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L—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 


During October the tendency in the labour market has been 
generally in an upward direction. Oa the whole, the trade union 
returns show a diminished percentage of unemployed, though the 
figures have not yet been affected by the recent increase of 
activity in the shipbuilding trade. Employment has been active 
in the coal, iron, and steel industries, but shows a decline in the 
cotton trade. ‘The labour market has been comparutively little 
disturbed by important disputes, and such changes of wages as 
have been recorded have been mostly advances. 

In the 111 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
437,371, making returns, 14,582 (or 3°3 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of October, compared with 3°6 per 
cent. in September, and with 49 per cent. in the 88 unions, with 
a membership of 395,991, from which returns were received for 
October 1895. 


Employment in Various Industries.— Coal Mining.— 

Employment in this industry in October was good generally. The 
number of days worked per week was greater than in the previous 
month and nearly the same as in 1895 at the same period of the year. 
At pits employing 408,997 persons, an average of £°02 days per 
week was worked in October, compared with 4°89 in September, 
and 5°03 in October 1895. Unemployed miners in trade unions 
in Northumberland and Durham amounted to 16 per cent. of the 
membership at the end of October, as compared with 1:2 per cent. 
at the end of September, and 1°9 per cent. at the end of October 
1895. 
Iron Mining—Employment in this industry continued good 
during October. At 132 mines and openworks making returns 
the 16,519 persons employed worked an average of 5-73 days per 
week, as compared with 5°78 days in September, and 5°59 days in 
October 1895. The number employed was higher by abont 4} 
per cent. than a year ago. 
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In the Pig Iron Industry employment was about the same as 
in September, and much better than a year ago. At the end of 
October the ironmasters making returns had 345 furnaces in 
blast, employing 22,325 workpeople, or 18 more furnaces and 
1,404 more workpeople than a year ago, and 1 furnace less and 
85 workpeople more than at the end of September, 

Employment at Steelworks at the end of October was about the 
same as at the end of the previous month, and considerably better 
than a year ago. At 127 works making returns, 36,718 persons 
were employed, as compared with 36,717 persons at the end of 
September, and 30,878 persons at the end of October 1895. 

Employment at Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills has also 
remained unchanged, the number employed at 89 works being 
17,755 at the end of October, compared with 17,781 at the end 
of September. The number a year ago was 17,576. 

Inthe Tinplate trade employment recovered somewhat during 
October, and at the end of the month, of the 88 works covered by 
the-returns received, 52 were given full employment, compared 
with 45 a month before. Altogether 322 mills were reported as 
working at the end of October, as compared with 306 at the end 
of September. This applies to the state of things before the 
recent stoppages. 

Empioyment in the Engineering and kindred trades shows 
further improvement, the percentage of unemployed union 
members having fallen from 2°8 at the end of September to 2°3 at 
the end of October. The percentage for October 1895 was 

Returns as to employment in the Shipbuilding trades show no 
change compared with the previous month, not having yet been 
materially affected by the increased demand for new ships. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end cf October 
was 9°5, the same figure as for September. In October 1895 the 
percentage was 12:0. 

The Building trades continue busy, and have still further 
improved. The percentage of unemployed in unions making 
returns is 0°9, compared with 1°3 per cent. in September, and 1°9 
in October of last year. 

The Furnishing trades are still active. The perceatage of 
unemployed union members at the end of October was 1°7, 
compared with 1:2 in September, and 1:9 per cent. in October 

1895. 

The Printing and Bookbinding trades have continued to im- 
prove. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of October was 3°4, compared with 5°0 a month ago and 3°8 
in October of last year. 

Employment in the Paper trade remains steady, the percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of October being the 
same as in September, viz., 2°38, compared with 48 in. October 
1895. 

In the Glass trade employment continues slack, the percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of October being 13:1, 
compared with 13°8 per cent. in September, and 11°2 in October 

1895. 
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Employment in the Leather trades has somewhat improved, 
the percentage of unemployed having fallen from 3:9 at the 
end of September to 3°1 in October. The percentage for 
October 1895 was 2°6, 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has varied 
very much in different districts. On the whole it has maintained 
the improvement shown in September, but is still slack in some 
centres. In the bespoke branch it is fairly god. 

In the ready-made Clothing trade employment is good in East 
London and in Glasgow, but shows a decline in Leeds and some 
other centres ; in the bespoke branch employment has improved. 

Employment in the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade 
continues moderate; in the Weaving branch it shows a further 
decline. 

Employment in the Woollen trade continues fair, and in the 
Worsted trade shows signs of improvement. 

In the Hosiery trade employment is fair in some branches, slack 
in others, 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, infor- 
mation respecting 495 mills, employing about 81,500 women and 
girls, shows that 77 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 79 per cent. among those 
~ for whom returns were received for September. The decline took 
place in the cotton trade. 


Trade Disputes.—The number of fresh, disputes occurring 
in October was 55, involving about. 11,000 workpeopie, as com- 
pared. with 51, involving about 9,000 workpeople, in September, 
and 77, involving about 18,000 werkpeople, in October 1895, 
Fifteen disputes took place in the engineezing and shipbuilding 
trades, 8 each in the building, mining and quarrying, and textile 
trader, 5 in the miscellaneous metal trades, 3 in the clothing 
trales, 2 in connection with seafaring, and 6 in a miscellaneous 
group of trades. Of the 55 new and old disputes, involving about 
15,000 workpeople, of which the settlement has been reported, 
21, involving. about 4,700 persons, terminated in favour of the 
workpeople; 17, involving about 3,100, in favour of the em- 
ployers; and 10, involving about 1,100, in a compromise. The 
results of the remaining 7 disputes, involving about 6,100 persons, 
cannot at present be definitely stated. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—The changes in rates of 
wages reported during October affected about 12,000 workpeople, 
of whom 11,800 received an estimated average advance of 1s. 7d. 
per head per week, and 167 sustained decreases. The increases 
include 9,000 workpeople engaged in the engineering and ship- 
building industries. Changes affecting 10,800 work people were 
arranged, without any strike, after negotiation or by mutual 
arrangement. Other changes, affecting about 900 workpeople, 
were preceded or accompanied by strikes; and one cl ange, 
involving 300 workmen, was determined under a wages board. 
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OFFICIAL ENQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeR Expxosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Halifax, on 
the 9th and 10th October last, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion ofa boiler or kettle at the Hebble End Dye Works, 
Hebden Bridge, on the 17th August last, whereby three persons 
were killed. The kettle was a vertical cylindrical vessel, manu- 
factured in America in 1887. It was brought to Stockport and 
sold to some dyers, who found it unsuitable for their purpose, 
and it was only used for a few months. It was ultimately sold to 
the owners of the Hebble End Dye Works in February last, and 
it was fitted up by one of the partners. 

The kettle had two openings in it, and these were fitted with 
cast-iron mouthpieces and cast-iron doors, hinged and secured by 
a bolt and screw-nut on either side. The lower door, used as a 
charging door, was frequently opened and closed, the joint being 
usually made with packing. About a fortnight before the 
explosion, tab end or fustian and spun yard were used by the 
head dyer in making the joint, and a few days before the 
explosion the lad employed to screw up the nuts on the bolts 
was promoted, and another lad was instructed to screw them up 
as occasion required. 

The kettle was used for boiling logwood, and it was supplied 
by steam from a Lancashire boiler worked at a pressure of 80 Ibs. 
per square inch. The pressure required in the kettle was 60 lbs., 
and this was ascertained by a steam-gauge on the kettle, the 
steam supply being shut off when that pressure was reached. 

On the 17th August the kettle was charged several times, and 
about 430 p,m. the head dyer observed something wrong with 
the door. He and one of the owners proceeded to examine it, 
when the door blew off, severely scalding them and the lad who 
was attending to it. They were taken to the Halifax Infirmary, 
where they died shortly afterwards. 

The door broke in two pieces, and an old fracture was observed 
extending half way through the metal. 

The Court foun that, with the exception of the cast-iron door, 

the kettie was properly constructed and fit for the working 
pressure to which it was subjected. ‘hat the door was not of 
suitable material, and that it was unfit to withstand the pressure to 
which it was subjected. That the explosion was due to a defect 
in the door produced by improper screwing up of the bolts 
securing it, and to the unequal thickness of the joint. 
_ The Court were of opinion that the joint was not made in an 
efficient manner, but, in the absence of the head dyer (who was 
killed), they were not prepared to find that blame attached to 
him ; nor did they consider that the lad had been negligent in 
his duties in screwing up the bolts. 

The Court found that the owners had taken proper measures to 
ensure that the kettle was being worked under safe conditions. 

The Court were of opinion that cast-iron was not a suitable 
material for the construction of doors to kiers, particularly when 
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such doors were subjected to high pressure and frequently removed, 
and that it was liable to fracture under unequal strains in the 
operation of securing the doors. 

No order was made as to costs. ; 

A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Bolton, on 
the 12th, 13th, and 14th October last, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at the Springfield Paper 
= on the 4th August last, whereby six persons were 
injured. 

"The boiler or kier was used in the manufacture of paper. It 
was 20 ft. long, 7 ft. in diameter, and two holes, each 3 ft. 2? ins. 
by 1 ft. 74 ins., were cut in the cylindrical part. It was supplied 
with steam from Lancashire boilers worked at a pressure of 
65 lbs. ; but on the steam-pipe leading to this and other kiers a 
reducing valve, a steam-gauge, and a safety valve were fitted. 

The kier was insured in 1889, the working pressure allowed 
by the policy being 15 lbs. 

In 1892 new angle-iron frames were fitted round the manholes. 
The vertical web was uncut, but at the corners the flange was 
cut and small triangular pieces filled up the openings and were 
rivetted to the shell, the angle-bar being roughly strapped at one 
of the longest sides, 

The kier was periodically examined by inspectors to the 
insurance company, but the fact that the flange of the angle-iron 
was cut at the corners was not reported by them to their 
Company. 

In 1895 there was a fire at the works; the gies. a3 was 
overhauled ; a sufety-valve previously used was overhauled and 
substituted for the valve then on the steam-pipe. The safety 
was 3 inches in diameter; it was enclosed, and a pipe 2 inches 
in diameter was provided for the escape of the steam. This fact 
was not reported by the inspectors to the insurance company. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure. 
That the kier was not properly constructed, and that it was not 
fit to be worked at any useful pressure. That at the time of the 
explosion the reducing-valve was inoperative, the piston being 
fast in its cylinder, and that the outlet of the safety-valve was 
inadequate to prevent undue pressure. 

That the examinations made by the inspectors to the insurance 
company since 1892 were unsatisfactory ; that two of them who 
examined the kier in this year were seriously to blame for not 
detecting and reporting to their company the condition of the 
man-hole frames and eafety-valve, and that their negligence con- 
duced to the explosion. 

The Court held that the insurance of boilers or kiers did not 
‘relieve owners from the necessity of employing a competent 
person to take charge. That in this case no competent person 
was employed, otherwise the man-hole frames weuld have been 
condemned, and this explosion would not have happened : and for 
neglecting to appoint a competent person, the Court found the 
owners to blame. ; 
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The insurance company: being held responsible for the ' neégli- 
gence of their inspectors was ordered to pay 50/., and one of the 
owners was ordered to pay 50/., towards the costs and expenscs of 
the investigation. 


_ By an Order in Council, dated 26th October last, it is provided 
that none but persons duly licensed in pursuance of the byelaws 
and regulations made by the Council of the County Borough of 
Cardiff, shall keep seamen’s lodging-houses, or let lodgings to 
seamen in the district of the local authority, including the seaport 
of Cardiff, or in any part thereof. 


Proposep Execrric Tramways 


A communication, dated October 28 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. G. 8S. Smith, Her Majesty’s Consul 
_at Bilbao, reporting that a great extension of the use of electricity 
is going on in that province, but that British firms seem to take 
no part in it. ‘T'wo electric tramways are likely in a short time 
to be made, and if any British firm desires to be given the con- 
tract they would do well to look into the matter without delay. 
The projected lines are : — 

(a.) From Bilbao to Darango, about 18 miles long. The pro- 
moters are a | rivate company. : 

(b.) From Zumarraga to Zumaya, a distance of some 18 miles. 
Permission for its construction is being sought by the Alcaldes of 
Azpeitia and Azcoitia, and it is proposed that the line shall be 
eertiken by a private company not yet formed, 


Tenpers vor Liaut Raiiways In Puerto Rico. 


The Secretary of State for Foreizn Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid extracts from the “ Madrid 
Gazette” containing the conditions under which tenders are 
invited by the Spanish Government for the construction of 
certain light railways in Puerto Rico. 

Such tenders are required to be delivered either at Puerto Rico 
or at Madrid by the 25th of February next. 

The extracts above referred to, which are in Spanish, can be 
inspected any day at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office between the hours of 11 and 6. 


InsPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MBASURES, 


The under-mentioned inspector of weights and measures has, 
during the month of October 1896, passed the examination provided 
for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :-- 


Burrow, James - - - Cambridgeshire, 
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IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during the month ended 
31st October 1896 amounted to 39,576,2907, as compared with 
36,859,868/. for October 1895, or an incréase of 7°3 per cent. ; 
and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
for the same period were valued at 20,654,9971, as against 
20,828,866/, in October 1895, a decrease of 173,869, or *83 per 
cent, 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise were valued 
at 4,759,026. in October 1896, as compared with 5,460,404/. ia 
October 1895, a decrease of 701,3782, equal to 12°8 per cent. 

With regard to the imports of last month, increases are seen 
under :—Raw materials for textile manufactures, 1,130,452/.; 
articles of food aad drink, duty free, 1,219,604l.; articles of food 
and drink, dutiable, 462,722/.; tobacco, dutiable, 137,179/.; 
miscellaneous articles, 131,107/. ; metals, 60,899/.; raw materials 
for sundry industries and manufactures, 19,2727. ; and parcel p»st, 
14,5821. 

Decreases are found under manufactured articles, .303,204/. ; 
animals, living, for food, 91,087/.; chemicals, dyestuffs, and 
tanning substances, 52,772/. ; and oils, 12,3322. 

The increase under raw materials for textile manufactures is 
due to the imports of raw cotton, which show a value increased 
by 1,487,663/. as compared with October 1895: the net increase 
is reduced by decreases in the value of the imports of raw flax, 
hemp, jute, and wool. 

The increase under the category of articles of food and drink, 
duty free, is found chiefly under the heading of corn, the imports 
of wheat having increased in value by 576,750/. as compared with 
the same period of last year, and those of oats and Indian corn 
195,930l. and 188,2661, respectively. Beef, fresh, has improved 
169,834/.; cheese, 244,001/.; but sugar of all kinds shows a 
decrease of 189,955. 

As regards other articles in the import trade, copper has in- 
creased in value: 127,703/.; caoutchouc, 140,326/.; and wood 
‘shows a net increase in value of 227,193/.; but leather has 
decreased 170,0797.; silk manufactures, 115,875/.; and wooller 
manufactures, 227,186/. 

Taking now the exports of British and Irish produce and manv- 
factures, and comparing the same two periods, viz., October 1896 
and October 1895, it is seen that there is a net decrease of 
173,8692., principally through a falling off in the value of yarns 


* See also pp. 624, 625. 
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and textile fabrics, amounting to 663,363/. Decreases are also 
found under raw materials, 139,615/.; chemicals and chemical 
and medicinal preparations, 55,3041. ; and articles of food and 
drink, 10,0392; but these are somewhat counterbalanced by 
increases in the value of the following categories, viz. :—Metals 
and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery), 
374,549/, ; all other articles, either manufactured or partly manu- 
factured, 215,214/.; machinery and millwork, 46,5207. ; apparel 
and articles of personal use, 23,619/.; parcel post, 22,097/.; and 
animals, living, 12,444/. 

The chief decrease is found to be in the export of woollen 
and worsted tissues, which together show a diminution in value 
of 460,729/. as compared with last year, the only increase of 
any importance among the yarns and textile fabrics being under 
the heading of linen yarn, which shows an increase in value 
of 2,5282, though, at the same time, a decrease in quantity of 
4,500 lbs. 

The exports of iron, unwrought and wrought, has increased 
290,137/., and of telegraphic wires 122,285/., but copper, unwrought 
and wrought, has decreased 94,1852. Arms, ammunition, and 
military stores have increased 120,7871. 

Taking the figures for the ten months ended 31st October 1896, - 
as compared with a like period in 1895, the total value of the 
imports from foreign countries and British possessions shows a 
net increase of 15,174,179. Manufactured articles have improved 
5,232,8681; raw materials for sundry industries and manu- 
factures, 3,248,864/.; metals, 1,649,275/.; animals, living (for 
food), 1,616,115/.; articles of food and drink, duty free, 1,555,027. ; 
tobacco, dutiable, 793,316/; miscellaneous articles, 442,477/. ; 
chemicals, dye-stuffs, and tanning substances, 360,336/.; oils, 
250,675/.; articles of food and drink (dutiable), 173,482/.; and 
parcel post, 117,899/. The only category showing a net decrease 
during the period of ten months referred to is raw materials for 
textile manufactures, 266,155/. 

With regard to the exports of, British and Irish produce and 
manufactures for the ten months, only one category shows a 
decrease as compared with the corresponding period of 1895, 
viz., raw materials, 705,172/. All other categories of exports 
have increased, as follows:—metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery), 4,669,235/.; yarns and textile 
fabrics, 4,570,544/.; machinery and mill-work, 1,544,8071. ; 
apparel and articles of personal use, 1,171,960/.; articles of food 
and drink, 249,326/.; animals, living, 104,698/.; chemicals and 
chemical and medicinal preparations, 33,310/.; all other articles 
either manufactured or partly manufactured, 1,717,296/. ; and 
parcel post, 285,843/. 

With regard to the foreign trade of the United Kingdom, 
according to ccuntries, the figures for the nine months ended 
30th September 1896 show a large increase in the imports 
from the United States, the value having been 71,938,025/. in 
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the first three quarters of 1896 as compared with 62,977,4687. 
during a similar period of 1895. Inthe same nine months the 
value of the imports from Germany amounted to 20,356,671/. 
(19,099, 8881. in 1895); from Holland, 21,429,859/. (20,292,23/1. 
in 1895); from Belgium, 13,614,848/. (12,5/3,0381. in 1895); and 
from France, 37,626,632/. (35,096,505l.in 1895), and with reference 
to the latter country it is noteworthy that the imports from 
Madagascar decreased from 117,357/. during the first nine months 
of 1895 to 76,713/. in a similar period of 1896, but the exports 
from the United Kingdom to the same island increased from 
40,7112. in the first nine months of 1895 to 113,718/. in the first 
nine months of 1896. 

Still, comparing the same two periods of 1895 and 1896, exports 
from the United Kingdom to Germany increased from 15,082,939/. 
to 17,095,7182, and to the Portuguese possessions on the East 
Coast of Africa from 398,162/. to 704,107/.; but, on the other 
hand, the exports to the United States of America have decreased 
from 21,015,620/. during the first nine months of 1895 to 
15,927,133/. in a similar period of 1896. 


II.L—GERMAN COMPETITION IN INDIA AND THE 
MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT. 


In a memorandum received at the Board of Trade from the 
India Office, it is stated that the Government of India were recently 
consulted upon representations that the Merchandise Marks 
Act in India operated to the disadvantage of British traders, 
because it led consumers or dealers in India to order direct, from 
producers on the Continent of Europe or elsewhere, articles or 
supplies which they had been accustomed to procure through 
British agency. The Government of India report that there is 
no positive evidence that any such effect is being produced by 
the working of the Merchandise Marks Act in India, though 
there is some surmise that such an effect is probable. 

A commercial expert, who has much knowledge of Indian 
trade affairs, writes on the subject as follows :— 

“ T have seen statements made from time to time to the effect 
that the requirement that goods must be stamped ‘Made in 
Germany’ has had the effect of advertising German goods to 
the detriment of British goods. But the only official record 
of such statements is contained in the following quotation 
given by the Commissioner in Sind :— 

“<The Commissioner does not feel called upon to express an 
opinion as to the benefit from the Act to British trade. He 
has been informed by a large wholesale impcrter that the 
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stamping of goods “ Made in Germany ” has opened the eyes of 
native merchants to the fact that an immense proportion of the 
cheap, showy shoddy which they are addicted to on account of 
its cheapness, and which they used to order from London, is 
really of German nianufacture, and they are now going’ direct 
to Germany for it. This, at any rate, will cheapen foreign 
goods still further, deprive the London commission agent of 
his prefit, and make the contrast between genuine and expen- 
sive English eye and cheap foreign imitations still more in 
favour of the latter as regards price at any rate.’ 

«Writing in 1890 of the increase of German trade with India 
I pointed to the operation of the English (not the Indian) Mer- 
chandise Marks Act as having assisted to increase the trade. I 
do not distinctly remember my authority, but I think that it was 
some English trade paper. Anyhow that law only accelerated a 
result which was inevitable without the law, and I do not think 
that the acceleration was material. 

“So far as the Indian Act is concerned, I kuow of no specific 
instances in which the law has operated to divert trade, and I 
am much inclined to doubt whether there has been any such 
operation. The real factors in whatever diversion there has been 
are 

“(1.) The excellence of German goods in certain special lines, 
é.g-, musical instruments and chemical preparations ; 

“(2.) The cheapness of most of their goods compared with 
British goods ; 

“(3.) The greater adaptability of German commercial practices 
to the desires of the customers ; and 

“(4.) The energetic pushing of German goods by German 
agents and travellers. Every year sees a greater swarm of 
German commercial travellers spread through the length and 
breadth of India, armed with samples of goods and pressing to 
take orders on easy terms. 

“The English manufacturer has his agents—a mercantile firm— 
at the seaport town, and these agents deal with the native middle- 
men, who deal with the dealers in the interior. The German 
manufacturer avoids this roundabout and expensive method, and 
sends his agent past the seaport town into the interior to deal 
direct with the dealer. 

“Of course it may be said that when a man finds a suitable 
article marked with the name of a German firm, he goes to that 
firm for a supply ; but this would happen without the law, for—- 
except where a British manufacturer's name and mark are counter- 
feited—it is obviously to the interest of the German manufacturer 
to put his name and address on his goods and leave no room for 
mistakes: and the German manufacturer is very much alive to 
his own interest and is the last man in the world to leave any 
room for mistakes. 

“It is possible, however, that there may be specific instances 
where the working of the law has been detrimental to British, and 
advantageous to German, interests. If so, then it must be said 
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that, if the requirement of correct marking of goods has had that 
effect, the British manufacturer has only himself, not the law, to 
blame, and that it is idle to complain of the law which only ensures 
fair competition. 

“Though there may be such cases, I have heard of none, and to 
get at them if they exist, we must go to merchants through the 
Chambers of Commerce. 

“ One important point in all this argument must not be over- 
looked. Twenty or 30 years ago most of the import trade of 
the country was conducted by British firms at the ports, whose 
trade naturally was with manufacturers or exporters in England, 
not elsewhere. All the supplies that found their way into the 
bazars of the country went from the stores of these importers, and 
all orders un exporters or manufacturers for new supplies went 
through them, they being responsible for deliveries and payments. 
This was one great reason for the monopoly of Indian trade by 
English manufacturers. Gradually, however, this system has 
given way, the number of foreign firms at the ports has increased 
largely, the number of foreign agents has increased more largely, 
and the number of native firms has increased most largely,’ These 
natives deal direct with people in Europe, a thing that used to be 
extremely rare a generation ago, or even 20 years ago, but now 
they have everywhere a considerable share of the import trade— 
in Bombay and Karachi the bulk of it. These people know at first 
hand what the consumer wants, and they have not the ties, 
relations, and associations which led the English firms to seek 
in England from other English firms for what they want. They 
will take it from any and every country which offers them a 
suitable article at a cheap price, the price being an important 
factor. The foreign firm or agent, moreover, is ready to deal 
with them in a small way for small orders, which the British 
manufacturer or importer would not care about. Thus the Con- 
tinent and Japan are getting trade which they could not have got 
in former days. 

“ At the same time I confess I should like to see the Merchan- 
dise Marks Act cut down to sections providing against : 
© (1) Counterfeit trade marks, 

“ (2) False declarations of lengths and quantities, all the rest 
being eliminated. Not because these other sections injure English 
arf but because they are entirely unnecessary and harrassing to 
trade.” 

Another Indign authority adds :—* The real point, I think, is 
“ the general attitude of the English and German manufacturer 
* yespectively. The former says: ‘ Here are the goods I manu- 
* facture, come and take them.’ The latter sends his agent to 
“ the place of consumption, and says: ‘ What do you want? 
« «Tell me exactly, and T’ll fit you out at such or such a 
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IV.—THE BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
IN PARIS. 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from the secretary of the British Chamber of Commerce at Paris, 
enclosing copy of a circular specifying the following particulars 
of the services rendered by this Chamber in the interests of 
British Trade in France :— 

1. Information as to Standing of Firms—The Chamber pro- 
cures on application, and supplies gratuitously to its members, 
but without any guarantee whatsoever, strictly confidential 
information in regard to the standing, credit, and reliability of 
French firms with which they may be doing or intending to do 
business. 

2. Agents and Representatives.—It aftords special facilities to 
British firms desiring agents and representatives in Paris and 
France generally, by placing them in communication with firais 
or individuals likely to do business for them ; and, when required, 
by submitting, without responsibility, lists of people applying at 
the Chamber for the Paris representation of British houses. 

3. Statistical and General Information.—It procures for its 
members statistical and other information from official, or from 
the most reliable sources, in regard to French trade or to matters 
connected with or affecting trade with France. 

4. Estimates for translation of Cataloyues—It procures, on 
application, estimates for the translation of catalogues or circulars 
at the lowest cost by responsible translators, and also, if required, 
estimates for the printing of such catalogues or circulars by 
French houses. 

5. Lists of Firms engaged in Particular Trades.—It provides 
from the most reliable sources the names of some of the principal 
firms engaged in a particular trade, not only in Paris, but all over 
France, and also gives members the means of, obtaining compre- 
hensive lists for the sending of catalogues and circulars, if 
required. 

6. Advice of Customs Circulars and Changes in Tariff—It 
sends, by special letter, to each member whom it may concern, 
notice of any changes in the French tariff, and in the classification 
of goods, with a translation of any Customs circulars and notices 
which may contain dispositions affecting his trade, the moment 
such documents are forwarded to the Chamber by the French 
Government. The Chamber receives notice of these changes 
direct from the Customs authorities by circulars which are not 
issued to the public. 

7. Intervention on behalf of Members with French Customs.— 
It intervenes with the highest Customs authorities on behalf of 
its members when they have primd facie a reasonable case, in 
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which goods have been too highly taxed, and can point to a 
useful record of favourable Uecisions obtained. 

8. Representations to Home Government on behalf of Members.— 
It upholds the interests of British traders with France by repre- 
sentations to the Home Government in cases when legislation is 
apprehended which might be contrary to their interests, or when 
legislation is required for their benefit. 

9. Arbitration.—It has provided means for the settlement of 
trade disputes by arbitration, for which it has established a code 
of procedure. In conjunction with the Foreign Chambers of 
Commerce in Paris, it has established an International Board 
of Arbitration to settle commercial disputes which may arise 
between the citizens of the various countries represented, or 
between such citizens and foreigners. 

10. Books of Reference at the disposal of Members.—It holds 
at the disposal of its members for reference a very complete and 
valuable set of directories of important British and French cities, 
and of codes for the purpose of deciphering code telegrams. The 
library of works of reference and official publications of the 
British and French Governments is open to members within office 
hours. A large number of English and French trade papers are 
also received by the Chamber and held at the disposal of 
members. 

11. Employment Department.—It has an employment depart- 
ment, through which it submits, on application, without charge, 
lists of clerks and others seeking employment. 

12. Monthly Circulars—Members will receive a monthly 
circular conveying information as to the work done and placing 
before them the latest statistics received in regard to trade 
between England and France. 

13. Legal Opinion on effect of French Legislation, published 
in cases of General Interest—When legislation affecting or 
likely to affect the interests, commercial or otherwise, of the 
English community in France is adopted by the French Govern- 
ment, the practice of the Chamber is to obtain, for the benefit of 
members, legal opinion as to the effect of such legislation, and 
such opinion is published and distributed gratuitously to members 
in the shape of special circulars. Attention may be called to the 
circulars on the French nationality laws, the laws affectirg 
foreigners in France, the law in regard to income tax on foreign 
companies trading in France, &c., published under the signature of 
the Chamber’s counsel. 

14, Participation in Exhibitions——The Chamber does every- 
thing in its power to further the interests of British traders 
wishing to take part in exhibitions held in France, and to render 
them every possible assistance. 
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V.—THE EXPORT TRADE OF FRENCH COTTON 
PIECE GOODS.* 


~ ‘Bhe cotton industry has existed for a long time in France. 
Rouen gives its name to certain cotton piece-goods; Mulhouse 
turns out printed goods which have an established reputation; and 
Vichy, Tarare, Thizy, and the Vosges districts are important 
cotton centres. But although French cotton piece-goods are 
justly- appreciated for their quality, the French cotton industry is 
far from ‘baving acquired the renown of ‘that of England. 
Cheapness, which plays so important a part in consumption, is the 
cause of the British suecess, and French weavers have fallen back 
on the home markets, becoming devoted protectionists, and 
leaving nothing undone to forwxard the ideas of that school. 
Cotton’ spinners have followed their example, and the French 
cotton industry is certainly one of the most protected in the 
world, if account be taken of the value of the raw material 
imported free of duty. 

At the same time, it would be an error to suppose that French 
cotton piece-goods have no part to play outside the mother 
country, for they have always been appreciated even in other 
countries than Algiers and other French Colonie:, and the manu- 
facturers have known how to take advantage of the exaggerated 
protection which they enjoy. 
~ The war of 1870, by depriving France of the trade of Mulhouse, 
had a very considerable effect upon the condition of the cotton 
industry. In 1875. the French market received piece-goods: to 
the value of 84 millions, 30 miliions of which came from Alsace. 
The industry was completely disorganised for a long time, although 
the Alsatian manufacturers had by degrees set up new. establish- 
ments on the other side of the Vosges. Until 1878 the consump- 
tion of foreign piece-goods in France exceeded the exports of the 
French goods. _ French spinning mills worked up only 80,000 tons 
of raw material instead of 100,000 tons. 

But new milis were established, the imports of raw cotton 
increased, and the industry sought new outlets in foreign countries, 
Tn this it was successful, for in 1882, the year that new com- 
mercial treaties were put in force, the export amounted in valu2 
to nearly 100 millions of francs, exceeding the imports of similar 

ods by 24 millions. This vigorous effort had even other results. 
Although the average of the duties had not been raised, French 
’ piece goods, during the prosperous period, 1880—-1883, had gained 
sufficient force to compete directly with importations from foreign 
countries, and from 1885 the value of foreign tissues placed on 
French markets gradually decreased, while French goods ‘were 
gaining new customers elsewhere. In 1889 the value of foreign 
imports was reduced almost one-half; i.c. 41 millions instead of 
75 reillions in 1884, while exports of home goods approached 118 
millions. 


* Based on an article in “ Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce.” 
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The following table shows the value of the imports and exports 
of raw cotton, cotton yarn, and cotton manufactures in 1890 ond 
1891, just before the Customs revision :— 


. Imports. Exports. 
1890. 1891. 1890, 1891. 
Frances. Francs. Francs. Frances. 
Cotton, raw - - | 206,413,000 | 203,542,000 31,649,000; 25,489,000 ° 
» yarn - - | 81,246,000 | 29,566,000 3,022,000 2,868,000 — 
» manufactures - | 40,983,000 | 44,768,000 || 110,358,060 | 101,894,000 


It was not necessary to increaze the amount of protection 
already given to the cotton industry, not even in the interests of 
the spinners, the importation of foreign yarns being in as bad a 
condition as that of piece-goods, The home industry commanded 
the internal market more than ever, and the outlets for foreign 
extension were increased. 

The consumption of raw cotton in 1890 amounted to about 
125,000 tons, in 1891 to about 153,000 tons, and in 1895 to 
139,235 tons. 

French manufacturers do not appear to have known how to 
take advantage of the new colonial arrangement. In 1895 
cotton piece-goods were imported into French colonies to the 
value of 87,471,000 frs., of which only 44,030,967 frs. represented’ 
home manufactures, Out of a total value of 44,318,000 frs. of 
similar-goods imported into Indo-China, the value of “French 
made goods was only 5,658,386 frs., and other’ colonies show- 
similar results. 


The French cotton industry, in short, does not furnish half .- 


the piece-goods imported into French colonies, and this neglect 
to conquer the colonial markets renders the mother country 
unable to compete with British trade in other foreign markets. 

It would not be difficult to ascertain what quantity of ‘piece- 
goods could be placed on the Indo-Chinese market, and manu- 
facturers would then be enabled, if necessary, to set up special 
plant for the making of special types of goods, an expense to 
which they are unwilling to put themselves with only a vague 
idea of how much of the new material they could dispose of. 

When the greater part of the piece-goods imported into Indo- 
China shall be of French origin, England and Germany will, 
it is said, have found a formidable competitor on the markets 
of the Celestial Empire and of the world in general. As India 
made Manchester, so it is the hope of the French that Indo- 
China might be the means of raising up a serious rival to Lanca- 
shire in Normandy. 
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VI—THE FRENCH SILK INDUSTRY.* 


In 1895 the amount of silk of all kinds and origin conditioned 
at Lyons was 6,825,546 kilos.,a larger amount than had ever 
been previously dealt with in one year. This figure is higher by 
985,893 kilo: than the amount registered in 1894, and by 
1,557,588 kilos. than the average of the last 10 years. Hitherto 
the largest ammount had been that of 1893, viz. 6,022,402 kilos. 

This increase, however, in the amount of silk conditioned at 
Lyons is not an isolated case. The sum total of the registers of 
silk in the different conditioning houses of Europe shows a marked 
progress on that of preceding years, viz., 21,545,145 kilos. for 
1895, as. against 18,180,731 kilos. in 1894, 17,293,350 in 1893, 
19,012,277 in 1892, and 16,012,184 in 1891, and this increased 
business is especially in raw silk. 

Lyons has shared in the general improvement which is every- 
where manifest, but in this it has been beaten by Milan, which 
registered in 1895, a total of 6,915,965 kilos, or 90,419 kilos. 


more than Lyons. 

This is the first time that Lyons has lost the foremost: position 
among the great silk markeis which it had hitherto always 
occupied. In some years, it is true, Milan had been making 
great progress, and the distance which separated the two great 
silk markets of Europe in the race for supremacy had been 
lessening every year. In 1892 Lyons beat Milan by 103,707 
kilos. and in 1893 by 292,053 kilos., but in 1894 the difference 
was only 64,378 kilos. in favour of Lyons. 

Lyons and Milan are, it is well known, the two chief centres of 
the European silk trade, and the conditions of these two towns are 
far in advance of St. Etienne and Zurich, which rank next in 
order of importance. In 1895 the amount registered at St. Etienne 
was only 1,428,514 kilos, and 1,350,832 kilos. for Zurich, or five 
millions less than either Lyons or Milan. 

The success of Milan in 1895, is, according to the Report of the 
Lyons Chamber of Commerce, “one of the regrettable conse- 
“ quences of the French economic system, which, by burdening 
“ the Italian worked-up goods with a duty of 3 frs per kilog., 
“ has forced back upon Milan the imports of Asiatic raw silk, and 
“particularly of the Chinese article, the working up of whicn is 
“ done for preference in Italy. 

“The market for Italian goods has entirely deserted Lyons, 
« to the great prejudice, not enly of the silk trade, but also to the 
« detriment of the manufacturers of silk goods who have no 
“ longer such extensive and varied stocks of silk from which to 
“ choose.” The imports into France of raw silk from Italy, 


* Based on an article in the “ Economiste Franéais,” 
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which amounted to 920,000 kilos. in 1893, fell to 774,000 in 
1894, and to 665,000 in 1895. The imports of worked-up silk 
from the same country show a still larger decrease, viz., from 
85,000 kilos. in 1898 to 47,000 in 1894 and 36,000 in1895. On 
the other hand, the exports of raw silk from France to Italy have 
increased from 1,040,000 kilos. in 1893 to 1,502,000 in 1895. 
This is a consequence of the French tariff. The Lyons trade has, 
in order not to be hampered by the Customs tariff, established 
branches at Milan, and much of the Asiatic silk conditioned in 
that town is for Lyons houses. But, in spite of this inferiority 
to Milan, the fact remains that the silk trade and industry of 
Lyons shows an activity which has not been observed for many 
yeare. This activity is due in a great measure to the prevailing 
fashion for piece goods of pure silk, and comparison as to produc- 
tion can only be made with the year 1857, the time of the 
American crisis. 

The value of the production of stuffs of pure silk, plain or 
figured, amounted to 190,550,000 frs. in 1894 and 214,800,000 
frs. in 1895, or an increased value of 24,250,000 frs. out of the 
total increase of 33,800,000 frs. in the production of 1895, as 
compared with 1894. Tulles, gauzes and crape, embroideries, 
and goods for the Levant have deo been greatly in demand, and 
the production of these various articles shows an increase in 
value of 10,900,000 frs., the figures having been 51,400,000 frs. 
in 1895, as against 40,500,000 frs. in 1894. The value of the 
output of mixed silks has, however, fallen from 134,300,000 fre. 
in 1894 to 132,950,000 frs. in 1895. , 

A considerable increase of production in the silk industry is 
due partly to an increased home consumption, but especially to 
development of the export trade. The total amount of silk 
piece goods, ribbons, and embroidered goods of pure or mixed 
silk of all sorts exported was valued, in 1895, at 270,829,000 frs., 
as against 223,518,000 frs. in 1894, which represents an increase 
of 47,311,000 frs.. The principal categories of silk goods which 
make up the above increase were piece guods of pure silk, 
76,670,000 frs. in 1895, as against 53,364,000 frs. in 1894; piece 
goods of mixed silk, 90,127,000 frs. (72,855,000 frs. in 1894); 
ribbons of mixed silk, 21,047,000 frs. (12,522,000 frs. in 1894). 

This export trade was directed chiefly to England and the 
United States, which are the principal customers vf the Lyons 
industry ; and to the same countries is also due the considerable 
increase of the year 1895, especially towards the latter end of it. 

France exported to England to the value of 120,359,000 frs. 
in 1895, as against 93,598,000 in 1894; and to the United 
States, 75,264,000 frs. in 1895, as against 51,856,000 in 1894. 
The value of the exports to Switzerland has increased by one 
million francs since the year 1893, and the trade with Turkey 
and — shows also notable improvement during the same 
period. 

Although France—and by France is understood the Lyons 
market—is the great furnisher of silk piece goods to the whole 
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world, as the preceding figures prove, she nevertheless imports 
also foreign silks to a large amount. The value of those imported 
in 1895 reached 50,132,000 frs., or 7,276,000 frs. more than in 
1894, but 800,000 frs. less than in 1893. This increase is seen 
principally in piece goods of pure silk, which category furnished 
the greater part of the increase in the export trade also. 

The output of the 27 silk-producing departments and 154,733 
silk producers of 1894 was not great enough to supply the wants 
of the piece goods manufactcries, so recourse was had to the 
importation of foreign silks. According to the published statistics 
for France and other countries for the year 1895, it is seen that 
the yield of raw silk in that year was estimated at about 780,000 
kilos.; the yield of 1894 had amounted to £96,000, and of 
1893 to 852,000 kilos. The imports of raw silk amounted to 
6,207,000 kilos. in 1895, as against 5,263,000 in 1894, and 
5,127,000 in 1893. 

The countries which supplied the most silk in 1895 were: 
China, 3,317,000 kilos.; Japan, 1,136,000 kilos.; Turkey, 
794,009 kilos., all of greater amounts than in preceding years. 
Italy, on the other hand, shows a decrease, France having imported 
thence in 1895 only 665,000 kilos., as compared with 774,000 
in 1894, and 920,000 in 1893; but the export of French raw 
silks shows an increase, the total amount in 1895 having been 
2,860,000 kilos, of which Italy took the major part. ‘ 


i 
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VIIL—THE WORK OF GERMAN STEAMSHIP LINES 
IN 1895. 


In a report to the Foreign Office on the trade of Hamburg for 
1895, Mr. C, E. Dundas, Her Majesty’s Consul General at 
Hamburg, enters at some length into the work of the German 
steamship lines in that year. 

Referring first to the “German-Australian Steamship Company,” 
Mr. Dundas reports that the gross profit earned during the above 
year amounted to 49,370/., which was utilised for the purposes of 
writing off the values of the steamships, and so no dividend was 
paid. Business outward to Australia shows a slight increase, but 
competition on the homeward voyages of other vessels seeking 
freights has been unfavourable. 

One new steamer constructed at the Flensburg Shipbuilding 
Yard has been put on the line, and when another of 6,500 tons, 
which has been ordered from a Scotch firm of shipbuilders, has 
been completed the Company’s fleet will then number eight steam- 
ships. 

With regard to the “German Steamship Chartered Company,” 
the year’s results, owing to slightly higher rates of freights both 
on the outward and homeward voyages and to the improved 
condition of trade with China and r Aina in consequence of the 
termination of the war, have been favourable, and have enabled 
the Company to pay a dividend of 8 percent. Three of the Com- 
ees steamships were sold in the course of the year, and replaced 

y other new and more suitable ones, whilst an order was placed 
with Messrs. Blohm and Voss for the construction of another of 
8,500 tons, 

The proposal made in 1894 to increase the capital of the 
“Hamburg—South American Steamship Company ” has been carried 
into effect, and has enabled the Company to re-organise their fleet 
of steamships by substituting for their small ships of 2,000 
to 2,500 tons, new ones of 5,000 to 6,000 tons, with all modern 
improvements, 

Keen competition in the matter of freights to the River Plate, 
and the cheap rates to Brazil offered at Antwerp, made business 
difficult. To remedy this a mutual understanding was arranged 
between the largest British and German lines. 

On the principal Brazil route 49 voyages were accomplished ; 
both outward and homeward good cargoes were carried. 

On the South Brazil route 11 voyages were made during the 
season, two new steamers with modern improvements having been 
brought into use on this route. 

Orders were also placed at Middlesbrough for two new steamers, 
These will call at Mexico on their voyages to Southern Brazil, 
with a view to increasing the trade. 

To the River Plate 38 voyages were accomplished. On the 
outward ones cargo was always sufficient, but homeward accord- 
ing to local conditions. 
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It being recognised that only large steamships are serviceable 
on the River Plate route the Company ordered another new one of 
6,000 tons, and including this their fleet will number 33 ocean-going 
vessels. A dividend of 7 per cent. was paid for the year. 

The year’s working of the “Kosmos Company” turned out 
well, about 20,000/. more being earned than in 1894, which, after 
writing off a large sum on steamships, enabled an 8-per cent. 
dividend to be paid. The number of voyages accomplished was 
35. The capital of the Company having been increased, orders 
were placed for three large new steamships. Business having 
greatly improved in Chili, there was no lack of cargoes. 

The “German East African Line” earned a gross profit in 
1895 of about 49,0207, and paid a dividend of 6 per cent. Two 
new and large steamship: were ordered from German shipbuilding 
yardz. All the voyages stipulated for under the subvention with 

‘the German State were performed, as also the regular eight 
weeks’ run to South-East Africa. 

With regard to the “ Chinese Coasting Company,” the net profits 
realised amounted to 20,4101, and, after writing off considerable 
necessary sums, a sufficient sum was available for the payment of 
a dividend of 7 per cent. An agreement was come to that this 
“Company should amaigamate with the Swatow Steamship Com- 
pany. One new steamship, intended principally for the passenger 
traffic on the Canton-Shanghai route, was ordered. 

The results of the year’s working of the “Eibe Navigation 
Companies ” proved better than for several years previously. This 
was attributed principally to the establishment of the Elbe Navi- 


.gation Union, the object of which was to prevent the great 
- competition between the steamers and the river craft. 


Towage dues and lowest freight rates were agreed to. The 


- union possessed 106 steam tugs and 17 express steamers, and, on 


the whole, the operation of the union is said to have been favour- 


. able both to the Companies and to private firms, but unfortunately 
‘its existence only lasted one year, owing to fresh competition 


‘which had the effect of reducing freights to a very low rate. 

The varying depths of water in the Elbe at different periods of 
the year greatly impedes the navigation. From the second half 
of the month of March to May the volum:. of water in the river 
rendered the passage of the larger steam tugs through the bridges 
impossible, whilst from July to November the water was 
excessively low. Traffic down river was limited, as there was a 
scarcity of export goods. Freights, however, on Bohemian coal 
— good, and the large importation of grain increased the up 
traffic. 

The dividends of the five large companies engaged in this traffic 
amounted altogether last year to 40} per cent., against 244 per 
cent. in the previous year.—(Foreign Office Annual Series 
No, 1815.) 
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VIIL—NEW ITALIAN LAW ON SHIPPING 
KOUNTIES. 


The following are the principal articles of a new Italian law, 
published in the official “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” on 
shipping bounties, which passed the Italian Parliament and 
received the Royal assent on 23rd July last :— 


I.— Construction Bounties. 


Art. 1. The construction bounties set forth in the following 
articles are granted for a period of 10 years from the entering 
into force of the present law. 

Art. 2. For hulls of merchant vessels, national or foreigu, built 
in Italy, for ocean, lake, or river navigation, 77 lire per {ton 


(gross tonnage) for iron or steel hulls and 17°50 lire per ton for 


wooden hulls. 

To obtain this bounty, vessels must be on the first-class 
Italian register, or other national register which may be con- 
sidered as equivalent to the same. , 

War vessels on order by foreigners at national dockyards are 


not eligible for this bounty ; but rebate will be granted of the . 


duties on the materials imported from abroad for the construction 


of the hulls, machinery, boilers, &c. The bounties granted by. 


this article for iron or steel hulls will be reduced by 10 per cent. 
if less than three-fourths of the material is of national origin, and 
an additional reduction of 15 per cent. will be mate if the 
machinery and boilers are of foreign construction. 

No bounty will be paid for iron, steel, or wooden hulls of what- 
ever burden, which are not intended for navigation, but reserved 
for internal use in harbours, roadsteads, lakes, and rivers, such as 
dredgers, towing boats without decks, tank boats, pontoons, barges 
and open boats, buoys and a. 

Art. 3. The exemption from duty granted by the existing 
Customs tariff to barges and open boats is abolished. An import 
duty is levied on them, and on all other lighters for use in the 
internal service of the Italian harbours and roadsteads. 

Art. 4. No construction bounty is granted to vessels cased 
exclusively in wood, of which the skeleton is entirely constructed 
of iron or steel. Any increase in the tonnage of a vessel, if 
carried out in Italy, will be entitled to a bounty calculated 
according to Article 2 of this law, in proportion to the number of 
tons increase. e 

Art. 5. A bounty is also granted for a period of 10 years for 
the construction in Italy of machines and boilers for use in 
navigation ; such bounty will be calculated—for the machines at 
the rate of 12°50 lire per horse-power, and for the boilers at the 
rate of 9°50 lire per quintal. In the case in which machines and 
boilers of foreign construction are to be fitted to iron or steel hulls 
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of Italian construction, the former must have paid import duty 
before the vessel be eligible for a construction bounty. 


Art. 6. A construction bounty of 11 lire per quintal is granted 
to auxiliary apparatus for vessels, not connected with the motive 
power, constructed in Italy during the 10 years referred to. 

Art. 7. All the above bounties shall be paid to the shipbuilder 
except by special agreement to the contrary. ; 

Art. 8. Whenever vessels for which the aforesaid construction 
bounties have been paid, shall be set aside for the internal service 
of harbours and roadsteads, and inscribed on the register as such, 
their owners must re-imburse the amount of bounty received, if 
such registration shall take place within five years from the date 
of their launch. 

Art. 9. During the aforesaid period of 10 years, the exemption 
from duty on materials for naval construction is cancelled, as is 
also the construction bounty for wooden ships established by the 
law of July 14, 1866. The duty, however, on material used in 
the repair of hulls, machinery, &c., will be refunded. 

Art. 10. If, during the 10 years, any modification is made in 
the import duty on material for naval construction as laid down 
in the existing Customs tariff, the Government is authorised to 
fix by Royal decree the corresponding increases or diminutions 
to be made in the construction bounties awarded. 

Art. 11. The construction bounties fixed by ‘the laws of 
6 December 1885, and 30th June 1889, shall be paid for ships, 
machines, and boilers in course of construction at the time of the 
entering into force of the new law; but on those in course of 
construction at the end of the period fixed by the new law, the 
bounties paid shall be as laid down in the above articles; but 
such vessels must be launched within two years of the end of 
the period uf 10 years referred to. 


Navigation Bounties. 

Art. 12, From the date of the promulgation of the present law, 
and subject to the conditions laid down in Art. 13 and Art. 14, 
a navigation bounty will be paid to steamers and sailing vessels, 
as follows :— 


(a) For voyages between any points the other side of the Suez 
Canal or the Straits of Gibraltar or between any seaport 
of the Mediterranean (including the Sea of Marmora, 
Black Sea, Sea of Azov, or Danube), and a point the 
other side of the aforesaid canal or straits, or thence back 

«into the Mediterranean. 

(4) For voyages between any ports of the Mediterranean (in- 
cluding Sea of Marmora, Black Sea, Sea of Azov, and 
Danube), exclusive, however, of Italian ports. 

(ec) A navigation bounty is also paid to steamers for voyages 

between Italian ports. 
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Such bounty is fixed for every ton of gross tonnage and for 
each thousand miles completed, at the following rates :—- 


1, For voyages as indicated in paragraph (a), 80 centimes for 
the first three years of the ship’s age, with a decrease for each 


successive three years of 10 centimes for steamers and 5 centimes 
for sailing vessels. 


This bounty, in the case of sailing vessels, shall not be reduced 
to less than 20 centimes, during the period of 10 years. 


2. For voyages as indicated under: (J) and (c), the bounty shall 
be two-thirds of that named in the preceding paragraph. For 
voyages of vessels (as indicated under (a) ) carrying emigrants, 
the bounty shall be withheld if it be proved that the owners have 
contravened any of the regulations in force to guarantee the 
sanitation and safety of such transport. 

The Minister of Marine has power to increase the navigation 
bounties by 50 per cent. for home-built steamers~which attain a 
“ae of 16 miles an hour, carrying full cargo, for a run of 12 

ours. 


Art, 13, The following vessels are eligible for the navigation 
bounties : — 


(a.) Vessels on the roll of one of the maritime departments of 
the kingdom at the date of the promulgation of this law, 
provided they be home-built. 

(4.) Home-built vessels which shall be inscribed as above 


during a period of 10 years from the date of the promul- 
gation of the law. 


(c.) Foreign-built vessels, provided that their inscription on such 
rolls shall have taken place previous to January 1, 1887, 
(d.) Vessels which, in course of construction in Italy at the 
close of the aforesaid period of 10 years, shall be inscribed 
on the roll before the end of two years from that time. 


(c.) Foreign-built vessels, inscribed on the roll between 
January 1, 1887, and December 31, 1895, shall be 
eligible only for one-half the bounty named in Art. 12. 


Art. 14. In order to be eligible for the bounty named in 
Art. 12 vessels must :— 


1. Be inscribed on the first-class Italian register or on other 
registers corresponding to it. 

2. Have a gross tonnage of not less than 500 tons for steamers, 
250 tons for iron or steel sailing vessels, and 100 tons for wooden 
sailing vessels with regard to vessels named in section (a) of 
Art. 12, and not less than 100 tons with regard to vessels named 
in section (5) of the same article. 

3. Not be more than 15 years old, if steamers, or 21 years if 
sailing vessels, 

Art. 15, Pleasure boats and those belonging to lines contem- 
plated in the “Cahiers de Charge” of the conventions for the 
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maritime services at present in force, including those lines which 
must be carried on without subvention, are not eligible for 
navigation bounties. 

Art. 16. The bounty shall be due from the last port at which 
trading operations are carried on to the port of arrival. 

The number of miles covered shall be reckoned according to 
the distance between the ports of departure and arrival calculated 
by the shortest sea line. 

Art. 17. In case of war, epidemics, or other extraordinary cir- 
cumstances the Government can requisition the vessels receiving 
bounties. 

Art. 18. Steam vessels receiving navigation bounties are bound 
to carry gratis letters and parcels of the Royal Mail. 


IX.— THE CARAVAN TRADE OF THE LIBYAN 
DESERT, AND THE OPENING OF A NEW 
TRADE ROUTE. 


A report, dated September 19 last, has been received at the 
Foreigh Office from Mr. Justin Alvarez, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Benghazy (Tripoli), on the opening up of a new route for 
caravan traffic between that place and the interior of Africa. 

According to this report, during the past year eleven caravans 
left Benghazy for Waday and the interior for commercial purposes. 
Of these, 7 were composed mainly of Tripolines with goods impor 
ted from Tripoli, respectively 25, 30, 40, 70, 65, 30 and 45 camel 
loads. Two Benghazine caravans with 20 and 15 camel loads, and 
the ‘annual caravans of the Mejabra and Zewaya tribes with 400 
and 300 respectively, bring up the total to 1040 loads. Each 
load is of the weight of 120 okes (3382 lbs.) so the weight of 
merchandise transported amounts to 157 tons 22 cwts. 

The following table shows the nature and country or port of 
origin of the goods so conveyed as well as their value in £ 
sterling :— 


Goods. | Loads. | Value. Country or Port of Origin. 
& 

Beads - - - 100 800 | Tripoli, Malta, and Italy 
Blue-cloth - - 875 | 11,300 | England, Alexandria, and Tripoli. 
Long-cloth - 200 3,200 | England. 
Tea-cloth - . 200 3,000 | England. 
Silks, coral and perfumery 40 | 5,600 | Tripoli, Alexandria, and Tunisia. 
Sugar - - - 100 | 400 | France, Alexandria, and Canea. 
Tea 25 | 400 | Tripoli. 
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The journey from Kufra to Benghazy for an ordinary caravan 
should not require more than 24 days, exclusive of days of rest 
on the road which do not usually exceed 10. : 

The new caravan route from Kebabo, the largest oasis of Kufra 
to South Bornu, is as follows:—To Beschra from three to 
six days, according to the size of the caravan and the rate at 
which it marches. There are wells at two places on the road, 
at Wady Letel and Taheyda as also at Beschra. Thence nine 
days to Tecro or Tucru where there is a small salt lake about 
one mile long by half a mile broad. Sweet water is to be found 
in the vicinity at a depth of about six feet. Thence the route 
trends in a south-westerly direction in a straight line to Wady 
Ghiru (probably the water-course numed Guri in Liiddeche’s 
map), a distance of 14 days’ journey. At distances of three or 
four days’ travel rain-water collected in hollows is to be found, 
and there are wells at Ghiru. Then from five to seven days’ 
journey further on to Jebu or Jiby, in the Tebu country, almost 
due south from Wady Ghiru, where the first camp of the Arab 
tribe Ewlad Suleyman is to be met with. ‘This tribe, who possess 
more than 3,000 slaves of each sex, buy them from caravans 
passing through Kanem and are great slave breeders. Slave- 
born children are chiefly sold to the Sudan and very often at 

. Kufra, whither caravans also bring slaves whom they sell to Arabs 
of the Ozewaya tribe at from 500 to 600 piastres a head for 
resale to other Bedouins. The next halting-place is another 
encampment of this tribe, Wady El Jerid, the residence of 
Scheykh Ghaiath IJ., the Lord Paramount of Kanem and 
Scheykh of the Ewlad Suleyman. His two immediate pre- 
decessors were his father Scheykh Abdul Jelih, who died last 
year after a long and prosperous reign, and his grandfather 
Scheykh Ghaiath I. The Kanemys are governed by several 
scheykhs, the principal of whom are those of Mao and Mondo, 
who with the rest pay an annual tribute to Scheykh Ghaiath. 
Wady El Jerid is fuur or five days’ distance from Jebu. Four 
days’ more quick marching through the country of the Kreba 
on the borders of Kanem, and of the Bululo (the latter of whom 
are said to be addicted to attacking and plundering the caravans 
on the road), bring travellers to a small town on the south shore 
of Lake Tchad called Yao. Three or four days later they cross 
the Schary between Schawy and Gulfey on large rafts drawn 
across the river, which at this point is about a mile wide, by 
camels assisted by local swimmers. A march of four days more 
brings the caravans to Dekwa. Apparently they do not stop at 
Maffate Golo or Afade (this last town as well as Gulfey is on the 
route from Bornu to Waday) or Ngala, which is to the north-east 
of Dekwa. From 46 to 53 days are employed in travelling, and 
sometimes as much as 25 days more for stoppages. Sixty 
days may be taken to be the minimum of time required for a 
caravan to proceed from Kufra to Dekwa. 

The following is a list of prices current in Bornu at the end of 
July 1895 for various kinds of goods :— 
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Imports. 
Beads 
Green glass - 2 Maria Theresa dols. per oke. 
White glass + » 40 okes, 
Crystal dol. for 3. 


Heart-shaped crystals for neck ornaments - 1 dol. each. 
Small looking-glasses - 2 Maria Theresa dols. per dozen 
Cloth :— 


Blue cloth - 6 Maria Theresa dols. per 24 yards. 
Longcloth » 26-30 yards, 
Ordinary redcloth 3 » half yard. 
» black cloth 2 
English military cloaks (worn) - 8 dols each. 
Coloured cotton barracans 5 
Prints 4 Maria inhi dols. per ‘piece of 12 yards. 
Red caps - 5 each. 
Fezzes - 3 
Shirting - 12 99 » per piece of 40 yards, 
Sik braids - 3 ounce, 
stoffs - 2 » yard, 
Martini-Henry cartridges - 4a dol. each. 
» rifles - 100 dols. 
Double-barrelled fowling pieces - 50 
Gunpowder - 15 Maria Theresa dols. ‘per flask. 
Percussion caps - 10 » 1,000. 
Coffee By 5 ” 
Drugs ~ 24 


39 
Rose water or essence of roses - 25 dols per ounce, 
Soap - 24 Maria Theresa dols. per oke. 
Sugar, in loaves of 34 lbs, - 4 dols, per loaf. 
Tea - 15 Maria Theresa dols. per oke. 
White notepaper - 20 dols, per ream. 


Exports. 

Ivory ~ 30 Maria Theresa dollars for 40 okes. 
White and black ostrich feathers - 24 dols. per oke. 
Small ash coloured _,, = - 1 dol. per oke. 
Slaves, from 3 to 7 dols. a head. 


Nore.—The Tripoli oke = 2°69 Ibs. avoirdupois, and the Maria Theresa dollar 
at Benghazy rates at that time 1 was equal to a little over 2s, 13d, 
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X.—THE WOOL INDUSTRY OF ARGENTINA.* 


The earliest importation of sheep into the territory of La Plata 
appears to have been made about 1550 by Pedro Mendoza, the 
same personage who, 15 years: later, founded the city of Buenos 
Ayres. 

The first attempts, however, at systematic breeding with pure 
stock seems to have been made about the commencement of the 
present century by Mr. Halley, a North American Consul, whose 
operations, however, were not aitended with any great success. 
Other trials were made in 1835 and 1838, but were more or less 
hindered by the civil war, and it was not until subsequent to 
1855, when the young republic found itself embarked on a period 
of comparative tranquillity, that plans as to agriculture and live 
stock raising were properly carried out. 

The few animals impoited by Pedro Mendoza, multiplying on 
the pampas for three centuries, and the breed adapting itself to 
local conditions, gave rise to a special type, the “ creole,” of small 
size, and with thin coarse wool. 


At the present day, this creole breed (criollas) almost entirely 
disappeared from the province of Buenos Ayres, is only found 
in limited numbers in the provinces of Cordoba and Corrientes. 

Attempts were made, about the middle of the present century, 
to improve this “creole” breed by cross-breeding with good 
European stock, especially a certain breed renowned for its 
hardiness and adaptability for the local conditions, which was 
then being raised on a large scale in Mecklenburg, Pomerania, 
Austria-Hungary and Southern Russia, 


From this cross a very fine but rather short wool was obtained. 


Later on other experiments were made by cross-breeding with 
the “ Rambouillet ” variety of the merino breed, and surprising 
results were obtained. 

From that time the production of wool improved in quantity 
and quality, so that during the period 1885-88 Argentina was in 
the very first rank of producers of fine wool. 

After the year 1888 a rapid evolution— almost a revolution— 


took place in the raising of sheep in La Plata, and, consequently, 
in the production of wool. 


Two chief factors combined to bring about this change, viz., the 
utilisation of the carcases for export, and the new demands of the 
European wool-market, 


The establishment of vast frigorific apparatus for the prepara- 
tion of meat for export, and the new trade in live animals which 
had sprung up with Europe and Brazil, compelled the Argentine 
breeder to look after the production of meat as well as of wool, 


* Translated from a report of Cavaliere P. Trentier, published in the official 
“ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali.”” 
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At the same time, a notable change took place in the European 
woollen piece-goods industry, the preference for long staple for 
weaving which was on the increase, and the introduction of 
* cheviot ” and “ cross-bred ” Australian wools, having the effect of 
largely increasing the importance of carded wool. 

he Argentine breeder, under the twofold necessity of attendin 
to “meat” production, and of partly sacrificing the fineness of 
the wooi to the length of staple, selected for further croas- 
breeding a variety of the German breed (the “ Lincoln”) which 
is good for meat-producing purposes, and the wool of which, if 
not very fine, is very long, elastic, and soft. ' 

At the present day more than 50 per cent. of Argentine wool 
is produced from animals crossed with the “ Lincoln ” breed, while 
the “ Rambouillet” merinos are constantly on the decrease. 

It is not possible to determine exactly the number of sheep in 
Argentina. The census of 1888 gave it as 68 millions; at the 
present time the number is generally set down at 90 millions. 

The average production of wool is 2 kilogs. per head, which 
would give a total average annual production of 180 million 


kilogs. 
The output of the season 1894-95 was about 170,000,000 kilogs. 
This season it will be much larger, the mortality among the 


animals having been inconsiderable : according to calculations of 
the “ Sala de Comercio ” of the 11th September last, it will amount 
to 460,000 bales of 450 kilogs., or a total of 207,000,000 kilogs. 
To this quantity, which represents only the wool shorn from 
living animals, must be added the wool which is exported 
attached to the skins (pelli lanute), that is, the skins of animals 
slaughtered for home consumption, for the preparation of 
preserved meat, and of those dying a natural death. 

It is calculated that Argentina exports 10 millions of these 
skins annually. 

The consumption of wool in the Republic itself being of small 
importance, it is sufficient to tabulate the figures of the export 
trade in order to obtain a general idea of production for a series 
of years. The following table shows the amount of wool, and of 
skins with the wool on, exported during the six years ended 1895, 
according to returns furnished by the Director-General of 
Statistics :— 


| Shorn Wool. Skins. 
| Tons. Tons. 
1990 - 118,406 27,148 
1891 - - - | 138,606 | 24,170 
1892 - 154,635 | 32,061 
1893 | 123,230 25,569 
1894 - =| 161,907 | 36,756 
1895 - - - 201,353 | 33,664 


Total - - 898,137 179,368 
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The province of Buenos Ayres produces 75 per cent. of 
the total; Entre Rios, 10 per cent,; Santa Fé, 4 per cent. ; 
Cordoba, 3 per cent. ; and other provinces, 8 per cent. 

It may be added, for the sake of comparison, that the adjoining 
republic of Uruguay produces annually about 50,000,000 kilos. of 
wool in the grease. 

In Argentina, sheep shearing usually takes place in October, or 
a little earlier or later according to the locality and the climate of 
the season. 

The wool is generally disposed of in the markets of Buenos 
Ayres. The most noteworthy of these is the “ Mercado Central 
de Frutos,” a magnificent building of colossal proportions, where, 
in the busy months, in addition to other products, such as cereals, 
hides, &c., from 8 to 12 million kilos. of wool in the grease are 
constantly on sale. The busy months are December, January, 
February, and March, but the sales go on at other times, with 
greater or less vitality according to the year’s crops. 

The buyers are French, Belgian, German, English, North 
American, and Italian firms, who undertake the export of the 
wool to their respective countries. 


The following table shows the amount of wool exported to 
various countries during the last three years :— , 


Countries. | 1893. | 1894. 1895. 

| 
Tons | Tons. Tons. 
Belgium - - - | 19,961 30,918 36,843 
France - - - | 57,031 | 71,013 81,309 
Germany - -| 29,648 39,137 48,215 
United Kingdom : - | 3,673 3,120 2,819 
Italy - - - 1558 3,710 4,463 
Portugal - | 13 | 8 
Spain - - - | 20 96 6 
United States - -| 4,449 | 6,129 12,187 
Uruguay (transit trade) - | 1,069 | 988 146 
Other Countries - - | 5,813 | 6,796 15,327 

Total 


123,230 | 161,907 201,353 


The prices, which are most variable, as are also the amounts 
received from the different points of Argentina, are established, 
not by the sellers, but by the buyers, who calculate them on the 
basis of the quotations of the great European markets, viz., 
Antwerp, Roubaix, Leipsic, and London. 

It is very difficult, if not impossible, to establish successfully 
the average price for certain qualities of wool, and for many 
reasons. The value of a fleece in the grease varies :— 

1, According to the amount of heterogeneous matter, such as 
grease, dust, sand, burs, straws, &c., in the fleece itself, and, 
therefore, according to what buyers call the “ resa,” (By “resa” 
is intended to convey the amount of wool thoroughly washed, 
perfectly free of burs, and cleaned of all extraneous substances, 
which can be obtained frum 100 kilogs. of wool in the grease.) 
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2. According to the kind of heterogeneous matter, c., according 
to the damage which its removal, whether by chemical or 
mechanical means, does to the textile. 

3. According to the lengths, fineness, whiteness, and resistance 
of the staple. 

4, According to the more or less first-class nature of the wool, 
and of the amount of “scarti” it contains. (By “scarti” are 
understood those parts of a single fleece which are not uniform in 
fineness, or are yellowish in colour, or otherwise defective.) 
So numerous, therefore, are the points on which a fleece in the 
grease should be valued, that it is quite useless to attempt to give 
an average value without adding a description of the special lots 
to which they refer. 

All wool exported from Argentina, to whatever destination, 
pays an export duty of about 5°25 frs. for every 100 kilogs. ; 
skins with wool pay, on the other hand, about 3°80 fre. 

The export of wool to Genoa is constantly on the increase. 
This, however, is not for the Italian industry, the bales landed at 
Genoa being mostly in transit for Moravia, Switzerland, and 
South Germany. 
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XI.—THE COMMERCIAL SITUATION IN CHINA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Sir Claude Macdonald, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Pekin, encloses a summary of the remarks 
on the commercial situation in China since the end of the war 
with Japan, contained in a report for 1895, of Her Majesty’s 
Assistant Judge and Registrar at Shanghai. 

According to this report, since the termination of the late war, 
the views of the official classes in China, with regard to the 
introduction of railways and other improvements, have, unfortu- 
nately, undergone no change. The only line of railway which has 
been taken in hand seriously is the one which will run from 
Tientsin to the capital. 

Two new factors have, however, been introduced into the 
existing situation. These are—(1) the right to import machinery 
and establish manufactories at the open ports, and (2) the con- 
siderable sums of money which China has borrowed abroad, and 
which constitute a national debt, 

As regards the importation of machinery, three British com- 
panies and one German have been formed at Shanghai already, and 
40,000 spindles will be ready to commence work there before 
the end of 1896. Two Japanese companies have also come 
forward, but it is doubtful whether further action will be taken 
by them, as the Japanese Government is said no longer to view 
these schemes with favour, as is, indeed, but natural. The native 
factories previously established are very prosperous. 180,000 bales. 
of Bombay yarn are imported annually. Japanese yarn, at 
72 taels a bale, made mostly from Chinese cotton—which pays 
export duty, &c.—is also being brought to Shanghai, and made 
up into cloth at a profit to the manufacturer. It is, therefore, clear 
that China will gain enormously in making her own yarn and the 
coarser kinds of cloth. 

It is probable that the altered state of things which has thus 
been created will result in changes in the Jines of trade between 
China and England. British trade will, however, not necessarily 
suffer, but may even be a gainer. In Mr. Jamieson’s own words: 
* China has been a good customer up to the full extent of her 
“ means. She takes value in goods for everything she sells. The 
“ manufacture of her own yarn and commoner cloths will set free 
“ a present annual payment of, say, two to three millions. She will 
want to spend this in something, no doubt; what particular 
will to seen, but doubtless Lancashire 
will have a share in supplying her with an increased quanti 
of the finer cloths.” 

The foreign loans contracted by China amounted to about 
40 millions sterling. The revenue derived from the Imperial 
Maritime Customs 1s suthcient to meet the charges which must now 
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be met, but this is the only income 01 which the Central Govern- 
ment can count. If China is to make any progress at all, it 
is obvious that great sums will have to be expended in the 
immediate future, and to raise these, additional taxation will have 
to be imposed. Any increase of the tariff which is fixed by 
treaty would require the consent of the signatory Powers. In 
financial matters the provinces in China enjoy great independence, 
and the Central Government receives the sums specified by it 
more as a gift than as a right; for each province defrays the 
expenses of its internal administration before handing anything 
over to the Peking authorities. In the case of several provinces 
—such as Kuang-si and Yiinnan—the revenue raised within their 
boundaries is only sufficient for local needs. The sums required 
by the Peking Government from the provinces do not vary much 
in normal times, but when any extraordinary expenses have to 
be met the Imperial Government is compelled to demand the 
money from the provinces which are best able to pay, viz., the 
coast provinces and those in the Yangtze Valley. 

The principal sources of the revenue raised by the provisional 
governments are the land tax, the salt tax, and likin or inland 
duties, It would be very difficult in the present circumstances 
of the Chinese Empire to effect any change in the land and 
salt tax. 

There remains then only the likin, over which the provincial 
governments have complete control. The system of internal 
taxation in China is the worst in the world. Unhappily, the 
present disposition of the rulers of China makes it only too 
possible that an attempt will be made to raise additional reveune 
by an increase of the likin levies, the effect. of which would be 
to still further disturb the free flow of commerce. 

There is but one mode of raising a revenue in China which 
would benefit both herself and her customers, and that is to pro- 
vide every possible facility for the increase of trade. Increase of 
trade entails increase of the Customs revenue. Likin should be 
- abolished, even at the risk of an immediate sacrifice of revenue, 
and railways and improved communications of every kind should 
be introduced. It would be an advantage in the long run if the 
tariff were temporarily increased. The rates now imposed were 
established on a 5 per cent. basis, but many articies at present 
pay no more than 8 or 4 per cent., and a moderate increase would 
not affect the consumption. 

The Central Government at present only derive a revenue of 
7 or 8 million taels from the likin dues. Even if tne rates of 
the tariff were raised to a 7} per cent. basis, the increase in 
revenue would compensate the Government for any loss of likin 
revenue. Foreign imports would in this case be slightly more 
costly to the consumer at the open ports, while to the inland 
consumer, who is much poorer, they would be cheaper. 

But if any change be made, the consent of all the treaty 
Powers will have to be obtained, and even if the Central Govern- 
ment agree to abolish iikin, there is no certainty that the pro- 
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visional authorities can be trusted to carry out the engagements 
which may be entered inte. The proceedings, for instance, of 
the Canton officials with regard to transit passes are certainly not 
encouraging. Still there is much to be said for trying the experi- 
ment, and it must be admitted that the arrangements entered into 
with regard to opium by the Convention of 1885 have on the 
whole worked well. There is, however, certainly little hope of 
improvement as long as the present system of administration 
continues, and while the Central Government has so little control 
over the provincial officials.--(Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No. 1803.) 


XII.—JAPANESE SHIPPING AND INDIAN TRADE.* 


In no department of commercial enterprise is the advancement 
of Japan more signally shown. than in the growth of its mercan- 
tile marine. The Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the largest Japanese 
Company, has now four distinct lines of steamers, one to America, 
avother to Australia, a third to Iondon and Antwerp, and a 
fourth to India; and all of them are subsidised by the Japanese 
Government. 

The Bombay service is a monthly one, but during the cotton 
season four extra steamers will be put on to cope with the heavy 
additional traffic, so that there will be 16 sailings in the year. 
The very cheap freights of last cold season are now a thing of the 
past, the Japanese line having entered into an agreement with 
the three principal competing lines—the P. and O., the Austrian 
Lloyds, and the Messageries—az to the limit below which cargo 
shall not be accepted. The fear that has been expressed as to 
further enhancements of rates. now that the conference ring has 
been formed, need not cause the cotton merchants 1ouch anxiety. 
It is said that there is a tacit understanding that if the other 
companies in the conference desire an enhancement, the Japanese 
Company will refuse their consent. and will again resume their 
former policy. Of course this intention would not apply in the 
event of such a universal rise in freights all the world over as to 
warrant reasonable enhancements in regard to cargo for the Far 
East. 

The information that, under existing circumstances, a rise in 
freights will be opposed by a company with a Government sub- 
sidy at its back is the more satisfactory since the competition of 
the cotton States of America with India for the Japanese market 
will be rendered fur more easy than it has been before, ‘by the 
new Pacific line of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha. Seattle on Puget 
Sound has been fixed upon as the American port for the new line. 


* « Bombay Gazette.” 
93278. 
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It is anticipated that a very lucrative trade will spring up 
between the two countries in consequence of this line, and that 
raw cotton from the Southern States will find its way to Japan 
in large quantities; but it is to be hoped that the development 
of Indian trade with Japan in this raw material during the last 
two or three years will not be arrested by what is practically new 
competition from the West. Rapid as has been the growth of 
this branch of trade directed from Bombay, there is still ample 
room for further advance. The business is a lucrative one, 
exporters obtaining a quicker return with fewer deductions than 
is the case in regard to indents from Europe. India having 
practically lost her export to Japan of yarn and manufactured 
cotton goods, the maintenance and extension of business in raw 
material which has taken its place is a matter of great moment. 
The effect of the new Pacific line upon it will therefore be 
watched with great interest, not only by cotton merchants, but 
by all students of Indian commercial statistics. 
The arrangements for, and the prospects in regard to, the Nippon 
Yusen line to London and Antwerp is a matter of less conse- 
quence to Indian commerce generally. But it is not without its 
interest to those who, at the instance of the Passengers’ Defence 
League Association, are seeking cheaper passages to and from 
England. The new service has not hitherto, except in one or 
two instances, included Bombay in its itinerary owing to the 
abnormal lowness of freight charges, and to the sufficiency of 
cargo obtained at other ports of call. However, it is now 
intended to make the service a fortnightly instead of a monthly 
one, and three large steamers have been built to be put on the 
line. It is therefore expected that with these increased facilities 
for dealing with merchandise and passenger traffic the Company 
will find it desirable to regularly include Bombay in their list of 
ports. It remains to be seen, however. whether the berth accomo- 
_ dation will be adequate, after the demands of passengers from 
Japan and China have been met, to enable Anglo-Indians to 
rely upon booking passages with any degree of certainty. If so, 
a brisk demand for berths may be anticipated, for the rates are 
materially less than those of any other regular line of steamers. 
It will be remembered that when the spacious new ship, the 
* Tosa Maru,” inaugurated the service last April numerous appli- 
cations were made to the local agents for passages from Bombay, 
but none could be given, owing to all the berths being occupied. 
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XIIL—THE WOOLLEN INDUSTRY OF 
BRITISH INDIA.* 


Although a marked decline occurred in the imports of woollen 
manufactures into India within the last three years, there is no 
reason to suppose that it will be permanent. It should be taken 
into consideration that there was an exceptionally big trade done 
in 1893-94 in woollens as well as in cotton goods. Speculating, 
on the one hand, on the impending re-imposition of the import 
duties, and, on the other, on a probable fall in the temporary 
high rate of exchange which followed the closing of the mints in 
June 1893, exporters in Europe pushed their goods into the 
Indian market as fast as possible, and it is likely enough that the 
excess over normal stocks was not worked off even last year. That 
the import trade in woollens has substantially improved within 
the last decade is demonstrated clearly enough by a comparison 
of the relative statistics for the five years 1884-85 to 1888-89, 
and 1890-91 to 1894-95, which shows, after deducting re-exports, 
an expansion of no less than 14 per cent. in the value of imported 
materials absorbed in the country. 

From these figures it may be fairly concluded that the local 
woollen manufacturing industry has not yet been established on 
a scale anything like ini enough to enable it to check materially 
the said expansion; and that there is ample room for further 
development. A closer inspection of the statistics relating to 
imports shows that, within the 10 years above referred to, although 
shipments from the United Kingdom had fallen off by about 9} 
per cent., they were still considerably more than double the value 
of all the other exporting countries in Europe put together. 
Shipments from the Continent, again, have increased by “ leaps 
and bounds.” Germany’s are six times greater than they were 
(although this remarkable enhancemeut was probably, in some 
measure, due to the establishment of direct lines of steamers from 
Teutenic to Indian ports); those from France have more than 
trebled; Austria’s have more than doubled themselves; and 
Holland is not an unimportant new competitor in the trade. 
Belgium, on the contrary, has rather lost ground, and Italy, 
although her exports never touched a lakh of rupees, is now out 
of the running, 

The opinion may, therefore, be hazarded that the increase on 
the import woollen trade has of late been largely owing to the 
growing demand for those cheaply got-up fabrics, mixed with 
cotton and shoddy, but attractive as regards finish, which the 
representatives and agents of Continental manufacturers have 
been pushing so industriously within the past few years. Generally 


* Based on an article in “ Capital ” (Bengal). 
j c 2 
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speaking, as regards cheap, very low class woollen goods the 
Indian mills are nowhere in the competition with Europe, 
confining themselves, as they do as a rule, to “100 per cent. 
of pure wool,” and ce made of “pure wool,” even of very 
poor quality, cannot be turned out in India at so low a figure as 
that at which the spurious stuffs ‘made in Germany, can be 
laid down. Indian woollen mills are supplying to Indian con- 
sumers genuine material ; Continental manufacturers are endeavour- 
ing to spoil their trade with sheer imitations to a large extent, it 
is feared, in spite of the Merchandise Marks Act. 

In Calcutta there is a very large trade done in Cooly blankets, 
immense quantities of which annually find their way to Assam and 
elsewhere ; and, although the up-country mills have strenuously 
endeavoured to secure a share of this business, they have signally 
failed. It is, however, neither in this direction ror in that of 
spurious broadcloths, serges, tweeds and other “ made up” fabrics 
that any new woollen manufacturing enterprise need look. An 
opening that would seem to hold a very fair promise of success 
exists in the finer descriptions of cloth which, up to the present 
time, practically speaking, have not been produced in India. It 
is perhaps this line, partly, to which allusion was made in the last 
published half-yearly report of the Cawnpore Woollen Mills Co., 
Ltd., as holding out prospects of better remuneration than contracts 
with the Army Clothing Department. Of course this would not 
meet the ideal economic .condition of working on raw material 
produced in the country; but the fact isthat, although wool, 
adaptable for the manufacture of superior cloths, can be and is 
grown in India, as, for example, some varieties of hill wool, yet 
it cannot be procured free from “ kemps” and hair—a defect 
which is formiaable, if not fatal, where the production of really 
high-class goods is concerned. Hence it would be necessary, in 
order to produce fine cloths, to work on imported—say Australian 
—wool. It may be assumed that materials made entirely from 
imported wool leave a fair margin of profit, fur such goods are, 
at the present moment, turned out in considerable quantity, both 
in Cawnpore and Dhariwal, although the trade in them can 
hardly be said to have developed much beyond a mere family- 
supplying business, and at best such wares are not to be classed 
exactly as “ fine ” as fur as make and finish are concerned. What 
is wanted is to match the kind of goods displayed in large 
European tailoring establishments. In the year 1893-94 about 
59,000 Ibs. of Australian wool was imported into India, and in the 
previous year 80,307 lbs. wool, supposed to have been derived 
from that Colony, was similarly imported from England. 

The idea of working entirely on imported wool is no new one. 
Some years ago a scheme was started in Australia, at a time when 
rates for wool had fallen very low in the Colonies, to establish 
woollen mills in India entirely supported by Australian capital, for 
the manufacturing of cloth exclusively from Australian wool. 
Capital was actually raised in Victoria, but the scheme was 
eventually abandoned, because ihe price of wool rose again, while 
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inquiries had elicited that the mills already started had secured 
much of the market for goods of European make. 

Take the value of all manufactures of wool imported into India 
as, Say, one and a half crores, it is probably well within the mark 
to put down one-half of this as representing materials that could 
partly be manufactured locally at a fair profit, from fine imported 
wool entirely, and partly from that mixed with Indian wool. 

Although mainly relying on the likelihood of finding it profitable 
to work on the Australian product, the indigenous growth could 
be turned to as well, if necessary. In respect of the Australian 
scheme referred to, another reason alleged for its abandonment was 
that the amount of wool grown in India was by no means small, 
and that, although inferior to the Colonial, it was good enough for 
ordinary demands, while decidedly cheaper. Some years ago the 
produce of India was estimated—very roughly and not on very 
trustworthy bases—at about 72 million pounds annually. At any 
rate any new wills starting miglt be very well free from 
apprehension as to not being able to procure stock to work on. 
It is indisputable, too, that for ordinary purposes Indian wool 
is perfectly suitable. Some years ago Bombay purchasers agreed 
to buy only clean wool, and the increasing demand in Europe 
is tolerably clear evidence that Western manufacturers no longer 
regard it with so much disfavour. The averaze value of Indian 
wool exported (which is shipped almost exclusively to the United 
Kingdom) in the six years ending 1890, was close on 92 lakhs 
of rupees ;, and for the succeeding six years 1] crore and 15 lakhs, 
an increase of 25 per cent. 

It cannot be denied that the Indian mills are in a position to, 
and do turn out cloths perfectly equal in every respect to those 
imported by Government through the Stores Department, to the 
value of some 36 to 40 lukhs every year, exclusive of woollen 
apparel. And this is a portion of the trade which should 
eventually fal! to the Indian mills. In the meantime there is a 
large field to be cultivated in the Native States, which, so far 
have not been exploited to more than the, extent of perhaps 
one-third of their capacity as consumers of woollen materials. 
And, last of all, there is the general consumption of the country, 
shown to be steadily increasing, and which must needs go on 
increasing as the establishment of new markets follows the 
extension of the railway system, and as the spending power and 
the standard of comfort of the population continue tc rise 


together, 
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XIV.—THE TRADE OF INDIA WITH CENTRAL 
ASIA vid LEH, 


A despatch has been received at the India Office from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir A. C. Talbot, K.C.LE., Resident in 
Kashmir, enclosing a report by Captain G. C. Trench, Assistant 
to the Resident ‘ot Ladakh, on the trade of India with Chinese 
and Russian-Turkistan and Tibet vid Leh for the year ending 
31st March 1896. 

A glance at the map will show that the trade-routes from 
Lhassa, Khutan, Yarkand, Kashgar, and Russian-Turkistan all 
converge at Leh and thence diverge to Simla by the Kulu road 
and to Kashmir by the Srinagar route. The latter of these lines 
is one of the most important means of communication between 
Chinese-Turkistan and India. From Kashmir again, many routes 
lead to the Punjab. It will be clear from this that Leh is an 
obligatory point for all trades using this route to Central Asia, 
and is therefore the only one place at which accurate figures cf 
the whole of the through trade could be collated directly and 
simultaneously from all traders. It must naturally be difficult 
for compilers of statistics at Rawalpindi and other Customs posts 
of the Punjab to obtain reliable data of what imports remain in 
Kashmir and what are transmitted onwards. The consignees of 
the goods deal with their merchandise in Srinagar according to 
market prices as quoted from Ladakh, and these may easily vary 
during the time that goods are in transit from Rawalpindi to 
Srinagar, a journey of a fortnight for traders with bulky or heavy 
merchandise. 

The attention of the Chambers of Commerce might well be 
invited to Srinagar and Leh as depédts for a commerce which 
undoubtedly possesses the elements of possible advantage. It 
would be a mistake to consider that because the Central Asian 
land trade can never acquire the same importance as the seaborne 
commerce of a large mercantile port, the trans-frontier land trade 
is therefore a quantité negligeable not worth competing for with 
the Russians. Some of the local commerce at Srinagar is 
entirely dependent on Central Asia supplies of raw material which 
is manufactured in Kashmir and re-exported to India. Two 
examples will suffice to show this. Ingots of pure silver, bearing 
the Chinese stamp aud known as “ Yambus,” come down from 
Leh. ‘These are manufactured into the celebrated silver ware of 
Kashmir, which is both sold to visitors on the spot and exported to 
India, Namdahs (felts) again, in plain pieces of white felt are 
imported into Srinagar from Yarkand. These are dyed and 
worked in Srinagar. There they are sold or re-exported to India, 
together with other Kashmir art ware. Again, the little tur- 
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quoise covered boxes 80 commonly made in Srinagar are manu- 
factured out of the rough turquoises which Lhassa sends down by 
the Leh-Srinagar road. Yet, practically, the trade in these articles 
is Central Asian and not Kashmiri, for without the raw material 
the manufactured article could never be exported to India. ~ 

The increase that has already taken place in the trade shows 
that the physical difficulties against which the traders have to 
contend, though great, are by no means insurmountable, and it 
may prove of interest to briefly recupitulate the history of the 
establishment of this line as a trade route. The road was opened 
by a commercial mission under Sir Douglas Forsyth, in 1873, 
with a view to tapping the trade of Kashgaria and Western China. 
At first only a few of the more enterprising merchants were 
induced to ply between Yarkand and Leh, where they bartered 
their goods for British and Indian manufactures and products 
brought through the Punjab and Kashmir by the Kulu and 
Srinagar routes. Subsequently the appointment of a British 
Joint Commission in Ladakh guaranteed the safe conduct and 
commercial interests of the merchants who used it.. As was 
natural in a practically unknown country, where a distance of 
500 miles separated the two trading centres of Leh and Yarkand, 
and where high passes and barren deserts intervened between, it 
took many years before the best jine was discovered, Great 
efforts were made to establish communications across the high 
plateaux of the Chang Chen Mo. This route is described as the 
easiest of the roads, and is said to be practicable for camels, but 
it is longer than the one now used and the track is not well 
marked. Some 12 years ago a whole caravan was practically lost 
on the Lingzi Thang plains, and Kizil Yilga was only reached 
after many of the ponies had been eaten by the starving members 
of the caravan. Since then that route has been totally aban- 
doned. 

There are now two practicable routes. In summer, caravans 
cross the Sasser and the Karakoram passes on a:rcad 480 miles 
from Leh to-Yarkand. Convoys returning thence still cross the 
Karakoram, but avoid the Sasser pass by following the frozen 
Shaiok river, a longer but easier march of 520 miles. This latter 
route is of course only practicable in winter. For many years 
the attempt to divert the Central Asian traffic down the free 
highway established by treaty between the British Government and 
His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir was not very successful, 
but by 1884 the trade had increased to the till then unprecedented 
figure of 37 lakhs. A European company was started with the 
idea of exploiting the resources of a market in which there was 
as yet no competition. The enterprise, however, proved pre- 
mature and the scheme abortive. The means of communication 
were too primitive to carry any large amount of valuable 
merchandise. The roads were coolie tracks and goat paths 
crossing steep mountains, and many ponies with their freights 
were lost on the precipices, or while crossing the ricketty country 
bridges which then spanned the Suru and the Dras rivers. | 
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Subsequently the Government of India spent a considerable 
sum on improving the Kulu road, which connects Leh with the 
trading centres of Amritsar and Hoshiarpur, and valuable im- 
provements were effected between Srinagar and Leh. A good 
eix-feet pack road was run along the Indus and through the 
Llamayurn valley. These paved the way to increased traffic. 
The trade, after falling to 25 lakhs in 1888-89, rose to 31 lakhs. 
The Kashmir State made several useful grants towards further 
improvements. In 1893 the Shergol nullah was pierced by a 
new road, which avoided its eight unsafe bridges. A bridge was 
constructed over the Indus, and a road was made over the Khar- 
dong pass, the steepest of those which lead to the Karakoram 
from Leh. Transport freight naturally fell, and the trade rose in 
1893-94 to nearly 40 lakhs, In 1894 Ladakh was visited by 
a heavy flood, the increase in its arboriculture and cultivation 
having apparently considerably affected the local rainfall. 

The destruction of the Ladakh bridges and the wreck of the 
Siaiok boats proved, however, beneficial rather than the reverse. 

The Kashmir Darbar made a prompt extra grant to meet the 
emergencies, and within two months the road was restored to 
better condition than before. Traffic was re-opened, and the 
trade rose to 60 lakhs. During the present year the road-making 
policy bas been carried on and the total value of the trade has 
advanced to Rs. 62,16,177, exceeding in value by over 2 lakhs of 
rupees the total of last year, and more than equal to the total 
revenue of Kashmir. 

The total value of imports amounted to Rs. 33,20,751 as 
against Rs. 31,65,218 in the previous year, and the exports 
amounted to Rs. 28,95,426 as against Rs. 28,50,102. The im- 
ports from India and Turkistan both show a satisfactory increase. 

The exports to Turkistan and Chang Thang have also risen. 
From these figures the increase to the trade with Tibet call for 
special remarks. Although only a small amount of this trade is 


‘ between Leh and the capital Lhassa, and the majority with the 


Nomad people inhabiting the western highlands of Tibet known 
as the Chang Thang plains, it is nevertheless an exchange of 
oods with a country where, not counting the imports from China, 
England should have an entire monopoly. 
ere is no doubt that trade between Lhassa, the unvisited 
capital of Tibet, and India might be considerably increased. 
Reports state that Tibet contains gold, and its wool is already 
famous, while Lhassa itself might become the place of exchange 
for English, Indian, and Chinese goods. 

India commands the three routes to Lhassa available by a 
western power, viz.,vid Leh, Nepal, and Sikkim, and none of 
these routes are fully developed to the advantage of commerce. 

Leh is the halfway house for caravans from India and from 
Yarkand ; there, merchants from Russian and Chinese territory 
meet the Indian trader with his English and Indian goods, though 
many there are who make the whole journey from India to 
Turkistan and return the following year. 
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In four months of the year the Leh bazar is full of meu of 
very varying nationality, the long-coated Mohammedans from 
Central Asia, the Thibetan with his prayer-wheel, and the Hinde 
of India in his white clothes, all bargaining and exchanging their 
wares, and while the Indian returns by the somewhat easy road 
to India with the produce of Turkistan, the trader from the north 
starts back on his rough and trying journey to Yarkand. 

Considering the commercial activity of Russia, England’s only 
rival in Central Asia, and her set purpose to obtain for herself 
the monopoly of all the markets of China which are more 
especially open to her from behind, it appears of the greatest 
importance that England should not remain inactive in opening 
up routes from the South and West to Lhassa, a place that is sti 
commercially inaccessible to Russia, closed to commerce, and to 
the open markets of the world by a body of Lamas, whose 
ignorance and arrogance, the result of isolation, is so great that 
they consider Nepal and Kashmir a3 countries of greater impor- 
tance than England. 

With regard to special articles of trade, there was an advance 
of Rs. 53,560 in the value of the trade in European manufactured 
cotton as compared with last year. The total exports to Turkistan 
of English goods amounted to Rs. 7,27,000, and that of Indian 
manufactured cotton to Rs. 48,060. The amount of English 
manufactured goods is nearly double that of five years ago, and 
three times as much as ten years ago. 

The ircreased demand for indigo at Yarkand caused a very 
large increase in the import of that dye as compared with the 
previous year, The trade in this article is fluctuating and 


depends largely on prices ruling in Yarkand, which again depend | 


on the amount that is taken from India. Last year the price in 
Yarkand for indigo being as high as Rs. 5 per seer, the merchants 
took large quantities and a corresponding fall is expected this 
year. The indigo is used by the hand weavers of Yarkand and 
Kashgar, who weave the blue stuffs which are worn by all 
Chinamen; but this trade is not capable of very large develop- 
ment, for indigo is more easily imported into China from India 
by the ports than by the back way through Leh. 

The trade in skins has too increased by Rs. 6,385 since last 
year owing to increased demand and better prices in Yarkand. 
This increase in skins, which consists of otter, fox, &c., and other 
kinds suitable for trimming coats, is due chiefly to the very high 
prices of Russian furs, which are now finding a better field for 
sale in the West than in the East. The better class women in 
Yarkand, Kashgar, wear enormous hats lined and turned up with 
good fur, which was formerly beaver and otter from Russia. These 
hats are about 18 inches to 2 feet wide at the top, and cost, with 
Russian fur, Rs. 80 to Rs. 150. Since the introduction of cheaper 
furs from India the demand for this class of hat has increased,. 
and the price with Indian fur, such as fox, &c., is only about 
Rs. 15 to Rs. 30. The men, too, all wear fur round a velvet 
cap, and this fur which was formerly Russian is now generally 
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Indian. The Pathan traders state that the same remarks. would 
apply to Kabul, where fur is much used to trim the coats of the 
upper classes, and that there also, owing to the prohibitive price 
of Russian fur imported through Bokhara-.the Indian furs are 
coming more into use. 

A satisfactory increase of Rs. 16,680 is shown in the value of 
unmanufactured leather this year. This commodity is capable of 
jarge development. The fashion for —s long Russian boots 
in Yarkand, &c., is on the increase; the Yarkandis now have 
learned that Indian tanned: leather is much more durable than 
Russian tanned leather; and that, by importing the ready tanned 
leather from India, they can make their own boots better and 
more durable than ready-made Russian ones. The leather does 
not go beyond Chinese Turkistan into Russia or China. 

e trade under the heading “ Miscellaneous” shows a very 
large increase this year. The total amount of the miscellaneous 
imports is Rs. 72,230, as against Rs. 39,740 in the previous 
year. 
This year’s total, calculated at the rate of exchange, would 
amount to between 30,000/. to 40,0002. and seeing the now fairly 
established markets in Turkistan with tendency to increase, 
the special attention of all Chambers of Commerce, and, perhaps, 
more especially those more directly interested in cotton manu- 
factured articles, should be called to the Leh trade-route, and 
Turkistan as an outlet for their goods. An interest on their part 
in this backway to China, and direct communication between the 
Chambers of Commerce, through the assistants to the Resident 
of Kashmir, at Leh, and at Kashgar, and the traders engaged in 
carrying and selling these goods, would be of inestimable ad- 
vantage, and give great encouragement to those whose interest 
it is to open new markets for England’s manufactured articles, 
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XV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 
(Continued from the October number of the “Board of Trade 


Journal,” p, 426.) 
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No. Articles, Rate of Duty. 
Parts of carriages, as under :-— 
Sets of wheels (unbored and untired) - - 11. 12s. per set. 
Do. do., (bored or - - 21, 8s. per set. 
Poles - - - - 4s. each. 
Shafts and - - 10d. per set. 
Undergear (including axles and arms) = = - 31. 4s. per set. 
Buggy tops (if composed principally of 4l, each. 
Do. (if of any other material) 21. 8s. each. 
Carriage bodies in the white os - Al, each. 
Partly boiled fruits - - 8d. per lb. 
Passengers’ baggage, being eabin furniture and 
~| _ personal luggage - - Free. 
Paste and oil, furniture - ~ - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Do. and polishing, harness = - - 25 of° ad val. 
Pasteboard - 4s. per cwt. 
Patent safety oil engines used as portable or sta- 
tionary engines - - 15.°/, ad val. 
Patent dryers <i) 2/. per ton. 
Pattens and clogs - - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Pearl barley - - - | 7s. 6d. per cental. 
Peas - - - - | 2s, 11d. per cental. 
443 | Peel, candied, drained, or preserved - . 2d. per lb, 
Pedals, for bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles, 
not being brazed or joined with any other part - Free. 
Pencil cases. See “ Jewellery” 20 °/, ad val. 
Ferambulators (including escond-hand), whether 
wholly or partly made up, or parts of the same - 35 °/, ad val. 
Percussion caps (metal) - - - Free. 
Perforated chat - Free. 
Do., zine - - - - Free. 
Perfumed spirits - - - 4s. per gallon. 
444 Perfumery - 20 */, ad val. 
Ferry, in bottles, per gallon, or for six reputed 
quart bottles, or for 12 reputed pint organ - Is, 3d. 
Do., not otherwise enumerated = - - 10d. per gallon. 
Personal luggage - - - Free. 
Persimmons, green (Japanese date plums) - - Free. 
Pestles and mortars (inetal) - - - Free. 
Phaetons, mail (including second-hand) - 401. each. 
Photographic materials, being chinaware, earthen- 
ware, glassware, and porcelain - - - Free. 
Pianos, upright (including second-hand) - 51. each. 
Do., square, grand, or Gneluding 
second-hand) - 151. each. 
Pianoforte action (including second-hand), made io 5 °/, ad val, 
Pickets, dressed - 6s. 6d. per 100. 
Do., undressed - - ~ 6d. per 100. 
Pickles (packed in bottles, jars, or other vessels, 
not exceeding one gallon in size), as under :— 
445 Quarts and over a pint - - - 3s. per dozen. 
446 Pints and over a half-pint - - 2s. 6d. per dozen. 
447 Half-pints and smaller sizes . 1s. per dozen. 
448 Over a quart and not canatiog a gallon - 12s, per dozen. 
449 | Do., all other : - 20 °/, ad val. 
Picks (metal) - - - 80 °/, ad val 
Picture-frame mouldings, not mitred wien 15 °/, ad val 
Do., mitred - : 35 °/, ad val 
Pictures, mounts or ‘stands for - - 20 °/, ad val. 


Do., used or designed for use for advertising ant 
poses 


4d, per Ib. 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
‘ Picture frames, wooden - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Pig iron - Free. 
Pigs, live - . - - 10s. per head. 
Pineapples, green - - Free. 
Pins, gimp (metal) - - Free. 
Pipe organs second-hand), and all 
thereof 25 °/, ad val. 
Pipes and viz. 
Brass cased, brazed, solid dee; welded, and 
fittings, iron screwed for iron Free. 
Fittings for (metal) - 30 °/, ad val. 
Pipes (castings) and connections for same a 31. per ton, 
450 | Do., smoking, clay 1s. per gross. 
451 | Do.. do., all other, and cigar and cigarette holders - - 25 °/, ad val. 
452 | Do., cases for pipes, “ and igus holders - 25 °/, ad val. 
Piping, lead - - 2s. 6d. per cwt. 
453 | Pitch - - 25 °/° ad vdi. 
Do., being bone pitch, sweated or pogunt piteh, 
and Stockholm pitch - - Free. 
-| Plaits, hair (exten of artificial human hair, manu- 
factured) 25 °/, ad val. 
Plait stems, hair (articles of attificial human hair, 
manufactured) -- 25 °/, ad val. 
Plaitings - 25 °/, ad val, 
Planes, being machine tools 20 ad val. 
Plaster of Paris and other patents having sulphate 
of lime as a basis - 1s. per cwt. 
Plate (metal), not in the rough Free. 
454 Do., of gold and silver, jewellery, watches, and 
heirlooms which have been in use and which 
have been left by will to, or inherited by, the 
importer, provided that such articles are not im- 
ported for sale, and that the intrinsic value 
thereof does not exceed 75 per cent. of the 
t value of new articles of a ee description ; 
and trophies won - - Free.* 
455 | Do., of gold 8s. per oz. troy. 
456 | Do., of silver - 2s. per oz. troy. 
4 Plated and mixed metalware “(except furniture 
4 otherwise dutiable) 25 °/, ad val. 
6 Do., being door handles, locks, shaft-tips, stump 
: and finger joints, and slot irons used in ings 
building, harness mountings, and hames Free, 
Plates, circular, for the manufacture of saws (metal) Free. 
Do., prepared for and 
(metal) - Free. 
] Do., printed (paper), used or designed for use for 
advertising purposes - - - 4d. per |b. 
Do., tank (castings) . ~ - - 31. per ton. 
457 | Do., decorated tin, for nena ae - {123 °/, ad val. 
Playing cards - - | 3s. per dozen packs, 
Do., in sheets - - _- | 2s. 6d. per dozen packs. 
Plumbers’ stock-pots (hollowware, iron) . Free. 
Plums, Japanese date Free. 
Plush, silk, hatters’ - - Free. 
Do., cut up into sizes or lengthefor covering furni- 
ture, under regulations to be made by the Com 
F missioner of Trade and Customs - Free. 
Do., imitations of, being woollen manufactures or 
manufactures containing wool, being piece goods 
and all portions of piece goods, not made up | 
i (except for upholstery—free) - - - | 15°/, ad val. 


* Heirlooms shall mean and include all articles that have been in the possession 
of the sender or any decensed meee ie a period of not less than five years. 
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No. Article. Rate of Duty. 
Plush, imitations of,and similar makes for ugietenry Free. 
Pneumatic tyres, inflators for (metal) . Free. 
| Do., for bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles, 
all fittings and parts used in the manufacture 
of, not being brazed or jetand with any other 
part - Free. 
Do., parts of, hey | valves, wires, and rims (metal) Free, 
Do., steel rims for, for bicycles, tricycles, and 
similar vehicles, not being eropaied or joined with 
any other part - Free, 
Pole and shaft eyes (metal) - - - ; 
Poles (parts of carriages) - - 4s. each. 
Poles and shafts (in the rough, wooden) - Free. 
Polishes, made of plumage, in packages of less 
than 2 lbs. weight 20°), ad val. 
Polishing, harness - - - . 25 °/, ad val. 
Porcelain and chinaware 15 °/, ad val. 
Porcelain, being photographic, scientific, and tele- 
graphic materials Free. 
Pork - . - - 10s. per 100 Ibs. 
Portable engines, fixed on ‘a henemaities boiler 
horizontally, and fitted with wheels and shafts 
suitable for transport on an ordinary road - 15 °/, ad val. 
Porter, in bottles, per gatlon, or for six reputed 
quart bottles, or for 12 reputed pint bottles - 1s. 3d. 
Do., not otherwise enumerated = - - 10d. per gallon. 
Portmanteaus, leather, or of witch leather is the 
most valuable part 30 °/, ad val. 
Posters, of all kinds, framed, See vat Stationery.” “6 85 of ad val, 
Posts and rails, undressed Free 
458 | Potatoes - 1/. per ton. 
Pots, being Danish, Jue, oval, plumbers’ 
stock, and three-legge¢ (ho jowware, iron) Free. 
Pots, flower. See “ Earthenware.” 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Powder, fine meal, not sporting, in tulk and in 
packages of not less than 25 lbs. each - - Free. 
Do., common blasting - - - - Free. 
Do., sporting - - - - 3d. per Ib. 
Powder-inks, writing - . - 10 °/, ad val. 
459 | Powders, baking, seidlitz, washing - - - 20 °/, ad val 
Precious s‘ones, unset - ree. 


Preparations, medical, containing alcohol -4 


Do., do., containing opium - 


Prepared pitch - - - - 


12s. per gallon of the 
strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, 
and in proportion for 
any greater or less 
strength than the 
strength of proof, 
when not dutiable at 
a higher rate, under 
the heading of 
medicines liable to 
25 °/, ad val. 

per 1b. of opiuin 
contained therein, 
when not dutiable at 
a higher rate under 
the head of medi- 
cines liable to duty 
at 25 °/, ad val. 

Free, 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 


| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 

| 

| 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Preserved fruits (preserved from decay by any 
process), not mars in or other 
vessels - 8d. per Ib. 
Do. (not dried), packed in bottles, jars, or othen 
vessels, as under :-— 
Quarts, and over a pint - - - 6s. per dozen. 
Pints, and over half a pint - - . 3s. per dozen. 
Half pints and smaller sizes - ~ - ls. 6d. per dozen. 
Over a quart and not exceeding a gallon - 18s. per dozen. 
Preserved meats and fish, an salted or dried or 
preserved in brine 2d. per pint or lb.* 
Preserved milk - - - - | 2d. per pint or lb. 
Preserved peel - 2d, per Ib. 
Preserving jars (glassware), when cut, embossed, 
engraved, etched, frosted, ground, or sand- 
blasted 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.t 
Do., do., not engraved, etched, : 
frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - - | 1s. per cubic foot.t 
ing pans (hollowware, iron ) ~ - Free. 
Presses, printing (metal) - - - Free.f 
Do., wine - - Free. 
Primers (metal) - - - Free. 
Printed flannels, woollen manufactures or 
tures containing wool, being piece goods and all 
portions of piece goods not made up, printed or 
coloured all over (but not plain 
blued, or Shetland flannels) = - 15 °/, ad val, 
Printed plates (paper), used or sonnel for use for 
advertising purposes - - 4d. per lb. 
Printers’ blankets - - - - - Free. 
Do. blocks and types (metal) - - Free. 
Do. and brass types (metal) - Free. 
Printing ink (coloured) - 6d. per Ib. 
Printing machines - - Free.f 
Printing paper, in original wrappers and uncut 
edges, as it leaves the mill pe Free. 
Printing presses - Free.f 
Propagating glasses, when cut, embossed, engraved, 
etched, frosted, ground, or sand-blasted 2s. 6d. per cub. ft. 
Do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sand- blasted - 1s, per cub. ft.t 
460 | Provisions (including vegetables), salted, dried, or 
preserved in brine, not otherwise enumerated 
(except beef, mutton, veal, lamb, and peck, oe- 
wise dutiable) - 5s. per cwt. 
Pudding bowls, C.C. (earthenware) - - 8d. per cub. ft.t 
Pulleys, under 4 inches (metal) - - Free. 
Pull-over hoods, - Free. 
Pulp, fruit - 3d. per Ib. 
Pulse and grain of every kind, not otherwise enu- 
merated 2s. per cental. 
Do., do., when prepared or in ieee way manufae- 
tured - 5s. per cental. 
Quartz hammers - 30 °/, ad val. 
461 | Quilts, sewn, cosies, and cushions ~ - 30 °/, ad val. 
Rails, tram and railway (metal) - - m Free. 
Rails and posts, undressed - - - Free. 


* Per pint or Ib., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 

t Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). : 

+ Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive-yower thereof (if any). 


i 
| 
| | 
4 
| 


Nov. 1896.] NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 559 
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Railway and tram rails (metal) «+ - . Free. 
Reaper and binder twine - - - 8s. per cwt. 
Reapers and binders - Free. 
Reaping machine knives . - - Free. 
Refrigerators and separators, dairy - - Free.* 
Reps, silk, for covering furniture - - Free. 
Resin oil, in bulk - - - Free. 
Resisters, automatical (fittings, electric) - - Free. 
Reticules, including the qutictee belonging Cif any) 25 °/, ad val. 
Retorts  - - 20 °/, ad 
462 | Rice - 6s. per cental. 
463 | Do., undressed, imported iato any bonded ware- 
house, and dressed therein - - 4s. per cental. 
464 | Do., paddy - 2s. per cental.. 
465 |.Do.,,imported into any bonded warehouse and 
manufactured into starch therein - Free. 
Rims, spokes, and felloes, in the rough (except 
hickory, free) + - 6d. per 100. 
Do., do., of hickory in the rough - - - Free. 
Do. " (metal), being parts of pneumatic tires - Free. 
Do., steel, for pneumatic or other tires for tricyles, 
- bicycles, and similar vehicles, not being brazed or 
joined with any other part .- “-° Free. 
Rings, curtain (metal) - Free. 
Do. of gold, finished or unfinished, but " without ‘ 
cameos or precious stones set therein. - - 4s. per dwt. troy. 
Rivets, copper - - - Free. 
Do. (metal) - Free. 
Rock salt, being browns Free. 
Rockingham ware. See “Earthenware” - ~| 8d. per eubic foot.* 
Rod, not machined and in the Free. 
Roller bolts (metal) - Free. 
Rolls, break, for roller flour mills - - Free. 

466 | Do., ornamental, for bookbinders’ - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Rope coir - 5s. per ewt. 
Rubber goer all exclusively used i in the manufac- 

ture of cycles and cycle tyres, not being weed 

or joined with any other part. - - Free. 
Rubbers (india-rubber - - Free. 
Ruchings - 25 °/, ad val. 
Rufflings - 25°), ad val. 
Rugs and rugging being woollen manufactures or 

manufactures containing wool, uot otherwise 

enumerated - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., floor, of all kinds not otherwise enumerated - 30 °/, ad val.. 

467 | Do. > waterproof and horse clothing (including saddle 

cloths, also girths not otherwise dutiable) - 35 °/, ad val. 
facks and bags, wholly or partly made, the capacity 

of which is less than three bushels - 6d. per dozen. 
Do., being ‘and sugar mats - - - Free. 
Sad irons - - Free. 
Saddles or of leather, or any manu- 

facture of which leather is the most valuable 

part - - 30 °/, ad val. 
Saddle cloths (woollen) - - Free. 
Do., not otherwise dutiable 5°}, ad val. 
Saddle trees :— 

468 Harness 10s. per dozen. 

469 Riding - 11, per dozen. 
Saddlers’ serges (woollen) - - - Free. 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any}- 
+ Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
470 | Salt 1l. per ton. 
471 | Do., being brown rock salt - Free. 
Sanitary wate, brown, cane, or fire-clay. See 
“Farthenware” = - - - | 8d. per cubic foot.* 
Sashweights (castings) - - - 8/. per ton. 
Sashes, window, unglascd - 2s per pair. 
De., do., giazed - - - 3s. per pair. 
Saucepans (hollow-ware, iron) Free. 
| Sauces, packed in bottles, jars, or other vessels not 
4 exceeding 1 gallon in size, as under, viz. :— 
472 Quarts and over a pint - - - 4s. per dozen. 
473 Pints and over half a pint - . 2s. per dozen. 
474 Half pints and over quarter pints = - - ls. per dozen 
475 4 Quarter pints and smaller sizes - 6d. per dozen 
476 Over a quart and not aneeng a gallon - 12s. per dozen. 
477 =| Sauces, all other - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Saucers, flower-pot (carthenware) - -| 8d. per cubic foot.* 
‘Saws of all kinds, but not the machinery connected 
therewith, if any (metal) - Free. 
Seales, to weigh up to 3 cwt. (metal) - Free. 
Scent boxes or cases, ating the were belonging 
thereto (if any) - 25 °/, ad val. 
School globes, mounted - ree. 
Seientific materials, bring chinaware, earthenware, 
and porcelain - Free. 
| Do. ieseaanints, being glassware and metal - - Free. 
Seotch barley oe - - - 7s. 6d. per cental. 
Scourers, twilled (wooilen) Free. 
Serap metal - Free. 
4 Screw hooks, eyes’and rings (metal) Free. 
Serews, cork, table, (metal) Free. 
Do., bench Free. 
Seat fasteners (metal) - Free. 
Do. lugs for bicycles, tr ieycles, ond: similar vehicles, 
not being brazed or with - Free. 
Seed, mustard - 3d. per Ib. 
478 | Seeds, canary . - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Seidlitz powders - - - ~ 20 °/, ad val. 
Seizing lines = - 12s. per cwt. 
Separators, cream - Free.t 
4 Do., dairy (metal). - - Free.t 
Serges, saddlers’ (woollen) - Free. 
Sewing machines - - - - Free.t 
Shaft couplings (metal) - Free. 
De., eyes (metal) - Free. 
Do. tips, used in building (plated or mixed 
9 metal) - Free. 
Shafts and bars (parts of carriages) - - 10d. per set. 
4 Do. and poles, in the rough - - : Free. 
Shapes, hat and bonnet wae - - 1s. per dozen. 
Sheep, live - “- - - - 2s. per head. 
Do. shearing machines - Free.t 
Sheepwash (tobacco) including tobacco soaked on 
{the landing thereof from the importing ship, or 
on delivery from the warehouse, in turpentine, 
oil, or other fluid in the~presenee of some officer 
of Customs, so as to render it unfit and useless 
for human - Free. 
4 Sheet lead - 2s. 6d. per cwt. 
Do. (metal), not machined: and i in the rough - Free. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 
+ Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
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No. 


Articles, | Rate of Duty. 
Sheet (copper), - - - Free. ~ 
Do. do., perforated - Free. 
Do., viz., copper, brass, sine, muntz, and other 
mixed metals, in circles not es than 24 inches 
in diameter - : - Free. 
Do. (zine), perforated - - 
100 
Shelving boards, dressed or planed - - 
Shingles. See “Timber” - - - 9d. per 1,€00. 
479 | Ships’ fittings Free. 


420 


481 


Do. —. packages, second-hand, in ‘which i im - 

Shirtiogs, woollen “manufactures or 
containing wool, being piece goods not otherwise 
enumerated, and all portions of piece 
made up - 


Do., do., being piece goods and all portions of 
piece goods not made up, fancy, and shirtings 
containing silk - 


Shoes and boots, English sizes of 1888 to be the 
standard, viz. :— 


Men’s, No. 6 and upwards - - - 
Youths’, Nos. 2—5 - - - 
Boys’, Nos. 7—L - 
Women's, No. 3 and upwards” - 
Girls’, Nos. 11—2 - 
Do., Nos. 7—-7—10 - - 


Children’s, Nos. 4—6, and slippers - + 
With uppers of lasting or of other material 
not being leather, with or without leather 
toe-caps, but not goloshed or vamped with 


Shoes ofindia-rubber - 

Do. known as “sand” shoes, “ gymnastic ; 
shoes, “ Plimsolls” and “ Douglas” shoes, 
being shoes with uppers of canvas or canvas 
combined with leather, and having soles of 
india-rubber valcanised to the upper, all 
sizes 

Do., ~ sizes 7 to 2, instep strap slippers to 
be ¢ harged the same oy as enkle-ctrap 
slippers - 

Shoe and boot uppers, viz.:— 
Do., do., women’s and children’s - - - 
Leather, Wellington fronts and gratis : 
Cashmere, lasting, or stuff - 

Shoes and boots, being children’s Nos. o—8, and 
slippers of straw only, and 
boots - 

Shooks, new or second-hand - - ~ - 

Shot - 

Side pads (articles of artificial human hair, manu- 
fuctured 

Silks, being silk in ‘the piece, or piece goods con- 
taining silk, and all materials in the piece, 
having silk ‘worked or sewn thereon, whether 
cut into lengths or shapes or not - - 


leather - 
Slippers, Nos.7—2 - 
Do., not otherwise - 
Do., of straw only = - - - ~ 
Shoes, spiked - - - - 
Goloshes or overshoes - - - 


94278, 


Ist January 1898, 


30 of, val. ; 
and on and after 
29° /, ad val. 


15°), ad val. 


3l. per dozen pairs. 
2/1. 2s. per dozen pairs. 
11. 10s. per dozen pairs. 
21. 5s. per dozen pairs. 
1/, 16s. per dozen pairs. 
Jil. 4s. per dozen pairs. 
8s. 6d. per dozen pairs. 


1/. 10s. per dozen pairs. 
12s. per dozen pairs. 
18s. per dozen pairs. 

Free. 
12s. per dozen pairs. 
4s. per dozen pairs. 
12s. per dozen pairs. 


6s. per dozen pairs. 


11, 4s. per dozen pairs. 
18s. per dozeu pairs. 
6s. per dozen pairs. 
8s. per dozen pairs. 


Free. 
35 °/, ad val. 
per lb. , 


25 °/, ad val. 


15 °/, ad val. 


D 
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482 | Silk, being hatters’ silk plash, umbrella silk, silk for 
flour dressing, silk fags, oil silk, fringes, tassels, 
and gimp for furniture, reps, damasks, and other 
material for covering furniture, and plush cut up 
into sizes or lengths for covering furniture, under 
Regulations to be made by the Commissioner of 
Trade and Customs - - Free. 
483 | Do., being dress goods of wool, cotton, linen, or 
other mixed materials (not being silks, satins, 
velvets, or plushes) containing not more than 
10 per cent. of silk ; and laces and veilings - Free. 
484 | Silks cut up into sizes or lengths for making neck- 
ties, under regulations to be made by the rg 
missioner of Trade and Customs - _ 
Silver leaf - 20 val. 
Silver, nitrate of - Free. 
Do., plate of, which has been in use and which has 
been left by will to, or inherited by the importer, 
provided that such articles are not imported for 
sale, and that the intrinsic value thereof does not 
exceed 75 per cent. of the value of new articles 
of a similar description - - - Free. 
Do., plate of - - 2s. per oz. troy. 
Silver-plated sheet copper - - - - Free. 
Sketch blocks. See “ Stationery.” - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Sketch books. Sce “Stationery.” - 85.°/, ad val. 
Skins, fur, dressed or prepared for making-up - 2d. per Ib. 
Skirtings, wholly or partly pi fenne - 7s. per 100 ft. lin. 
Slates and tablets, memo. 20 °/,, ad val. 
Slides, cornice (metal) - Free. 
: Slippers, Nos. 7—2 - - - - | 12s. per dozen pairs. 
Do., not otherwise nentionsd - - - | 18s. per dozen pairs. 
485 | Do., ofstraw only ~ Tee. 
Slot irons used in carriage building, plated and 
mixed metalware - - Free. 
Smoking pipes, clay - . Is. per gross. 
Do., all other, and cigar and cigarette holders - 25 °/, ad val. 
Snuff - 8s. per Ib. 
486 | Soap, perfumed and toilet - - - 4d. per lb. 
487 | Do., other - - - - 2d. per Ib. 
Socks, military - - - - - Free 
488 Soda crystals - - - 21. per ton 
Sofa springs - - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Soldering irons - - - 30 °/, ad val 
Soups, extracts of, or - 20 °/, ad val 
Spalling hammers (metal) - - - 30 °/, ad vai. 
Sparsinthe rough - - - Z Free. 
489 | Spices, ground - - | 2d. per pint or Ib.* 
Spinning machinery and ‘cards for machinery Free.t 
(| 12s. per gallon (or 
24s. for each reputed 
2-gallon case, or 48s. 
490 for each reputed 


Spirits or strong waters of any strength not 
exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ | 
hydrometer, and so on in proportion for any ‘ 
greater strength than the strength of proof - 


4-gallon case, when 
the said cases respec- 
tively do not contain 
more than the reputed 
contents, and so on 
for each reputed 
gall. or part of a gall. 


* Per pint or Ib., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 
¢ Exemptions of macbines does not apply to the motive power thercof (if any). 


| 
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491 | Spirits, cordials, liqueurs, or strong waters, sweetened, 
or mixed with any article so that the degree of 
strength cannot be ascertained by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter (including all alcohol diluted or undiluted 
with water or other menstrum, and containing | 
in solution any essence, essential oil, ether, or 
other flavouring or other substance, whether of 
natural or artificial origin) - - - 12s. per gallon. 
Spirits :— 
492 Methylated - - - - | 1s. per liquid gallon. 
493 erfumed - - | 11. 4s. per gallon. 
(|. 12s. per gallon of the 
strength of proof by 
Sykes’ _hydrometer, 
494 Culinary essences _ +4 | and so in proportion 
for any greater or 
less prem 4 than the 
strength of proof. 
(|. 12s. per gallon of the 
strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, 
and so in proportion 
for any greater or 
495 Meilical preparations containing alcohol =~ ¢ 
when not dutiable at 
a higher rate under 
the heading of 
medicines liable to 
25 °/, ad val, 
Spokes (metal), not machined and in the rough Free. 
Do., steel, for bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, not being brazed or sence with any 
other part Free. 
Do., rims, and felloes, of hickory, i in the rough . Free. 
Do., do., in the - 6d. per 100. 
Spoons, i iron or stee - Free. 
| Sporting powder - - 3d. per lb, 
Spring balances, to weigh up to 3 ewt. (metal) - Free. 
» | Spring carts and spring drays 
hand), with two wheels - 20 °/, ad val. 
Spring clips (metal) - - - Free. 
496 | Springs, sofa, chair, and other farniture - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Do., buffer (metal) - - Free. 
Do., hood (metal) - - Free. 
Spruce, in bottles, per gallon, or for six reputed 
quart bottles, or for 12 reputed pint — - 1s. 8d. 
Do., not otherwise enumerated ~ | + LOd. per gallon. 
Spun yarn - - - - - - 12s. per ewt. 
Stands or mounts for pictures - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Stampings of all parts of cycles, in the rough or 
partially finished, not being or 
with any other gett ~ Free. 
497 | Starch - - 2d. per |b. 
Stationery :— 
498 Albums of all sorts - 
499 Date cases (except tin, otherwise dutiable) ond 
cards therefor - 
500 Inkstands and inkwells 7 - . ° 
501 Memo. slates and tablets - - -f 20 */, ad val 
502 Mounts or stands for pictures - - 
503 Parchments, cut - - 
504 Writing cases, desks, and stationery ¢ cases -J | 


| 
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Articles. 


Duty. 


516 


517 
518 


Blotters, blotting cases, blotting pads, bill heads, 
and all other ruled or engraved forms of 
paper, bound or unbound, including printed 
or lithograpbed advertisements or _ of 
all kinds when framed ; 

Books, account, _detting, cheque, copy, dary, 
drawing, exercise, guard, letter, music, memo., 

files and letter clips - . 

Cards, printers’, visiting, funeral, mee, pro- 
gramme, wedding, in s eet or cut ~ 

Card cases, not being of gold or silver - 

Cards, calendars (not — enumerated) 


Envelopes 

Ink bottles 

luggage and other, not otherwise enume- 


Staves, shaped and 
» undressed, or sonar dressed, but not shaped 
Steam hammers, being machire tools (metal) = - 


Steel balls for bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles, 
not being brazed or joined with any other part - 


Steel rims, for ae and other ers - 
Steel epokes 
Steelyards, to weigh up to 3 om. (metal) 
Steers, live - es 
Stemmers and grape mills - - 
Step pads (metal) - - 


| Stew pans (hollowware, iron) 
Sticks, parasol, sunshade, and umbrellas, when 
wholly or partly fitted 
Stitching machines - - - 
Stockholm pitch - 
Stockings, silk, elastic, for surgical purposes - 
Stone and marble, wrought :— 
Monumental and a stone - - 
Not otherwise enumerated - - 
Stores, lithographic - 
| Stones for milling and grinding puxposes - ‘i 
Stones, precious, unset - - 
Storage batteries (fittings, electric) - - 
Strychnine 
Stump joints used in carriage building (plated and 
mixed metalware) 
Succades, of which the invoice vile including the 
inside packages, if any, exceeds 1s. - Ib. - 
Do., other - 


Suge, not being the produce of sugar cane _ " 
., the produce of sugar cane - - 


Wrappers, for writing paper - 


35 °/, ad vat. 


°/, ad val. 


( ad val. 

13d. per b., and on and 

Tr lst January 1898, 
1d, per Ib. 


Free. 
Free. 
Free. 


Free. 
1/. 10s. per head. 
FE 


7s. 6d. per cubic foot.t 
35 °/, ad val. 


Free. 


5 °/, ad val. 
per pint or lb.t 
12s. per ewt. 
6s. per cwt. 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 


+ For purposes of measurement each stone shall be considered a rectangul 


ar solid, 


corresponding in measurements to the extreme length, width, and height of the 
stone measured. 

t Per pint or lb., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in pro- 
portion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 


(To be continued.) 
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Free. 
Free. 
Is. each. 
Free. 
Free.* 
Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
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Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
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XVI—_TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Tariff Classifications, 
Note-—Poud = 36 lb. avoirdupois. Rouble (gold) = 3s. 2d. 


According to a ae received at the Foreign Office from 
Sir N. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
the Department of Russian Customs has notified the following 
classification of goods under the Russian Customs tariff :— 

Pictures on paper, cut out in sheets or separately imported, 
without trace of binders’ work, are to be cleared under Point 
6 or 7 of Section 177, according to the purpose for which the 
goods are —— Duty, 8 roubles and 5 roubles gold per 
poud, respectively. 

The same pictures with trace of binders’ work (fastenings, glued 
bands, metallic clamps replacing glued bands) though with ad- 
mixture of common materials used in binding and cardboard work, 
to be cleared, provided they do not come under the category of 
mercery and toilet articles, under Point 8 of Section 177. 
Duty, 14 roubles 50 copecks gold per poud. 

Pictures to be coloured, in books or in uncut sheets, to be 
cleared under Point 6 of Section 177. Duty, 8 roubles 75 copecks 
gold per poud. 

Quinozol and Crezoine—disinfecting preparations—to be cleared 
under Section 112. Duty, 1 rouble 50 copecks gold per voud 
gross. 


Tariff Modification. 


With reference to a notice on p. 427 of the October nnmber of 
the “Board of Trade Journal,’ a further despatch has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Sir N. O’Conor, Her 
Majeaty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, stating that under a 
recent order of the Russian Customs Department, leather goods 
of all kinds, including bags, purses, cigar cases, &c., are made 
dutiable under Point 3 of Section 57 of the Customs tariff, at a 
rate of two roubles, gold, per Russian pound, and not three roubles 

as stated by error in the previous notice. These goods were, 
prior to the issue of the above order, classified under Point 5 of 
the same section, the rate of duty under which is only 70 copecke, 
gold, per pound Russian. 


4 
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Russtan TURKESTAN. 
Customs Tariff and Regulations, 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. N Elias, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, it is stated that up till 
1886 Russian Turkestan had no regular Customs control, and 
nominal dues only were levied on the frontier at a few points, by 
the police. In that year, however, the Customs of the province 
were placed under the Ministry of Finance, which at once 
organised a strict system of control and introduced a new and 
high tariff. Transcaspia was not at that time thought ripe for 
such a ehange, the trade there being considered too small to.repay 
the expense of the large Customs staff necessary to ensure efti- 
ciency. Therefore the old rate, which had been in force at Merv, 
viz., 2} per cent. ad valorem for all imports indiscriminately, was 
continued under native collectors. This arrangement, however, 
was soon found unsuitable to the rapidly expanding trade of the 
country, especially after the railway had linked Merv, Bokhara, 
and Samarkand by steam with Russia proper. One difficulty 
alone stood in the way. The state of Bokhara, which separates 
Transcaspia from Turkestan, and on the south'has a long frontier 
contiguous with that of Afghanistan, was entirely independent in 
the matter of her Customs, and levied only nominal dues. Under 
such circumstances a high tariff for Transcaspia would have been 
of no avail. Therefore the Russian Government absorbed the 
Customs of Bokhara, and now, since Jannary 1895, the same 
duties are levied by them along the whole line of frontier from the 
Caspian to the region of the Pamirs. These new regulations 
entailed the formation of an elaborate Customs establishment, 
which, for Transcaspia and along the Oxus, costs 51,000/. per 
annum. 

The tariff is as follows, and all other European and Anglo- 
Indian goods are prohibited :— 


Amount. 


| Paper roubles. 


Green tea, according to quality - - Perpoud(36lbs.)) 14°40 and 6 
Black tea - - 25 
Muslin - - Per lb. 1 
Indigo ~ . : Per poud 6 

Gold roubles. 
Pepper, ginger, and some drugs - - 3 ; 
Precious stones and coral - - - 3 
Indian shoes 7 7 - - Per ib. 1 


Persian and Afghan goods are charged only 
a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 


The regulations also contain an important clause to the effect 
that green teas destined for Transcaspia and Bokhara may be sent 
in transit vid Batoum, Baku, and Ozanada at the above rates.— 
(Foreign Office Annual. Series, No. 1800.) 


Nov. 1896.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 567 


SWEDEN. 
Classification of Cycles and Parts thereof. 
Note,—Kilog = lbs. Krona = 100 = la, 14d, 

According to the “Journal des: Tarifs et Traités de Com- 
merce,” cycles of all sorts, bicycles, tricycles, tandems, and 
automobile cycles with two, three, or four wheels, with or 
without pedals, are classified under Art. 669 of the tariff. 

The - following ‘are considered as parts of cycles :—Various 
sorts of tubes of drawn steel, elliptical or round; frames; metallic 
felloes; hubs ; spokes ; wheels, eomplete or not ; india-rubber tyres, 
pneumatic or solid ; pedals; small parts of meta! ; handles ; saddles ; 
and air-pumps. These articles pay a duty of 15 per cent. ad 
valorem. It is useful to note that in the valuation of these 
duties, the Swedish Customs include the cost of packing, 
forwarding and insurance to destination. 

Chains, nuts, and steel screw bolts pay 50 ore per kilog. if 
nickeled, and 20 ore per kilog. if not. Steel balls pay 50 ore per 
kilog., as do also lamps of varnished or nickeled tin, and steel 
stamps. 

Tubes of drawn steel in straight bars pay 4 kroner per 
100 kilogs., and steel adapted for felloes, also in straight bars 
2 kroner 50 ore only. India-rubber parts in lengths, solid or 
hollow, not fitted to the wheels, pay 1 krona 20 ore per kilog. 
Copper bolts pay 50 ore pe kilog. and 75. ore if they are 
nickeled or varnished. Pockets pay 1 krona 20 ore per kilog,, 
and keys for bolts 10 per cent. ad valorem. Pneumatics are 
exempt. 


GERMANY. 


Classification of Black Plates. 
Note.—Kilog = 2'204 lbs. Mark = 1s, 


With reference to the classification of black plates in the 
German Customs tariff, a despatch has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, stating that, for the future, discs made of 
sheet iron which have been entirely or partially scaled will, on 
importation into Hamburg, pay vig. at the rate of 6 marks per 
10v kilogs, under No. 6¢ 2a of the German Customs tariff, instead 
of the recent charge of 10 marks, 


FRANCE. 


Tarif, Classification of Woods. 
According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités du Commerce,” 
the woods which are known as “stringyback” and “Huon 
pine” have been classified as having an averuge density of 1,000 
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kilos. per cubic metre for the first named, and 650 kilos. per cubic 
metre for “ Huon pine.” 

Stringyback, called also the white Australian oak, is, in 
reality, a variety of the eucalyptus. The Huon pine is a native of 
Tasmania much appreciated in naval construction. 


Entry of Hides from Morocco, 


A despatch, dated 4th November last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel ” 
of the 3let October last, which states that by a modification of 
the original Presidential decree, dried skins and wool from 
Morocco may be imported into France on production of a 
certificate from the local authorities vieéd by the diplomatic and 
consular agents of the French Republic in Morocco. 


France—-DAHOMEY. 


Duty on Square Spirit Bottles. - 

“Le Monde Economique” states that for some time past a kind 
of liqueur composed of aleohol and some perfume or other, has 
been im ony into Dahomey in square bottles shaped like 
“ Hollands” bottles. : 

The nativee, who are very partial to Hollands, consumed a 
quantity of this liqueur to the detriment of French trade. 

The governor of the Colony has levied a surtax of 15 centimes 
on each bottle, the result of which lias been that the German ~ 
crea have telegraphed to Hamburg to stop the exports 
thence. 


SPAIN. 
Duties on Railway Material. 


Note.—Kilog = 2°204 lbs. Peseta = 9°6d. 


With reference to a tariff notice on p. 436 of the October 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” the duty on “switches, 
complete, of iron and steel, and finished parts of same,” should be 
14 pesetas per 100 kilos,, and rot 4 pesetas, as therein stated, 


Tariff Modification. 

A despatch, dated September 29 last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from Mr. H. Crofton Lowther, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, enclosing copy and translation of a 
Royal order, by virtue of which “super-phosphate of lime” is to 
‘be kereafter classified as an “artificial manure ” under No. 252 of 

the tariff, instead of as a “ natural manure,” under No 251, 
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SpaIn.—PHILIPPINE IsLANDS. 
New Custom House Dues at Manila. 


A report, dated 19th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. E. H. Rawson Walker, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Manila, enclosing translation of a Royal decree with 
regard to the new Custom-house dues which were to come into 
operation on the Ist October 1896, as follows :— 

Art. 8. The duty on the exportation of the under-mentioned 
merchandise is as follows :— 

100 kilos. is the uniform weight on which the duty is calculated. 


Hemp (raw and) manufactured - - 75 centimes 
Rice - - - 2 dollars 
Sugar - - 10 centimes 
Cocoa-nut (dry and green) - - - 10 
All classes of manufactured tobacco - 3 dollars 


Raw tobacco grown in the Provinces of 
Cagayan, Isabella, and New Biscay 
(Island of Luzon) - - - 

Raw tobacco grown in the Visayas Island 
and Mindanao - - 

Raw tobacco grown in the other provinces 
of the Archipelago - - 1 dollar 50 centimes. 

These dues will be levied from the day following the 
publication of this decree in the Manila Gazette. 

In order to ascertain the origin of raw tobacco the Customs 
will require the necessary certificate. Merchandise that may 
have left a foreign country (the last port not in transit) before the 
date of this new tariff and can certify to the same, will be exempt 
from the duty on discharging. 

Fieeaheatiy and until a new Custom-house table of dues for 
the Philippine Archipelago is constituted, the Custom-house dues 
levied in the Spanish Peninsula on the 30th April 1895 will be 
in force. 

Art. 10. The import duty on goods in transit of 4 per cent. 
which was in force (see article 4, Royal decree of the 5th July 
1895), is suppressed. 

Art. 11. The Custom-house duty will be imposed on the 
following articles of consumption :— 


Spirits of all kinds in wooden cases and 


3 dollars 


2 


jars per litre - - - - 20 centimes 
In bottles or flasks, ditto - - -* 30 ies 
Beer, ditto - - 
Vegetables and garden stuffs, dry or fresh, 

wd kilo. “if 
Wheat flour, per 100 kilos, - - 0 4, 
Common salt, ditto - - = + 1 dollar 
Petroleum and mineral oil, ditto 


| 
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These dues were to come into effect from the publication of the 
Gazette of the 27th August last. ' 

Merchandise that can justify its shipment from last port before 
publication of new Customs decree, will be exempt. 


Iraty. 
Certificates of Origin, 
A despatch, dated October 19 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Edwardes, Her Majesty's Chargé 


-d’ Affaires at Rome, stating that the question of certificates of 


origin for goods sent to Italy is now governed by the following 
regulations : 

The formula of certificates of origin must be so constructed 
that the testimony guaranteeing the origin of goods, shall emanate 
from the same authority which issues the certificate, and net 
from the sender or other interested party. 

(2.) An exception is made for those certificates compiled in 
Great Britain on a basis of sworn declaration. 

In order that certificates of origin may be valid, it is necessary 
that the same should be supplied with the signature in autograph 
of the authority issuing them and that in the same shall stand : 

(a.) The name of the sender of the merchandise and his place 

of residence. 

(6.) The name and residence of him to whom the goods are 

destined. 

c.) The quantity, the marks, and numbers of the cases. 

(d.) The quality of the goods according to commercial 

classifications. 

(ei) The gross weight of the cases or other data sufficient to 

prove the quantity of the goods. 

(f.) The means of transport by which the expedition is made. 

g) The date of issue of the certificate. 

e indication in the certificate of the quantity and quality of 
the merchandise, when the bill in which the stamp of the office 
stands is appended to the same, being in its turn authenticated 
by the stamp of the same authority issuing the certificate. 

The signature of the authority issuing the certificate must be 
authenticated with the stamp of office, and must be placed 
immediately after the description of the goods. 

In the certificates issued by authorities in foreign countries 
and by the Italian Chambers of Commerce abroad, it is not 
necessary that the signature of the authorities should be authen- 
ticated by the Consuls. 

The certificates of origin issued by consular offices signed by 
a secretary or by any other employé not attached to the official 
staff of the royal chancery abroad, are not valid unless the faculty 
of signature be legally delegated, with the formal assent of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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Unitrep States. 


Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of. articles. 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in-that country :— 

Felt mats are assessed for duty at 494 cents a pound and 
60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 396, Act of October 1,. 
1890. 

“Common yellow earthenware, glazed, is dutiable at 20 per 
cent. ad-valorem under paragraph 83, Act of August 28, 1894. 

Tannin powder, being an extract from nut galls in the form uf 
a powder, is liable to duty as tannin or tannic acid at 60 cents a 
pound under paragraph 5 of the same Act. 

Carbonate of potash is entitled to a free entry under para- 
grap 595, 

hite porcelain buttons are to pay duty at 25 per cent.-ad 
valorem under the provision of paragraph 316, Act of August 28, 
1894, for agate buttons. 

Ginger root, preserved in a sweet spiced fluid, and contained. 
in’ jars, is assessed for duty at 30 per cent. ad valorem: under 
paragraph 218. 

Two-ply cotton thread on reels, is dutiable at 5} cents per 
dozen spools of 100 yards, and 54 cents per dozen spools on 
every additional 100 yards of thread or fractional part thereof 
in excess of 100 yards under paragraph 251 of the Act of 
August 28, 1894. 

Cotton embroidered belts are classified for duty at 40 per cent, 
ad valorem under paragraph 258 of said Act. 

Glace cotton banding, white, gray and coloured, being a woven. 
article with a twill effect, about an inch and a quarter in width, 
the warp and filling threads of which are composed of cotton, 
and which has undergone a process of starching or glazing, either 
before or after weaving, is dutiable at 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 263. 

French or tailors’ chalk (talc) is assessed for duty at 20 per 
cent. ad val. under paragraph 11. 

Sarsaparilla is entitled to free entry under paragraph 555, 
which enumerates on the free list, among other articles “ lemonade, 
soda water, and all similar waters.” 

Potash water is free of duty under the same paragraph. 

Pelissier padding or jute padding made entirely of jute is. 
entitled to free entry as_burlaps. 

Ground carbonate of baryta (witherite), is to pay duty at 
20 per cent. ad valorem under section 3. a 

_ Japanese floor matting is free of duty under paragraph 485. 

Tennis-ball cloth is liable to duty at 50 per cent. ad valorem 

under paragraph 283. 


. 
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Liens for Freight, Charges, &c., on Imported Merchandise. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Government of the United States, enclosing copy of an Act of 
Congress recently passed to amend Section 2981 of the Revised 
Statutes, eo as to read as follows :— 

“ That whenever the collector of the port of entry of the vessel, 
or other proper officer of the Customs, shall be duly notified in 
writing of the existence of a lien for freight, charges, or contribu- 
tion in general average upon imported goods, wares, or merchandise 
in his custody, be shall, before delivering such goods, wares, or 
merchandise to the importer, owner, or consignee thereof for 
consumption, or to any vessel or vehicle for transportation or 
exportation, give seasonable notice to the party or parties claiming 
the lien ; and the possession by the officers of Customs shall not 
affect the discharge of such lien, under such regulations as the 
meus of the Treasury may prescribe ; and such officers shall 
refuse the delivery of such merchandise from any public or bonded 
warehouse or other place in which the same shall be deposited 
until proof to his satisfaction shall be produced that the freight, 
charges, or contribution in general average therecn has been paid 
or secured ;.but the rights of the United States shall not be 

judiced thereby, nor shall the United States or its officers be 
in any manner liable for losses consequent upon such refusal to 
deliver. If merchandise. so subject to a lien, regarding which 
notice has been filed, shall be forfeited to the United States, and, 
sold, the freight, charges, or contribution in general average due 
thereon shall be paid from the proceeds of such sale in the same 
manner as other charges and expenses authorised by law to be 
paid therefrom are paid.” 

Nore.—The above Act applies solely to goods, wares, and 
merchandise which are actually in the custody of “ the collector 
or other proper officer of the Customs,” and in order that there 
may be uniformity in the proceedings, the Department deems it 
proper to set forth the nature of the “custody” which is 
specified in the Act. Imported goods arrive in the United States 
in the immediate custody of the owner or agent of the vessel or 
vehicle of importation, and are continued in such custody until 
the chief officer of Customs takes possession of the goods, or 
until the owner or agent of the vessel has made lawful delivery 
of them to the consignee under a permit from the collector. The 
collector or other chief officer takes such possession under 
the provisions of section 2880 of the Revised Statutes by some 
appropriate order, such as a “general order,” or a special order 
to send unclaimed goods to a bonded warehouse, or an order to 
send bonded goods to the designated warehous>, or an order to 
deliver bonded goods to the surveyor for transportation or 
exportation. 

n order to maintain due restraint over the disposition of the 
cargo, an inspector of Customs is assigned to the vessel or vehicle 
of importation, who remains on board until the cargo has been 
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lawfally discharged, but the agent or owner of the vessel or 
vehicle of importation is not relieved of the responsibility for the 
safe keeping of the goods until such discharge has been made. 
The supervision and restraint by the Customs inspectors is re- 
linquished whenever they are directed by the collector to permit 
the delivery of the goods to the lawful representative of the con- 
signee. Whatever may be the meaning of the words “ Customs 
custody,” used independently, a reasonable construction of the 
Act in question would seem to limit these words as indicated 
above. Actual Customs custody in the meaning of this Act, 
begins, therefore, whenever the goods are removed from the 
ession of the owner or agent of the importing vessel by 
Diuctoons officers by virtue of an order of the collector. : 
The department construes the Act of May 21, 1896, as having 
no reference to goods for which entries for consumption have 
been made, because such goods (except packages ordered for 
examination) are delivered directly to the consignee by the 
owner or agent of the vessel. It applies solely to goods landed 
under an order of the collector and surrendered to his custody for 
the purposes above set forth. 


MEXIco. 


Customs Reforms and Regulations. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, Mr. A. Chapman, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Vera Cruz, states, with reference to 
recent Customs reforms in Mexico, that the alcabalas or interstate 
duties have not been in force in the state of Vera Cruz for several 
years, and, since July 1, these alcabalas have been abolished by 
law throughout the Republic. 

This iderts has removed one of the greatest impediments to 
the commerce cf the country, and will give an impetus to trade. 

Other alterations in taxation in the different States of the 
Republic have followed, and reforms have been introduced into the 
Customs regulations, but as these are put to the test, it will be 
seen that further revision is necessary. 

The new decree creates a zone, extending from the coast 
some 30 miles inland, which is under the gpecial supervision of 
the Customs authorities. Beyond this area all goods are free. 

The Custom-house work of merchants and consignees, entailed 
by the regulations and the numerous documents required, is 
somewhat reduced for through freights to the interior. On the 
other hand, this Customs work on goods for the coast, or on 
those despatched for consumption, or for purposes of trade within 
the zone, has been greatly increased and causes much inconvenience. 
Such goods, although they have been examined and have paid 
duty on passing the Customs, ure still subject to strict supervision, 
and cannot be reshipped or removed without further Customs 
formalities and permits. 
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_. This, hampers the coasting trade and local merchants, and gives 

an unfair advantage to centres of commerce situated beyond the 
zone, in competing with those on the coast. What is urgently 
required is the establishment of bonded warehouses and the 
diberation of all merchandise from formalities once it has been 
-cleared from the Customs. Facilities should be afforded for the 
‘reshipment of for the coast, and the forwarding of through 
freights in bond.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1813.) 


NICARAGUA, 

Export of India-Rubber from Nicaragua—-Prohibition postponed. 

A communicaticn, dated October 2nd last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office, from Mr. H. F. Bingham, Her Majesty’s 
‘Consul at Greytown, Nicaragua, stating that the enforcement of 
the Government Decree teem the exportation of  india- 
rubber from the ports of Nicaragua has been postponed for one 
year, ze., until January 1, 1898. 


GUATEMALA. 
Temporary Tariff Modifications, 

A despatch, dated 25th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Guatemala, stating that the President has issued a decree by 
which the Guatemalan tariff, as regards certain imports, will be 
temporarily modified in view of the forthcoming Central American 
Exhibition. 

The following is a copy of the translation of the above 
-decree 

The. President of the Republic, in virtue of the powers vested 
in him, and with the desire to place within the reach of all classes 
articles of prime necessity and to minister, in as much as possible, 
to the convenience of those about to visit the forthcoming Central 
American Exhibition, has decided to remit from the Ist of 
February until the 30th of June of 1897 the import duties and 
the taxation, both fiscal and municipal, on the following articles : 
Codfish and herrings, salted, dried, or smoked, in any kind of 
ipacking; olives in brine, in oil, or dried, in any kind of 
package; capers, large and smali, in any kind of package; nuts, 
oats, rice, olive oil, in any kind of package; all kinds of sausages 
and biscuits; cocoa, granulated, in powder or in paste, with or 
without sugar; prawns; meats, salted or smoked; chestnuts; 
caviare; beer ; contectionery of all kinds; preserves of all kinds ; 
chocolate; dates; pickles of all kinds; prunes; husked barley ; 
extract of meat; macaroni; dried fruits; fruits, crystallised and in 
syrup ; cakes of all kinds ; ginger ale ; wheaten flour ; oat, barley, 
rice, bean, and rye meals ; dried figs ; smoked hams, salted or pre- 
served ; lobsters ; condensed milk ; vegetables of all kinds; butter ; 
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shell-fish ; mustard, prepared or in powder; walnuts ; gingerbread ; 
raisins ;, pastes ; fish ; cheese; sago ; prepared salt ; salmon ; sauces; 
sardines ; tea ; bacon ; wheat ; grapes ; vinegar in glass vessels ; table 
wines, red ; beans; peas; potatoes; lard; baths and troughs of all 
kinds ; flags ; shoe-blacking ; kitchen ranges, whole or in parts; iron 
beds and cots; brass beds and cots ; steel and iron wire mattresses ; 
coffee pots ; corn huskers ; sperm and composition candles ; brooms 
and brushes; wood and wax matches, excepting those giving a 
coloured light ; filters of all kinds. 

The above-mentioned articles will be duty free, provided they 
be imported through the port of San José and registered in the 
Customs-house of City.” 


Customs Receipts and Expenditure in 1896. 


A’ despatch, dated 29th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Guatemala, enclosing extract from the “ Official 
Gazette,” containing statement of the Customs receipts and 
expenditure of Guatemala for the six months ended 30th June 
1896. 

From this statement it appears that the total receipts from all 
sources during the period referred to amounted in value to 
5,082,208 dols., and the expenditure to 16,936 dols. 


Ecvuapor. 
Import Dues at Guayaquil. 


A report, dated 19th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr, G. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Guayaquil, enclosing translation of a decree published on the 
the 15th September last, authorising the City of Guayaquil to 
consolidate its debts and increasing the municipal import dues. 

The principal articles of the above decree are as follows :— 

Art. 1. The municipality of Guayaquil is authorised to take 
measures towards consolidating its debt in the form which it may 
judge most convenient to its interests. 

Art. 2. From October 1, 1896, a half cent (silver) is to be 
levied upon each kilogram of the gross weight of merchandise 
imported, in place of the two cents (paper, equivalent to 1°6 cents, 
silver) that are collected upon each cubic foot of measurement. 

Art. 3s Whatever increase may be obtained through the 
change of tariff mentioned in the rege ed article will be 
applied to amortisation of the municipal debt, and the councillors 
who might mes ae of this increase otherwise will be held 
responsible, as the Muncipal Treasurer who effects payment. 


Art. 4. The liquidation and the collection of the increased dues 
mentioned in Art. 2 will be made by the Collector of Customs, 
who will each, week pay into the municipal treasury the value 
collected on account of the assignment mentioned in the present 
decree, and the Municipal Treasurer is obliged to deposit weekly, 
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in the bank nominated by the Municipality, the sums received 
from this source. 

Art. 5. The Executive decree of December 6, 1870, is hereby 
abrogated and the Minister of Finance is entrusted with due 
execution of the present one. 


BRAZIL. 


Customs Regulations regarding Short Delivery. 


A report, dated September 14 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Wagstaff, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Rio de Janeiro, with aan to the strict observance 
of the numerous Customs regulations of that port. : 

Mr. Wagstaff calls attention to the case of a British vesse 
which arrived at Rio in July last with a cargo of wine from 
Valencia and landed the full number of barrels declared in the 
manifest. The Customs, however, found 23 barrels empty, and, 
consequently, fined the master in a sum equivalent to double the 
duty on the missing contents, by virtue of Articles 349 and 370 
of the new Customs regulations, refusing to allow the vessel to 
leave the port until the fine, amounting to 1 conto 430 mil 830 
reis, should be paid. 

The master made an affidavit to the effect that the casks had 
not been tampered with on board, and that the leakage was due 
entirely to the rolling and straining of the vessel during boisterous 
weather he encountered on the voyage, a note of protest having 
been made to that effect on the vessel’s arrival. 

It was stated that the consignees of the cargo had not con- 
sidered that they had any ground for a claim against the ship for 
short delivery, and had, on the contrary, expressed themselves 
quite satisfied with the condition of the cargo, particularly as the 
percentage of leakage was lower than in any wine consignment 
they. had previously received. 

ventually the inspector of the Customs consented to remit 
the fine iu this instance, but stated that in future cases of a 
similar nature the fines prescribed by the Brazilian Customs 
regulations would be strictly eoforced. 

It may be stated that one-half of the fines levied in these cases 
is paid to the officials who discover the shortage. 

The following are translations of Articles Nos. 349 and 370 of 
the Customs regulations referred to above :— 

Art. 349.—Declarations on manifests to the effect that the 
master is not liable for shortage, excess, or differences are not 
admissible. Vague statements respecting the quality, number, 
measurements, or weight of packages or merchandise received on 
board, are also inadmissible. 

Art. 370.—Shipmasters are not held responsible for the contents 
of packages carried, except in the following cases, viz. :— 

1. When casks are found to contain some valueless substance 
or liquid, instead of the contents manifested. 
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2. When packages show signs of having been broached; or 
opened. 

3. When the weights and measurements of packages are less 
than those declared in manifests or bills of lading. 


ARGENTINA. 
New Regulations concerning Manifests of Ships’ Stores. 

A despatch, dated 21st September last, has been received from 
Mr. William A. C. Barrington, Her Majesty’s Minister at Buenos 
Ayres, stating that some trouble has arisen recently from the 
action of certain Custom-house officials in Argentina insisting on 
the production by masters of vessels of a list of their ships’ stores 
drawn up in Spanish. The matter having been brought under 
the notice of the Minister of Finance, His Excellency issued an 
order on the 17th September, which was officially published on 
the 19th September, to the effect that, in the case of vessels with 
‘packet privileges,” the preseutation of such a manifest in 
Spanish is not to be exacted, it being sufficient that the store list 
specifying the nature and quantity of the stores be made out on 
ordinary paper, subsequently stamped, in any language. 

All steamers practically avail themselves of the so-called packet 
privileges, which are conceded on payment of a fee, deposited by 
the agents or consignees in advance if they wish to expedite 
discharge of cargo, but sailing vessels, by the terms of the 
ministerial order, do not appear to be included in the exemption 
thus accorded from the use of the Spanish language in the pre- 
paration of their store lists. 


LIBERIA. 
Little Bassa Port of Entry and Delivery. 

A despatch, dated 30th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Governor of, Sierra Leone, forwarding 
copy of an Act passed by the Legislature of the Liberian Republic 
as follows :— 

“ Whereas it has been made apparent that a good quantity of 
the revenue of Grand Bassa is nut collected, in consequence of 
there being no collector of Customs and wharfinger at Little 
Bassa, and as it is used constantly as a depdt for shipping and 
landing, and, under the present regulations, there is a chance for a 
great deal of fraud to be practised, which is against the interest of 
the county, therefore it is enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature 
assembled :— 

. “Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of 
this resolution, Little Bassa, in the county of Grand Bassa, is 
hereby declared a port of entry and delivery, subject to all the 


94278, E 


578 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Nov. 1896. 


rules and laws regulating other ports of entry and delivery in this 
Republic. 

“ Section 2. It is further resolved that the President be and is 
hereby authorised to order the Superintendent for the county of 

’ Grand Bassa to select a proper site to locate said Customs-house. 

* Section 3. It is further resolved that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby authorised under the warrant of the 
President to draw for the sum of 1,000 dols. out of any moneys 
in the Public Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to build at 
said port a Customs-house, and to carry out the provisions of this 
resolution, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


Bririsn Inpta. 
Tariff Decisions. 

According to information received from the India Office, with 
reference to the question whether the marking of Japanese copper 
ingots with the letters “‘ K S.,” unaccompanied by an indication of 
the country of origin, should be held to constitute an infringement 
of section 10 (1) (e) of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 1889, 
it has been decided that the ruling contained in the instructions 
appended to the resolution of No. 2,914, dated the 6th July 1896, 
that, when such articles as bars of iron or steel of other than 
English origin have English words stamped or marked on them, 
such words should be required to be accompanied by an indication 
of the country of origin, cannot be held to apply to such articles 
or to tiles or ingots of other metal which have only letters marked 
on them. Such letters are not exclusively English, being common 
to all nations who use the Latin alphabet, and their use by manu- 
facturers in preference to letters of any other alphabet cannot 
reesonably be prohibited whatever the origin of the article. The 
Government of India, therefore, agree in the opinion of the 
Board of Revenue and the Government of Bengal, that the 
stamning of Japanese copper with English letters is not, if un- 
accompanied by an indication of origin, an infringement of the 
Indian Merchandise Marks Act. The case is different, of course, 
if the letters are sc devised or arranged as to be an imitation of a 
trade mark. 

Card cans are held not to be component parts of machinery 
used in the spinning of cotton; nor is the principle applicable to 
them which governs the exemption allowed in respect of stores 
used in the weaving of cotton, for these articles are not used for 
that purpose. They are therefore chargeable with duty as hard- 
ware (No. 13 of the Tariff Schedule No. IV.). 

With reference to the duty on dynamos, it has been decided 
that a dynamo is a machine for the generation of electricity, which 
is ordinarily set in motion by the application to it of a steam 
engine or other prime-mover; and it is therefore not a prime- 
mover itself. An accumulator is still more remote than the 
dynamo from the source of motion, and therefore is also excluded 
from the definition of prime-mover. 
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Dynamos and accumulators do not therefore come within the 
exemption accorded to prime-movers ; and are chargeable with 
duty unless they form part of machinery intended for the special 
purposes mentioned in (a) to (p) under Article 14. 


Duty on Cotton Goods embroidered with Silk or Wool. 


A copy of a Customs circular, dated 15th September last, has 
been received at the Board of Trade from the India Office, 
regarding the duty on cotton goods bordered or embroidered with 
silk or wool. 

The circular states that, although the law (Section 21 of the 
Sea Customs Act) prescribes the levy of the higher rate of duty on 
cotton goods ornamented with silk or wool, the Government 
prefer to levy the lower rate applicable to cotton goods when the 
articles inserted in the fabric are inserted simply for decora- 
tive effect and are not so interwoven as to form a substantial portion 
of the fabric. 

On the principle here stated it would not be expedient to tax, 
as silk goods, cotton socks, vests, and drawers, because they haye, 
for the purpose of decorative finish, a silk clock on the socks, a 
waistband of silk on the drawers, or a border of silk where the 
buttons and button-hules are inserted in the vest. Nor would it 
be in accordance with the wish of the Government to tax a piece 
of cotton muslin or grenadine at the higher rate applicable to silk 
or woollen goods because the piece is decorated with embroidered 
flowers. The article, even so embroidered, remains a piece of 
cotton muslin, and would not be treated in the trade, and should not 
be treated in the Custom-house, as anything but cotton. The higher 
value imparted to it by the embroidery is, as in all the cases under 
discussion, sufficiently met by the tax being assessed on the market 
value, whatever that is. ‘The case is entirely different where 
cotton forms but a part of the fabric, as where cotton is the warp 
and silk or wool the weft, or where the embroidery practically 
covers and disguises the fabric. In such cases the article must be 
treated as made of the more highly taxed article. No rules are 
required for the treatment of such cases, which can easily be 
differentiated in practice from cases where the embroidery is 
merely a decoration on a cotton tissue which remains in substance 
and to sight a cotton tissue. 

Similar remarks apply to the case of dhutis,-séris, scarves, or 
other goods bordered with silk. In essence the case does not 
differ from that of embroidered goods, and, as it is not possible to 
define a limit for a decorative embroidery, so it is not possible to 
define a limit for a narrow ornamental border. If, for instance, a 
limit of one inch were fixed, the effect of the decision would be to 
penalise goods with a border of 14 inch, with the effect of 


restricting and harassing trade in goods which are as much cotton 
goods as those with a border an eighth of an inch less wide, It 
must be left to the Customs authorities to decide, in the exercise 
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of their discretion, when borders, embroideries, or stripes are of 
such a nature that they practically disguise or alter the appearance 
or substance of the cotton fabric, the article then being taxed at 
the rate applying to the tissue of such borders, embroideries, or 
stripes. 


Imports of Yarns of Improper Lengths. 

With reference to a memorial from certain firms of Scotch 
dyers complaining that hanks of Turkey-red yarn of lengths 
less than the minimum prescribed by Rule Tv. of the rules under 
the Merchandise Marks Act, 1889, are imported into India from 
Germany and Switzerland—it appears, from the replies of the 
local governments to whom the matter was referred for inqniry 
and report, that such yarns are not imported into Madras and 
Burma, that they have not been imported into Bombay since 
1893, and that imports into Bengal have also recently ceased. 

Such imports are distinctly in contravention of the rule “ee 
has the force of law, and the consumer, it is understood, 
deceived by goods so described. These imports should, thevetive, 
be dealt with, in case of renewal, in accordance with law. No 
amendment of existing rules is necessary. 


British Honpuras. 


Customs Tariff. 


The following is a copy of the tariff of duties of Customs and 
excise and other dues at present in force in the Colony of British 


Honduras :— 
Table of Customs Duties 


. Dols. 
Beer, porter, cider, and perry, at — - - 0°25 
Candles, tallow, per lb. - - 0°01 
ak all other - - - - - 002 
Cigara, per 1,000 - - - - 6:00 
Cigarettes ,, - - - - O75 
Cocoa, per Ib. - - - - - 003 
Coffee, ,, - - - - 0°02 
Gunpowder, per Jb. - - - - 005 
Hay and oats, per 100 Ibs. - . - 010 
Lard, per - 001 
Lumber, rough, denen palings, pe 1,000 feet - 100 
dressed, - 1:50 
Oils, mineral, of 130° flash test and upwards, ~ 

gallon 0°03 
Oils, mineral, bedliw 130° flash test, per gallon - 0:06 
Oils, ether, not in bottles - - 0:06 
Opium, per lb. - - - - 2:06 
Revolvers, each - - - - 300 


Rifles, each 
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Dols. 
Soap, per 100 lbs, - - - = 025 
Spirits (not methylated), cordials, and liqueurs, 
not exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and in proportion for any greater 
strength than strength of proof, per gallon - 2°50 
Sugar, unrefined, per lb. - - 
refined, - - 0:02 
Tea, per lb. - 0-05 
Tobacco leaf, per lb. - - - - 0°08 
» other than leaf, per lb. - - 050 
Wines, sparkling, per gallon 
» Still, except claret, per gallon - - 100 
Wine, claret, per gallon - . - 050 


All other goods, not free of duty, and not other- 
wise charged with duty, according to the 
invoice or assessed value, including the cost of 
packages - - - 10 per cent, 


Goods Free of Duty. 


Agricultural implements, Animals, living. Beef and pork, 
hitherto paying rated duty. Books, printed, not being account. 
Bread, navy and pilct. Bricks, roofing slates, and tiles. Bullion 
and coin. Cane bills. Cane knives and hoes. Cement and 
Jime. Chicle. Church decorations and vestments imported 
specially for any church. Cocoanuts. Coal and coke. Drain 
pipee. Firewood. Fish, salted, dry, or wet. Flour, Fresh fish 
and oysters (not preserved in atiy way). Fresh fruit. Furniture 
and household effects of bond fide immigrants. Hides and skins, 
raw. Ice. Indian corn. Iron fencing and galvanised iron 
netting (including staples and railings). Iron framework and 

irders (for iron buildings). Iron roofing, waterheads, brackets, 
ram ag guttering, ridging, and screws. Machinery, agricul- 
tural, marine, and manufacturing. Manure and otler fertilisers. 
Maps and charts. Meat, fresh (not preserved in any way). 
Palings for fences. Passengers’ luggage (containing apparel and 
arlicles of personal use, and professional apparatus). Patterns and 
samples cf no saleable value. Pitch and tar. Plants, seeds, 
bulbs, and roots. Plant or materiais for railways, tramways, 
electric lighting, telegraphs, or telephones. Poultry and other 
live birds. Pumps and other apparatus for raising water. Rice. 
Rubber (unmanufactured). Salt (other than table salt). School 
appliances imported specially by the manager of any school. 
Shooks, staves, heads and hoops for casks, and rum casks. 
Sponges, raw. Stones, sand, gravel, and soil. Tanks or vats 
Timber, logwood, and other dyewoods, being indigenous to the 
Colony. Tombstones and memorial tablets. Tortoise shell (un- 
manufactured), Trucks for use in mahogany works, including 
the axles, iron work and chains forming part thereof. Turtle, 
live. Uniforms and appointments imported by civil officers. 
Vegetables, fresh. Vessels. 
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Excise Duty. 
Dols. 
Spirits, manufactured in the Colony, not exceed- 
ing the strength of proof by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and in proportion for any greater strength 
than strength of proof, per gallon - - 1:25 


Storage of Gunpowder. 


On each barrel of 100 lbs. sa month or part of 
a month - 0:25 
For each smaller package in proportion. 


Export Duty. 
Logwood, per ton - - 0°50 


Warehouse Rent. 


On all goods lodged in the Queen’s warehouse 
per month, or any part of a month, so long as the Goods 
remain in the Warehouse. 


Dols. 

For every puncheon, pipe, butt, or tierce - 0°50 
_ hogsl.ead or half tierce - - 0°25 
quarter cask - - - O15 

o:tave - - 010 

barrel - - - 0-10 

hulf-barrel - - - 05 

d: mijohn - - ~ 0% 

For all packages measuring less than 14 cub. ft. - 0°02 
Measuring 14 and less than 24 cub. ft. - - 0:03 
2 5 ai - 0°05 

2 5 29 10 2 - 0°10 

* in - 0:50 
30 and upwards - - L100 


Port Charges.—Light Dues. 
On all vessels of five tons, entaring from seaward, 
per registered ton - - 0123 
Maximum charge to be levied on any one ship - 125-00 


New Soutu 


Importation of Live Stock, 


According to information received from the Agent-General 
for New South Wales, in consequence of the prevalence of 
rinderpest in South Africa, a proclamation has been issued by 
the Government of New South Wales prohibiting for two years 
the introduction to the Colony of stock, fodder, and fittings from 
Africa, or from the United Kingdom by vessels calling at “African 


ports, 
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Victoria. 
. Customs Tariff: 


The following decisions as to the classification of articles under 
the Customs tariff of Victoria have recently been received at the 
Board of Trade. 


ag Description of Articles. Rate of Duty. 
233 | Agricultural, horticultural, and viticultural 
implements, viz. : — 
Excelsior spraying outfits, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 7, 
10,16 and 19 - - - - 15 °/, ad val. 
117 | Bottle stoppers : 
| Bottle (china, india-rubber and metal) - 15 °/. ad val. 
| Bottle (ebonite only) - Free. 
588 | Bottle (india-rubber and wood), as wooden: 
| ware - 25’, ad val. 
71 
otherwise enumerated - - - 80 °/, ad val. 
153 | Buckles and clasps (fancy), for apparel, not 
being gold or silver, and not being imitation 
| jewellery, as fancy goods - - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
295 | Counters (pocket), for engineering purposes, 
or for tallying or computation, as machinery 
_ _ not otherwise enumerated - - 25 °/, ad val. 
387 | Drills, twist, when not socempanying machines, 
| as tocls of trade Free. 
483 | Flouncings, silk lace, of my width, as silk 
laces - Free. 
153 | Hair pins (fancy J, not being jewellery or 
imitation jewellery, as fancy goods - - 10 °/, ad val. 
240 | Infants’ and invalids’ food, special prepara- 
tions of :— 
Carnrick’s beef peptonoids - -) 
Dr. Brandt’s malted food - - 
Liebe’s soluble food - - - 
Peptogenic milk powder, “ Faivchild’s ”’- Free. 
Van Abbctts’ prepared almond flour for j 
diabetics - 
Soya flour for diabetics, &e. 
“ Kuthenia ” biscuits - -J 
513 | Labels—tinfoil—with printed matter thereon - 35 °/, ad val. 
153 Lighter—“ the Universal Electric 
fancy goods 6 °/, ad val. 
159 | Mats, made of known ground 
: mats ” - - - 30 °/, ad val. 
12s. per gallon of the 
strength of proof by Sykes’ 
495 | Medical preparations containing alcohol :—- hy er, and 
Succus taraxaci, over 25 per cent. - mre 
Strophanthus, tincture of, 44-6 over proof - sock, 
vermifuge, over 50 per at ‘higher 
| rate under the heading of 
Medicines liable to 25. per 
4 cent. ad val. 
295 | Medicines, &c. :— 
Balsamic amykos aseptin, recommended 25°, ad ual. 
Creosote carbonate or creosotal is a chemical, 
in packages of 1 Ib. -| Free. 
Ichthyol, in 1-0z. bottles - - | Free. 
Phenacetine, in 1-0z. bottles - - - | Free. 
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Tariff 


a Description of Articles. Rate of Duty. 


Medicines, &¢.—continued. 

Phenazone, Swiss (being another name for | 
antipyrin), consists of ingredients in 
chemical combination, and when not 
packed for retuil sale or recommended - Free. 

130 | Tape asbestos, as engine packing - - 12s. per ewt. 

The cycleaner, consisting of sponge cloth, 

waste cotton, chain brush, buff - leather 

burnisher, cycle brush, and tin of silver 
wder :— 

71 Three-quarter value as brushware not : 

otherwise enumerated - 30 ad vai. 

One-quarter value Free. 

Sugar rebate : 

Sugar used in the manufacture of ale, beer, 
cordials, syrups, jam, jellies, and pre- 
serves, and on all sugar and glucose 
used in the manufacture of confectionery, | > 3s. per cwt. 
such rebate shall be allowed to only 
licensed or registered manufacturers under 
regulations approved by the Governor in 
Council - - 

All sugar refined in Victoria in a bonded 
warehouse shall be so refined subject to 
regulations approved by the Governor in 
Council. 


Regulations for the Import of Hides. 


The “Australasian Trade Review” publishes the special 
regulations, which have been made to prevent tick being brought 
into Victoria in imported hides. By these regulations which 
came into force on the 11th inst. :-— 

The introduction into Victoria from Queensland of unsalted hides 
of cattle is prohibited. 

Before any hides are landed at any place within Victoria from 
any veszel, the master of such vessel shall produce to the chief 
inspector of stock a certificate from an inspector of stock at the 
port of shipment verifying that such hides have been thoroughly 
and effectively salted. 

4. Penalties.—Al\ persons offending against this order shall 
for each and every offence forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding 
fifty pounds (50/.). 
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XVIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Russtan Law For REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS. 


H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a recent report to 
the Foreign Office, states that a new law regarding trade marks 
came into force on February 26 (March 9), 1896. The main 
provisions of this law are as follows :— 

1. Trade marks may be adopted and used by all persons 
engaged in trade and manufacturing industries, such adoption and 
use not being compulsory. 

+2. No trade marks shall be used with inscriptions and designs 
contrary to public morality, nor such as are calculated fraudulently 
to mislead and deceive a purchaser ; equally prohibited are trade 
marks with designs of orders of distinction on them meant for 
personal wear, and marks showing medals, &c., of distinction on 
which the year of award is not indicated. Marks exhibiting such 
honorary awards can, moreover, be exhibited only on goods and 
articles of the class for which the award was given. 

3. The exclusive use of a trade mark is secured by application 
to the Department of Trade and Manufactures, which, after 
approval, issues a certificate of registration. 

4, Applications for more than one trade mark can be made by 
a single person for distinguishing goods differing in kind and 
variety. 

5. Exclusive right to a trade mark cannot be secured if it does 
not differ distinctly from one already registered in another person’s 
name for goods of a kindred nature. 

6. Trade marks are issued according to the desire of applicants 
for terms ranging from 1 to 10 years. On the expiration of the 
term the registration can be renewed for a further period. 

7. A trade mark registered in any one colour and on one scale 
can be used in other colours and sizes. 

8. A trade mark is registered in the name of the first person 
applying for such registration. 

9. The registration of a trade mark does not deprive other 
persons of the right during 3 years after the grant, of contesting at 
law the validity of the registration, 

10. The transfer of a trade mark to another person or firm is 
allowed under certain conditions, and subject to the sanction of 
the Department of Trade and Manufactures. 

11, The exclusive right of using a particular trade mark ceases 
at the request of the person to whom such right was granted, or 
on the closing of the manufacturing or other business in which it 
was used. I¢ also lapses on the non-renewal of the registration, 
or non-notification to the Department of Trade and Manufac- 
tures of the transfer of a business, &c., within 6 months of such 
transfer, aud, lastly, the exclusive right of usimg a trade mark 
expires when a court of law shall declare such right to be non- 
existent. 
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12, The fee payable to the Government for registering or 
renewing a trade mark is 3 r. for the first year of the duration of 
the certificate of registration, and 1 r. for each succeeding year. 

All applications for the registration of a trade mark must have 
affixed on each sheet cf the same a Russian revenue stamp of the 
value‘of 80c. Fraudulent use and counterfeit of trade marks 
are punishable by imprisonment from four to eight months. A 
dealer found in possession of such fraudulent trade marks is liable 
to the same punishment 

13. All persons selling or found in possession of goods bearing 
prohibited trade marks shall be fined a sum not exceeding 100 r. 
for the first offence, and for the second and succeeding offences in 
a sum not exceeding 200 r. on each occasion. 

14. The registration of all stamps, lead seals, labels, wrapper, 
an< other trade: marks effected by the Department of Trade and 
Manufactures, in accordance with regulations previously existing, 
retains full force during one year from the day of publication of 
the new law on trade marks. On the expiration of this period, 
application must be made for re-registration of such trade marks, 


stamps, &c., in conformity with the requirements of the new law 


on the subject, and the Ministry of Finance may allow such re- 
registration, even if these marks, &c., do not fully satisfy the 
requirements of the new law regarding them. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1801.) 


THe WALK-PERNAU RAILWAY. - 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. A. Woodhouse, H.M. Consul at Riga, reporting that the 
Walk-Pernau Railway Extension was to be officially opened for 
traffic on 17th October last by his Excellency the Governor of 
the Province of Livonia. 


GERMAN COMPETITION IN THE NORWEGIAN TRADE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. T. Michell, H.M. 
Consul-General at Christiania, states that according to the 
British Vice-Consul at Skiensford, the consumption of British 
goods, especially Manchester manufactures, has slightly increased 
of late. Dealers generally buy through the manufacturer's agents, 
or through wholesale merchants in Christiania. German goods 
compete very keenly, the German manufacturers having either Nor- 
wegians or Norwegian-speaking German travellers, who visit buyers 
continually, and perseveringly press their wares. It is said that 
it is very difficult to keep up the sale of good English articles, 
although such are largely preferred by a great section of the 

ublic. As soon as such commodities begin to sell well they are 
closely imitated in a German make of inferior quality, which can 
be sold cheaper to the detriment of the English articles, which 
are, without exception, acknowledged to be of better quality than 
the German productions. Probably more trade might be done in 
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British goods withont following German methods if British 
manufacturers would give more time and trouble in studying the 
conditions and requirements of trade in Norway through the 
medium of Norwegian travellers employed at aud by the esta- 
blishments in England which they represent. It is, of course, to 
a great extent necessary to be well localised to avoid making 
bad debts. Thus it may be both prudent, and also beneficial, as 
conferring a personal favour on the buyers, to appoint resident 
local agents in the more important centres, beside an agent in 
Christiania. 

Saw-blades are largely used. The circular saws sold are 
mostly of English make, but upright (frame) saws, of which great 
numbers are used yearly, are generally of German make. Con- 
sumers complain that English frame saws are either too hard or 
too brittle, and not so useful as those of German make. A large 
trade could be done in Norway in these saws if of a proper quality. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1798.) 


FALLING OFF IN THE Export TRADE OF SAXONY TO THE 


Unrrep States. 


A despatch, dated 28th October last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. Strachey, Her Majesty’s Minister at 


Dresden, reporting that the returns of the American Consulates, © 


for the quarter ended September 30th, show a further shrinkage 
of the exports to the United States. For the Dresden-Zittau 
district the value of the goods exported is set at 436,895 dols. ; 
compared with the equivalent quarter of last year, this is a drop of 
20 per cent, The falling off in yarns, rags, albumen, photographic 
paper, paper and cardboard wares, machines, is especially large, 
ranging from one half to nine tenths of the previous totals. But 
artificial flowers (a local speciality), colours, metal wares, booke, 
and some other articles, have improved. 

For Leipsic-Gera, which shows 731,038 dols. against 1,293,517 
dols. in 1895, the diminution of business has been all along the 
line. In spite of the reduction of the American duty on. woollens, 
the export of the Gera dress-stuffs has fallen off heavily. The 
returns from Annaberg point to a similar result: the consignments 
of toys have doubled, but other exports have shrunk, especially 
trimmings, in which the minus was nearly onehalf. In the Plauen 
district a slight fractional rise has occurred : cotton laces, embroid- 
eries, and hosiery, with woollens and carpets, were doing well. 
From Glauchau a small deficiency is noted. 

The Chemnitz sales to the United States are mainly of hosiery, 
gloves, and clothes stuffs. In the July quarter of 1894, the total 
export had fallen to 1,341,000 dols,, but in 1895 there was a 


recovery to 2,002,954 dols. Last quarter’s record only shows | 


1,171,185 dols. 
All these statistics are liable to corrections on account of the 
fluctuations of prices, which only trade experts can supply. 


| 
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A Saxon-Tuourineian INDUSTRIAL GUIDE. 

A despatch, dated 29th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. Strachey, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Dresden, respecting the approaching publication of a polyglot 
Saxon-Thuringian Industria! Guide. 

The account of the Dresden Export Union, printed in the 
May number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” mentioned the 
projected issue by that Society of such a guide. This work will 
shortly be published. It furnishes a complete catalogue, compiled 
by the Society’s agents, of all the more important companies, 
firms, &c., of the kingdom and the Thuringian territory, and 
contains from 1,400 to 1,500 separate advertisements with suitable 
explanations of detail; there are also indexes of names, places, 
and trade articles. Specially full are the lists of the machine, 
metallic, and textile branches of Saxon-Thuringian industry. 
The guide has likewise a general preface to the subject, besides 
a separate introduction to each of the industrial departments 
advertised. The languages employed are German, English, 
French, and Spanish. The issue of this compendious work is to 
consist of 15,009 well-bound copies, which will be widely 
distributed amongst official personages and others ; in Europe and 
elsewhere, steamers and hotels in the centres of traffic will also 
be supplied with copies. 


SraTistics OF LUXEMBURG FOR 1895. 


The Board of Trade have received from tke Foreign Office a 
copy of the Report on the Indu:try and Commerce of Luxemburg 
for 1895. 

The report deals with the imports and exports of the Grand 
Duchy for 1895 as compared with 1894, railways, posts, tele- 
graphs and telephones, population, banking, agricultural statistics, 
the mining, metallurgic, distilling, milling, tanning, textile and 
other industries, and much general information. 


Frenco STeamMsHie LINE TO AFRICAN PorRTs. 


With reference to a note on p. 206 of the August number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a report, dated September 7 last, 
has been received from Mr. Stratton C. Knott, British Vice- 
Consul at Mojanga, Madagascar, stating with reference to the 
new line of steamers by the Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis 
tu Mojanga as well as Tamatave from Havre, which it was 
reported would not call at a British port, that these steamers do 
call at Cape Town both on their outward and homeward voyages. 

The first steamer of the line arrived at Mojanga on 3rd Sep- 
tember without any cargo, and loaded 100 bullocks for Delagoa 


Bay, the main object of the line, which is understood to be 
subsidised by the French Government, being to transport 
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Senegali troops to and from Madagascar, from and to Dakkar. 
The Commissionaire of the “Paranagua” (the above-mentioned 
steamer) stated that his compauy were prerared to carry goods 
at through rates to Tamatave and Mojanga from London, 
Manchester, and Liverpoo!, but application fur those rates would 
have to be made at the head office of the company in Paris. 


REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE Mines or NEw CaLEeponta. 


A despatch, dated 27th October, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of extract from “Le Journal 
Officiel,” containing the Presidential decrees respecting the 
mines of New Caledonia. 

The decrees lay down regulations respecting the search for 
minerals, concessions, special regulations concerning alluvial 
gold mining, old concessions, penalties, &c. ‘ 

The full text of the decrees may be seen on application at the 
Commerciai Department of the Board of ‘Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardena, between the hours of 11 and 5. 


Tre Water Suppiy at FuncHAL. 


A communication, dated 23rd October last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. G. W. Crawford, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Funchal (Madeira), with reference to a statement in his 
report (Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1812) that the typhoid 
fever epidemic was “entirely due to the bad water supplied by the 
town.” 

Mr. Crawford reports that several fountains in the town have 
been supplied with pure water, and if the scheme for water works 
be carried out, such remarks as the above may no longer be 


necessary. 


Propvuction oF Tartaric MATERIALS IN ITALY, 


A report, dated 27th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Neville Rolfe, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul at Naples, transmitting a statement showing the total 
production of tartaric materials in Italy for the 12 months ended 
30th September 1896, to have been 7,253 tons of a value of 
418,025/.. The exports to the United States reached 3,471 tons, 
to the United Kingdom, 728} tons; to Germany, 819 tons; to 
France, 244 tons ; and to other countries, 1,990} tons. 


Crisis TUE BicycLe TRADE AT TRIESTE, 


A communication, dated 29th October last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Trieste, reporting that a bicycle manufactory has 
recently been started in that town, but its success is very doubtful 
in consequence of the crisis in the trade in Austria and elsewhere. 
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The depreciation is said to be caused by over production and the 
constant introduction of new patterns and improvements, which 
render the sale of the old models almost impossible, or at all events 
unprofitable. From what is said, the Austrian manufacturers are 
much discouraged at the present condition of the industry, and it 
is alleged that their average profit on each machine amounts only 


to about five shillings. 
Under these circumstances the duties are prohibitive of any 


importation of English bicycles. 


Tue Crop or Bosnia. 


A communication, dated 2nd November last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Edward B. Freeman, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Serajevo, stating that although it is 
too early in the season as yet to give precise information regarding 
the plum crop in Bosnia, it may be important to dealers in ‘dried 
fruits to be informed in good time that it is a very large one, 
probably double the average of the past five years, and it ‘is 
roughly estimated that there will be 300,000 quintals (29,526 
tons) of the dried fruit’available for exportation 

In spite of the large crop, however, prices are at present very 
high, ranging from 18 florins (30s.) per quintal (1 owt. 3°874 qrs.) 
for the most inferior quality to 50 florins (83s. 4d.) for choice 
selected fruit packed in boxes. a 


Tue TRADE OF BULGARIA FOR THE FIRST Six Monrus 
or 1896. 


A despatch, dated 9th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Etliot, H.M. Agent and Consul-General 
at Sofia, enclosing the Bulgarian Trade Returns for the month of 
June last, which include comparative tables of imports and 
exports for the first six months of 1896 and preceding years. 

The value of the total imports increased from 29,156,351 francs 
to 32,140,140 francs, or 10 per cent., and of the total exports 
from 31,255,150 francs to 44,930,620 francs, or 43 per cent. 
The value of the imports from the United Kingdom increased 
from 6,951,935 francs to 7,835,246 francs, or 12 per cent., and of 
the exports to the United Kingdom from 4,796,513 francs to 
12,426,565 francs, or 159 per cent. 

The increase in any important article of importation from the 
United Kingdom is not particularly marked except in the class 
“Indiennes, printanieres et cotonettes, dimications, &c.” The 
decrease is most noticeable in woollen and cotton yarns, in the 
former of which Belgium and Germany, and in the latter Turkey, 
appear as the most formidable competitors of British trade. In 
various classes of metal goods, cutlery, and hardware, Belgian, 
Austrian, and German trade has made greater advances than 
British trade. 
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Tne Rustonvuk-Nova Zacora LINE. 

A despatch, dated 26th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Ker Majesty’s Agent at Sofia, 
reporting that the tender of Mr. Hadjienoff, the builder of the 
Sofia-Roman railway, has been accepted for the construction of the 


Rustchuk-Nova Zagora line at the price of 24,890,000 frs., or 
about 104,500 frs. per kilometre. 


CRISIS IN THE BRAZILIAN SuGAR INDUSTRY. 


A commnnication, dated 8th October last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. F. Howard, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Pernambuco, inclosing copy and translation of an 
article published in the “ Diario de Pernambuco” (Official 
Gazette), of the 7th October last, with reference to the crisis 
experienced in the sugar industry of Pernambuco and other 
Northern States of Brazil. 

The commercial crisis is attributed to the following causes :— 

During the early part of this year the price of sugar for home 
consumption reached a high fictitious figure, thus inducing over 
production of white sugar, and large shipments of same to the 
south of Brazil, which completely glutted the markets at the 
southern ports and lowered the prices to a serious extent. A 
quantity of this sugar is still held in store at those ports, and 
cannot be realised without a large prospective loss. 

Sugar suitable for shipment to patel and America (in 
sympathy with the rise in white sugar, and aided by the rapid 
advance in March and April to a fairly high figure in European 
and American markets of cane and beet sugar), also rose in price, 
‘and the native and other buyers of the Pernambuco market 
acquired large stocks of the “ bruto ” (coarse), sugar at high prices, 
no doubt under the belief that these would be maintained and 
even surpassed, owing to the reported total lack of sugar from 
Cuba. Despite this, however, the price of sugar both in Europe, 
America, and Brazil declined rapidly, and now stands at a figure 
which would entail a heavy loss on those who may be so un- 
fortunate as to have stocks in store unsold, as is the case with the 
greater part of the sugar. 

The consequence is that nearly all available capital is locked up 
in produce which is for the present unsaleable, and that business 
is practically paralysed. 


PorvuLaTiIon STATISTICS OF UrnuGUAY IN 1895. 


A despatch dated 15th September last, has been re ceived at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, H.M. Minister at Montevideo, 
enclosing an extract from the ‘ Montevideo Times,” giving the 

rincipal fgures from the Demographic Annual for 1895 which 
fs just been published. 
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The population of the Republic for 1895 is calculated at 
792,800. There is an increase in births over previous years and 
a decrease in deaths, the vegetative increase of the population 
being 18,248, as against 14,643 in 1894, 14,837 in 1893, 16,067 
in 1892, and 16,277 in 1891. 

There is an extraordinarily large proportion of illegitimate 
births in the Republic. In 1895 no less than 24°5 per cent. of 
the children born were illegitimate and in one department, that of 
Soriano, the proportion was as high as 42°44 per cent. 

The birthrate of the country is high being 39°16, and the 
deathrate low, 15°61. 

The death rate of the town of Montevideo was only 16°1 in 
1895. 


GerMAn CoMPETITION IN THE CHILIAN Import TRADE. 


Mr. J. Hayes Sadler, H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, states, with regard to the import 
trade of the Chilian Republic, that in almost every branch it may be 
said that English goods are preferred, at least at equal prices, and 
their superiority is generally acknowledged ; but the fact remains 
that the ruling question is price in the Chilian market. A large 
proportion of customers in Chile are unable to distinguish the origin, 
quality, or weight of numerous articles, or pay little attention as 
to which would be the cheapest in the long run, and under any 
circumstances cost is the great consideration. Except, indeed, for 
a specialist in the particular trade, it is now a difficult matter for 
anyone to distinguish the true origin of many goods which bear 
the actual, or almost an exact imitation of the label of another 
country; the Trade Marks Act has no force, or they may be 
simply labelled in the English language, and even if marked 
made in another country the fact would probably he unobserved. 
The cheap imitation, therefore, has generally the best chance of 
sale. The attractiveness of merchandise is avother point on 
which sales largely depend, and in this respect, much more 
attention having been paid of late years to the appearance and 
ornamentation of English goods and patterns, Great Britain is 
now, perhaps, not far behind her competitors. 

One hold England has over the market in some articles is that 
although the metrical is the legal system in the country, people are 
accustomed to English weights and measures, and machinery in 
particular is always asked for in English sizes, and any innovation 
in this respect would lead to great confusion. Iron and steel 
plates and bars are sold in English feet and inches, and this 
applies to lumber and some other articles. Of course the Germans 
produce these things, if required, to English measurement, but 
there is not the same confidence that what is wanted will be 
obtained. 

Qn the other hand, the fact that Germans are now importing 
more than formerly is greatly owing to their lower price, and to 
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the circumstance that more German importing houses than 
English have been established in Chile of late years. Though many 
of the principal houses at Valparaiso are British firms, the German 
houses now far exceed the English in number, and in the matter 
of imports this is a question of some importance. The resident 
merchant has the opportunity of watching the requirements of 
the market, and of seeing in what goods countries are establish- 
ing increased sales or a new market, and can then order from his 
firm at home such goods to be made or sent out, which may be 
perfected to some advantage, or reproduced of a lighter and 
cheaper quality, and therefore easier of sale, as is ofte» the case. 
Though both English and German houses often import foreign 
goods, where cheapness insures a ready market, the great object 
being quick and profitable sales, the local merchant is naturally 
disposed to give preference to the product of his own country on 
equal terms, and it may be questioned if the Germans are not 
making enormous strides as merchants to the disadvantage in 
some cases, of English firms. Some years ago consignments 
in general could be made from home, and be readily disposed of. 
Such is not the case now. Competition is far greater, and the 
pick of goods larger, and unless exactly suited to the market, 
consignments of this description may remain any time at the 
customs before they are disposed of or ultimately returned. The 
merchant or manufacturer at home has little chance of extending 
or opening a new trade in this country in goods which he has 
some general idea may suit the people, when he has to compete 
with resident men who have a thorough knowledge of exactly 
what is actually wanted and suits the market. And with regard 
tc commercial travellers, it is very questionable if British trade 
is represented by so many or such active men, thoroughly 
acquainted with local requirements and the language of the 
country, as German trade. 

It may be remarked that circulars and reviews of the character 
of advertisements are more frequently distributed by both 
Germany and the United States in the Spanish language, and 
that the former country makes a more extended use of direct 
application and distribution of samples.—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1795.) 


Tue SurerinGc TrApE OF MoorisH Ports. 


In a report to the Foreign Office on the trade of the Moorish 
port of Dar-al-Baida for the years 1894 and 1895, Mr. Allan 
Maclean, H.M. Consul at that port, states that the numbers and 
tonnage of shipping for the years under review show a consider- 
able , abaron4 and this notwithstanding the establishment of a 


new German line making monthly voyages from Hamburg. This 
line, the Oldenburg, has replaced the Atlas line, which ceased 
operations in 1895. All nations share in this decrease, with the 
exception of Germany, which has improved her position. 


94278, F 
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’ In 1893 there entered 69 British vessels, of 47,321 tons, against 
41 German, with a tonnage of 27,640, whereas in 1895 there were. 
43 British, of 29,992 tons, against 62 German, of 51,447 
tons, so that it would appear that since 1893 British and German 
shipping on the Morocco coast have almost exactly changed 
places. This is largely due to the fact that in 1893 exportation 
of barley and wheat was permitted, and ships were chartered to 
convey it to England; this permission, however, expired in 1893, 
so that since then the chartered ships have been few and far. 
between. The German shipping, however, consists entirely. of 
regular steamers of the Woermann and Oldenburg lines, and 
hence is more or less permanent. a 

With the exception of chartered ships, every port on the coast. 

has practically the same amount of shipping, as the vessels of the 
po lines call, weather permitting, at each of the ports. 
- It is said that the operation of the Merchandise Marks Act has 
had an unfavourable effect as regards British transit trade. 
Whereas before the passing of the above Act many articles manu- 
factured abroad were sent to England, and thence distributed in 
British ships, since the operation of that Act in regard to the 
marking of goods with the country of origin, purchasers obtain 
them direct from the manufacturers, and hence arises a loss to 
British transit dues. 

Heavy port dues in London have a handicapping effect on the 
earnings of steamers from that port; on this account a considerable 
amount’ of merchandise which used to be carried in British 
bottoms is now brought from Hamburg. Petroleum from 
America is an instance of this; it is now transhipped in Hamburg 
instead of London, as used to be the case, and ase steamers 
are beginning to bring China teas, which is another sign of the 
times. 

Notwithstanding these facts, however, the only lines trading 
with Moorish ports which appear to derive considerable profit are 
the British and French.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1820.) 


GERMAN COMPETITION IN THE Import TRADE OF Morocco. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. A. M. Madden, 
Acting British Consul at Tangier, states that British imports 
of cloth show a still further decline in 1895, having dropped from 
a value of 3,080/. in 1894 to 2,520/. in 1895. French imported 
cloth came in to the value of 660/., a decrease of 2907. Germany 
sent: 6,680/ value of cloth to Tangier, or an increase of 5,310/. 
The reason for the success of foreign-made cloths over those of 
British make in this country is that the native is attracted by a 
good finish, and does not inquire into the quality supplied him ; 
and furthermore, the price of British-made cloth is higher and 
loses the market. British manufacturers should endeavour to 
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produce attractive-looking cloths, with a good finish, at from 
about 3 fr. to 15 fr. per yard. 

With reference to this trade, a British cloth merchant in 
Tangier states that the most important trade in woollen goods in 
Morocco is that of cloth in colours and in dark glossy blue, as 
used by the natives. 

Since the establishment of German houses in Morocco in 
1875 and 1876, British cloth trade has diminished greatly on 
account of these German houses having induced manufacturers 
in Germany to imitate British-made cloth, but at a lower figure. 

What has contributed to the development.of the German cloth | 
trade is that their commercial houses offer their goods through 
agents regularly established in the various trade centres, under 
advantageous conditions, while adapting themselves to the 
resources of the country ; that is to say, they deliver their goods 
at greatly reduced prices and allow four to six months’ credt 
without demanding interest, while their sage are always at hand 
so as to get as many orders as possible out of their clients. 
English manufacturers, on the other hand, limit themselves to 
selling their cloth through the medium of a few houses established 
at Gibraltar, who in their turn are obliged to raise the price in 
order to make a profit, and who can afford to purchasers but little 
credit. One English house has, however, furnished an important 
supply of red cloth to the Moorish Government for the Sultan’s 
troops. Were English manufacturers to have selected agents having 
business relations in the different commercial centres, such as Fez, 
Mequinez, Morocco, and the coast ports, they would almost 
certainly regain their old place in the cloth trade of Morocco, 
especially if they could compete on the same terms as the other 
foreign houses, for English cloth is generally preferred in Morocco 
to any other. 

A Belgian manufacturer has produced a superior cloth which 
has been liked at Fez, Rabat, and Tangier ; and several Austrian 
makers have sent cloth to Morocco. These latter have, however, 
succumbed to the German competition. French houses have vainly 
endeavoured to introduce French-made cloths into Morocco, but 
have never succeeded owing to the costly pr:ce of their products. 

The colours which find most favour in Morocco are red, blue, 
coffee, white, pearl, yellow, bright rose, green, and other showy 
colours. 

Cloths of superior quality, of blue or other colours. generally 
sell in widths of 58-60 inches, and those of lower quality in 
widths of from 52-54 inches. 

Cloths are usually packed like bales of cotton goods in oil- 
cloth. 

The cloth most sold in Morocco varies in price between 


2 fr, 80 c. and 5 fy. a yard.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No. 1810.) 
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XVILI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


According to the “ Canal de Suez” bulletin, the number of 
vessels passing through the Suez Canal during the month of July 
1896 was 246, of a gross tonnage of 889,598 tons. 

Of the above 246 vessels, 152 were English, of an aggregate 
gross tonnage of 589,050. tons; 27 German (91,894 tons); 
17 French (62,645 tons); 15 Dutch (40,414 tons); 11 Italian 
(30,184 tons); 4 Russian (19,832 tons); 5 Austro-Hungarian 
(16,653 tons); 5 Norwegian (12,568 tons); 3 Spanish (12,297 
tons), 6 Turkish (8,591 tons); and 1 Japaneze (5,469 ions). 


Tue Betrast Linen TRApe. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board for 
the month of September, as published in the “Irish Textile 
Journal,” the market since the previous review was characterised 
by steadiness, coupled with an improving tendency. Prices all 
over were firmly held to, and in the majority of cases tended 
towards a higher level. 

There was a fair amount of new flax on offer at the Irish 
market during the month, but little, if any, improvement was to 
be reported in the quality of the fibre. Demand, as a whole, was 
quiet, though anything in the nature of good flax commanded 
attention. 

Trade in the spinning end showed a distinct improvement since 
the August report. Weft lines, which in some instances were 
sold at low rates, had fully recovered, and in these, as well as tow 
yarns, a considerable business was carried through at slightly 
better prices. 

Although no great activity characterised the manufacturing 
branch, there was a stronger feeling than prevailed in August, 
and orders were placed by buyers on a somewhat more liberal 
scale, while prices, too, were firmer. 

Business throughout the home markets in bleached and finished 
linens was fairly brisk, and orders placed would, in the aggregate, 
amount to something in excess of those of the previous month. 

There was not much briskness with the various Continental 
centres, and, though business was fairly steady, it did not come up 
to expectations. 

Business with the United States was very unsatisfactory all 
through September. The value of picee goods exported for 
September shows a falling off of nearly 35 per cent. compared 
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with the corresponding month of 1895. With the foreign West 
Indies business continued exceedingly dull, the shipments showing 
a drop of more than 45 per cent. compared with the same period 
of last year. With Argentina and Australia business was of 
satisfactory proportions, but Canadian trade was sluggish, and 
Brazil did not take nearly so much as last year. 

For the nine months ended 30th September last, the exports of 
piece goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease of 
14°6 per cent. in quantity and 66 per cent. in valne, compzred 
with the same month of last year. 


Tae MANUFACTURE OF MARGARINE 


With reference to an article on “The Manufacture of Margarine” 
on page 398 of the October number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” which was quoted from the “ Journal of Commerce ” 
(Melbourne), it should be stated that the article in question first 
— in the “ Mark Lane Express” of the 30th December 
ast. 


THe Propuction oF Press—eD SHret Merat. 

The “Iron Age” is of opinion that great progress is being 
made in the production of special shapes in sheet metal to take 
the place of costly or more cumbersome forms of iron and steel. 
The trade is more or less familiar with the achievements of the 
manufacturers of pressed steel, who transform a large plate into 
a frame for a car truck, and also furnish other heavy work in 
related lines. What they have done has long since lost its 
novelty. In the same way makers of small wares, pressed or 
stamped from light sheets, have for years put forth standard 
goods, many of which no one would now think of producing in 
any other manner. But the field is an inviting one, and manu- 
facturers are exploiting it in other directions. Probably the 
latest steps in the direction of genuine progress have been made 
py those who are substituting pressed sheet steel for varions forms 
of cast iron. It has been observed that many iron castings, when 
not required to endure heat nor to be of massive construction, 
can just as readily be composed of sheet steel as of cast iron, 
After a die has been made the production of the stamping is on 
a vastly more rapid scale than is possible in foundry work, 
Another point gained is the better condition in which the stamping 
leaves the operator's hands, as compared with a casting coming 
from a mould, which then requires cleaning and perhaps filing 
or chipping. Recent performances in this line cover some shapes 
which it appeared impossible to produce satisfactorily except in 
cast iron. ‘These results were only obtained after exhaustive 
experiments, and with the application of the practical knowledge 
thus acquired of the behaviour of metals under certain pressures 
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and conditions. From what has been don? by more than one 
manufacturer operating in the same direction, but on independent 
lines, it would seem that many shapes now made in cast iron are 
destined at an early day to be superseded by light but strong 
steel stampings. 


AMERICAN ENTERPRISE IN Russta. 

According to the New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” 
a new company has been organized in Russia by Mr. Edmund D. 
Smith, vice-president of the Russian-American Manufacturing 
Company. This Company is to be conducted largely with 
American capital and entirely under American management. It 
is called the Nicopal-Mariopal Mining and Metallurgical Company, 
with a paid-up capital of 2,275,000 dols., goid, and proposes to 
secure control of valuable manganese mines in Nicopal, in South 
Russia. These mines are now under American management, and 
the ore is to be taken to Mariopal, on the Sea of Azov, where a 
large steel plant will be erected under the charge of H. S. Loud, 
formerly of the Illinois Steel Company. The Company has 
already secured the contract for supplying 144 miles of oil pipe, 
amounting to about 10,000 tons, in the Caucasus; and to make 
the delivery in time the Company has purchased the entire pipe- 
plant of Morris, Tasker, and Company, with the exception of 
engines and boilers. The plant is being shipped to Russia and 
the pipe is ail to be delivered next year. The Russian-American 
Locomotive Works at Nijni-Novgorod are to be opened as a 
department of the Sormovo Iron and Steel Works at that 
place. 


Tur New Trapr Rovte to Boxwara vid Batoum. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” states that the committee 
which sat at Nijni-Novgorod this autumn, to examine the question 
of the means of transport in the Caucasus and Trans-Caspian 
territory, has had before it the project for direct communication 
between India and Bokhara vid the Suez Canal, Batoum, and 
Baku, and have arrived at the conclusion that there are no 
obstacles to the realisation of this project. The route hitherto 
followed from India to Bokhara vid the Persian Gulf, and 
the more ancient one across Afghanistan vid Lahore and Cabul, 
are very costly (12 roubles per poud), and take five months ; by 
the proposed route from Bombay to Bokhara vid Batoum and the 
Trane-Caspian line, the transport would cost only 3 roubles per 
poud, and take but from 45 to 55 days. 

It is said that the project has been received with favour both 
by the Government and the railway companies. 
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Tre Trans-Srpertan Rariway. 

According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” the inaugura- 
tion of the regular service of the Tcheliabinsk-Obi section of the 
Siberian railway was to take place on the 15th October last. 

Hitherto the differential tariffs in use on the Russian lines 
were drawn up with a view only to a maximum length of 4,000 
verstes, and the extension in Siberia (St. Petersburg to Vladivo- 
stok, 9,876 verstes) is taken into consideration in fixing the 
reduced rates. The new tariff is based on a total length of 
7,000 verstes; great reductions have been made for the carriage 
of goods of the five first classes, not only for Siberia, but also on 
the Oural and Samara-Zlatoonst lines, with the Orenburg branch. 
The Tcheliabinsk-Catharinebourg line has been incorporated 
with the Oural. 


AMERICANS versus GERMANS IN THE WIRE TRADE. 


Mr. W. D. Warner, United States Consul at Cologne, states 
that, according to a recent report published ia the “ Cologne 
Gazette,” a representative in Hamburg of a large Westphalian 
icon works, whose special branch is the manufacture of barbed 
wire, states that the condition of the German export trade in barbed 
wire, especially to Japan, is at present very unsatisfactory, owing 
to American competition. He goes on to say that with an 
American price of 91. 12s. 6d., that of Belgium at 230 franes (free 
on board Antwerp), and that of Germany at 217°5 marks (free on 
board Hamburg), per ton of 1,000 kilogs., it is no wonder that the 
Germans are unable to effect any sales. 

According to this report, the Hamburg export houses are 
forced to buy American wire, because their foreign customers 
have already begun to buy it directly from the United States. 
The German houses being thus obliged either to lose their 
business or to import American wire themselves, have decided to 
do the latter, and this all the more as, in consequence of the 
direct importation of barbed wire, they would also lose the sale of 
other goods, which would likewise be purchased directly from the 
United States, experience having shown that a business con- 
nection when once established in one article also extends to 
others. 

Should the ratio of the German and American prices change, a 
sacrifice would be necessary on the part of the Germans in order 
to get rid of the American competition. ‘his is also the case 
with wire nails, which Americans are exporting to Japan vid 
Hamburg, at prices with which the German industry cannot 
compete. 
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Tue NavicaTIon OF THE ME-Konce. 

The “Journal des Débats” of the 29th October last publishes. 
a short article on the opening up of the Me-Kong River to 
navigation. 

During last year the river was ascended beyond Suang- 
Prabang and as far as its navigable limits by Lieutenant Simon 
in two small gunboats, Charts of the stream were then obtained, 
and the organisation of a regular commercial river service is 
being proceeded with. Much has been done, but much remains 
to be done to facilitate the navigation of the river and allow of 
steamers to carry, without transfer of cargo, the products of Laos 


to the heart of Cochin China. 


Corton SPINNING IN TONKIN. 


According to the Calcutta paper “ Capital,” it appears that the 
endeavour to introduce the cotton-spinning industry intv Tonkin, 
a mill having been established at Hanoi, is meeting with con- 
siderable difficulties, the chief of which is the small production of 
raw cotton in the country and the irregularity of the supply in 
the local markets. Representations have been made to the French 
Government in favour of measures being adopted for the 
encouragement of native cotton-growing, for which the soil of 
Indo-China is said to be very suitable. The Government has, 
however, it is added, declined to interfere. It is also stated that 
French merchants in Indo-China, finding that only cotton yarns 
with English marks are saleable, are attaching such marks to 
French cotton yarns. 


TRADE OF GREECE FOR FIRST Six Monrtus or 1896. 


The “ Economiste d’Orient” publishes some figures relating to 
the foreign trade of Greece for the first six months of 1896, from 
which it appears that the total value of imports into the kingdom 
for that period was 53,977,000 frs., as compared with 43,076,000: 
frs. for the corresponding period of 1895. 

The exports for the same period of 1896 amounted in value to 
31,341,000 frs., as against 28,853,000 frs. for a like period of 
1895. 

The chief increases in the imports are seen in cereals, 
16,392,000 frs., as against 10,228,000 fre. in the first six months 
of 1895; and yarnsand piece goods 9,031,000 frs. (8,388,000 fre. 
in 1895) 

In the exports increases are found under currants, 6,787,000 frs., 
as against 4,705,000 fre. during the first half of 1895; and also 
in wines and tobaccos. But the value of the exports of ore, olive 
oil, sponge 8, and fruits has declined. 
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Mine DrAtnaGE IN CALIFORNIA. 

The Board of Trade have received from the California State 
Mining Bureau a copy of their bulletin on mine drainage pumps, 
&e., which treats of the general features of mine-pumping plants ; 
pump systems operated by rods; direct-driven reciprocating 
pumps; underground geared and belted crank-driven pumps ; 
bailing tanks ; centrifugal pumps, &c. The bulletin, which is 
well illustrated, contains also an appendix, dealing with the 
erection of water-raising machinery for irrigation or land drainage. 


Rartways In NICARAGUA. 


The “ Railway Age” states that the general agent of the 
Nicaragua Maritime Canal Company has secured a concession to 
build a railroad from Rama to Rantombaldo, 96 miles long, with 
an extension to Tipitapa, the government granting 200,000 acres 
of valuable timber lands on both sides of the road. 


Tue CoMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF THE SouTH AMERICAN 
REPUBLICS. 


In a despatch from Petropolis the Hon. T. L. Thompson, 
United States Minister to Brazil, encloses a copy of the Report 
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs for 1896. According to this 
report, the Minister appears to be thoroughly imbued with the 
purpose of bringing the South American Republics into a closer 
union, but at the same time keeping Brazil aloof from all com- 
plications with European nations. 

An elaborate plan of international communication is set forth, 
the most important suggestion in which is the outlet afforded 
Bolivia to the Atlantic by the Paraguay River. 

A commercial union between Chile, Argentina, and Brazil is 
advocated. The report observes that it is impossible for the South 
American Republics to preserve an indifference to each other. 
Almost all of them are bounded by tributaries of either the 
Amazon or Plate rivers, and necessarily have common economic 
interests; and while such interests may not in all cases justify 
treaties of commerce and navigation, yet the scope of production 
in the several Republics suggests conventions which will assure 
the most advantageous markets. The dominating influence of 
Brazil and Argentina on the Atlantic coast, and Chile on the 
Pacific, counsels an alliance between these countries for the proper 
development of commerce in South America, The economic 
conditions of Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Ayres, and Valparaiso are 
so identical that sooner or later they must combine. The fact 
that German sugar is imported into Brazil and Chile and sold in 
competition with the national product, on account of the cheap 
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freight rates, is pointed out, and an amendment to the law regu- 
lating coast navigation is urged. 
It is evident that Brazil is making great efforts to bring about 


‘a combination between itself, Chile, and Argentina. How far 


these ‘efforts have succeeded is not known. It is noticeable, how- 
ever, that the representatives accredited from both are men of 
much influence and high standing in their countries, and have but 
recently arrived. That they are on some special mission is evident. 
The President of Chile, in a recent message, is reported to have 
recommended the abrogation of that country’s commercial treaties 
with Europe, and says: “ The Government has been engaged in 
* opening a road by which our (Chile’s) commercial relations 
“ with other American countries may be strengthened, and it is 
“ now engaged in negotiating an agreement of this nature with 
Brazil.” 

In regard to the relations with the United States and Euro- 
pean nations, he says: “Treaties of navigation and commerce 
“* cannot be regarded under the same aspect. The problem con- 
“sists in ensuring increasing exportation, and in permitting 
“ importation to a salutary extent without injuring the legitimate 
“ aspirations of national industry.” 

Referring to the tariff, he recommends that Congress fix a 
maximum and minimum schedule, conferring upon the Govern- 
ment authority to change the duties, as circumstances may demand, 
between the two extremes. 

The rest of the report contains an exposition of the conditions 
of the various international questions in which Brazil is engaged. 


Tae Franco-Cniwian Treaty oF CoMMERCE. 
According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
the commercial treaty concluded in 1846 between France and 
Chile, which was to expire this year and was denounced on the 
5th July 1895, has just been extended to the 31st May 1897. 


GerMAN COMPETITION IN THE CENTRAL ASIAN TRADE.” 

Captain G. Chenevix-Trench, British Joint Commissioner at 
Ladak, in a letter to the “ Times of India,” makes the following 
remarks on the trade which passes through the town of Leh from 
India to Chinese Turkestan :— 

“The total exports and imports last year amounted to over 
62 lakhs of rupees, of which the total imports were valued at over 
33 lakhs. The total exports are close on 29 lakhs. In three years 
the total trade has almost doubled itself, while during the last ten 
years the total exports and imports have grown from 28 lakhs to 
62 lakhs by a steady annual increase. Last year the total amount 


* See also pp. 550 to 554. 
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of coral exported to Central Asia was valued at Rs. 2,20,000; 
Banah eloth to the value of Rs. 2,932; coarse manufactured silk 
to Rs. 78,113; total Rs, 3,01,650. 

_ J find on inspecting these several articles of trade that the 
coral is bought in Calcutia, and is an import from Italy. The 
cloth is entirely of German manufacture, and the velvet and 
coarse satin is from France. 

“ Not only have Germany and France obtained the entire trade 
passing through here to Central Asia in cloth, silk, and velvet, 
but this year Germany has manufactured a strong brown cotton 
cloth in exact imitation of the Russian cloth known as ‘ Shaitan 
tiri.’ This cloth is very popular, and worn by all Mahomedans 
in Chinese Turkestan who can afford it. The German manufac- 
turer has now been able to put this on the Kashgar market, the 
very threshold of Russian territory, at a price about 3 to 4 annas 
less than the Russian article. 

“In one instance, it is stated by merchants, that they have 
always asked for square in place of oblong cotton Manchester- 
made white flowered hankerchiefs, and have never been able to 
get them. Now, considering that the men of Central Asia wear 
these hankerchiefs tied three-cornered way as sashes, it stands to 
reason an oblong-shaped one would not answer the purpose nearly 
sowell, 

« Are they quite unable to obtain from English manufacturers 
the articles they now freely distribute to the smaller Indian 
merchants marked as ‘ Made in Germany ?’ 

* Has everything been done to afford English manufacturers 
full opportunity of knowing the exact requirements of the 
merchants who carry goods to remote corners of this Indian 
empire ? 

“TI ask these questions, as the danger from foreign competition 
is now an imperial one, and if we are able to find out some of the 
reasons why English manufacturers do not, or cannot, hold their own 
trough English firms in India, we may be able to help in some 
way to stop this inroad of foreign goods, which is daily taking the 
food out of the mouths of thousands of our own brothers and 
sisters in England.” 


ForEIGN TRADE OF JAPAN IN 1896. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that the foreign trade of 
Japan for the first half of 1896, according to the “ Mainichi,” 
showed imports to exceed exports by 26,000,000 yen—a rare 
commercial phenomenon in recent years. ‘This is owing, on 
the one hand, to the extraordinary depressed condition of the 
American market, and on the other, to the unusually large 
importation of machinery and other materials in consequence of 


the mushroom growth of industrial enterprises in this country. 
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This over importation, however, is by no means ominous. The 
growth of industries is but the natural result of a victorious 
war. Moreover, the machinery imported will sooner or later 
turn out products that will be exported in their turn. 
Another point to be noted is that 15,000,000 yen out of 
26,000,000 yen (that is the total of the excess of imports) 
represented cotton and wool. Further, the greater part of the 
remaining 11,000,000 yen represented machinery and other 
articles of iron. Very few luxuries were imported. In the 
months of June and July the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha alone is 
said to have exported cotton yarns to the amount of 2,000,000 
yen. When most of the cotton and wool imported in the first 
half of the year comes to be exported in the form of yarn, 
&ec., the export business prowises to be very prosperous. The 
silk market is also expected to be very much brisker in a short 
time. 


EsTABLISHMENT OF A ConprTioninG House AT 
YOKOHAMA. 


According to a report of the French Consul-General at Yoko- 
hama published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” a silk 
conditioning house, established on the lines of the establishment 
at Lyons was inaugurated at Yokohama on the 5th August 
last. 

The apparatus, which is from France, is used to determine— 

The net weight of the silk ; its “ conditional” weight; tle 
solidity of the thread ; its thickness; the number of the 
threads; their solidity and elasticity; the degree of 
humidity. 

Although silk merchants are not compelled to submit their 
goods to the formalities of the “ conditioning house,’ it may be 
supposed that the majority of them do so to secure a better 
guarantee for their stocke. No expense is attached to it, the only 
obligation being a written demand addressed to the Director 
according to a certain form. 

A similar establishment has been set up at Kobe, and the 
Japanese Government may be congratulated on having «assumed 
the initiative in such a direction. 


MINING IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that, according to a native 
paper (the “ Jiji”), the value of the mining output in Japan in 
1892 amounted to 15,145,817 yen; in 1893 it was 16,385,817 yen; 
and in 1894, 20,199,874 yen. An increase of more than 40 per 
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cent. in three years is not a bad record. The following table 
gives the value of the principal minerals obtained during the two 
years 1893 and 1894 :— 


1893. 1894. 

Yen. Yen. 
Coal - - 6,837,809 9,585,155 
Copper - - 4,903,515 5,567,947 
Silver - 2,723,402 2,716,769 
Gold - - 607,365 . 788,574 
Tron - - - 392,473 567,491 

| 


This table shows what the principal minerals of Japan are, but 
it would be erroneous to infer that other minerals are of small 
importance in Japan. That is not the case. In point of fact 
gold, iron, and other mines have developed to a greater or less 
extent because of the facility for working them. Yet the output 
of kerosene increased from 200,000 ven in 1893 to 260,000 yen in 
the following year. Sulphur, plumbago, tin, lead, manganese 
and so forth, all show a similar increase. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that the supply of various ores is almost 
inexhaustible in Japan, and that the mining industry has not yet 
advanced beyond its threshold. 


PostaL SavinGs BANKS IN JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that Tokyo papers give some 
information relating to deposits in Postal Savings Banks. The 
Post Office opened Savings Banks in 1875, and the deposits that 
year aggregated only 20,122 yen by 2,184 depositors. Since the 
savings banks regulations were amended in 1878 and again in 
1891, facilities were given for encouraging thrift, and the business 
began to markedly improve. ‘he following table shows the 
figures for the last five years :— 


Year. Deposits. Withdrawals. 
Yen. Yen. 
1891 - - - 10,826,585 10,437,852 
1892 - - - - 11,906,608 11,029,528 
1893 - - ~ - - 13,941,842 11,889,412 
1894 - 13,590,760 14,476,343 
1895 - - - 16,287,986 14,520,335 


In the above figures fractions of yen have been omitted. 
Depositors whose deposits are more than 500 yen each number 
2,529, their total being 1,066,500 yen. According to investigation 
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made at the end of March last, the classification of depositors by 
occupation, and the deposit made by each class, are as follows :— 


Average 
— Deposits. | Depositors. | Deposit per 

| Person. 
| Yen. | No. Yen. 
Agriculture - - 8,213,686 | 453,445 | 11 
- | 394,246 30 
Industry - - - | 2,607,806 954,022 7 
Miscellaneous - - - - | 2,492,580 | "79,711 31 
Mechanics and labourers - - - | 1,476,001 68,604 21 
Unknown - - - - | 2,796,787 | 99,009 28 
Officials and Military Coolies ~ - | 2,605,806 83,448 31 
Pupils and Students’ - - - | $42,156 | 66,301 5 
Fishermen and Sailors - - 331,409 13,258 24 
Unprofessional - - - | 331,395 12,238 27 
Temples, Shrines, &e. ~ = 1,017,426 | 27,427 37 


IN CoREA, 

The New York “Engineering and Mining Journal” states 
that the first railroad in Corea, which is to connect the port of 
Chemulpo with the capital town of Seoul, 25 miles distant, is to 
be built by an American, Mr, James R. Morse. Mr. Morse was 
one of the first foreigners to enter Corea when it was opened to 
foreign trade in 1882, and holds other concessions for mining, 
electric lighting, &c. The route of the railway has been surveyed 
by Mr. J. H. Dye, also an American, and the estimated cost is 
1,500,000 dols. in gold. Seoul is only 100 ft. above sea level, and 
the chief engineering work upon the line is a bridge, 1,600 ft. 
long across the Han River. Under the terms of the concession 
the work must be commenced before 29th March 1897, and it 
must be finished within two years thereafter. The concession is 
for 15 years after opening, and it can then be purchased by the 
Corean Government, or the concession extended for further 
periods of 10 years. A French company has obtained a similar 
concession for a railroad from Seoul north to Wi Ju, on the 


Chinese frontier. 


REPorRT OF THE BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


The Board of Trade have received the report of the Committee 
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the year ending 31st 
January 1896. 

The report deals with the legislation of the year with regard to 
commercial subjects, the working of the Marine and Customs 
Departments, the sanitary and structural improvement of the city, 
railways and telegraphs, labour movement of the population, yarns 
and bundling of yarns, rhea fibre, the reports of various sub- 
committees and mercantile associations, &e., &e. 
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Tue Imports oF SuGArR 1nTO Britisu Inpra. 


According to the Bengal journal “Capital,” the imports of 
refined sugar into British India for 1895-96, which aggregated 
126,248 tons, valued at Rs. 3,06,49,366, have exceeded those of 
any previous year with the exception of 1890-91, when 136,724 
tons weight, valued at Rs. 3,32,68,496, found their way into the 
country. ‘The trade in foreign sugar in India, however, would 
appear to have reached its limits of expansion, unless the recent 
doubling of the bounty on exports in (Fermany starts it growing 
again, And should suzh a contingency occur, there is some con- 
solation in the reflection—in view of the possible effect on the 
sugar refining industry in India—that the dimensions to which 
this trade has already attained, may be regarded as an unnatural 
growth that in all probability will eventually end in a shrivelling 
up. The average of the imports of the three years ending 


1891-92 was 114,468 tons, and for the triennial period ending 
1895-96 rather less, viz., 114,206 tons. 

The increase in imports last year was mainly due te larger 
shipments from Germany, which amounted to a total of 35,910 
tons, being about 450 tons more than was shipped from that 
country to India in 1890-91, the year in which India was first 
inundated by a rush of beet sugar grown in the Fatherland. As 
a natural consequence of the repetition of this rush, imports from 
the Mauritius have fallen off, so that instead of consignments 
from that colony in 1895-96 being, like those of the previous 
year, about six times as heavy as those from Germany, they were 
somewhat less than double. The outlook seems rather a grave 
one for the Mauritius planters, who, when the beet industry on 
the Continent practically shut their produce out of the European 
markets, found a ready mart in India. 


Tae Pruanters’ AssociATIoN, British GUIANA, AND THE 
Sucar Inpustry or THE CoLony. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Planters’ Associa- 
tion, Georgetown, British Guiana, copy of a report of the 
proceedings at a recent public meeting of the association in 
Georgetown, at which the following two resolutions, concerning 
the sugar industry of the colony, were passed :—- 

1. Whereas, the bounties given on sugar, exported from beet- 
producing countries, have recently been increased, and the larger 
output and export thereby encouraged has resulted in the price of 
sugar falling below the cost of production, and whereas, in con- 
sequence the sugar industry in this colony, on which the 
inhabitants are mainly dependent for a livelihood, is threatened 
with extinction : 

It is resolved: 1. That a petition be addressed through the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Queen and Parliament, 
asking that some very prompt measure of relief be afforded to 
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the sugar industry of this colony, and thus save its inhabitants 
from distress and ruin. The following are suggested as measures, 
the adoption of any of which will, it is hoped, afford the relief and 
assistance required :— 

(a.) The immediate payment from the Imperial Treasury of a 
sum per ton sugar exported from this Colony equal to 
the bounty on export of sugar given by Germany, 80 as 
to place the industry in this colony on an equal footing, 
and in as favourable a position as that of foreign countries 
now exporting beet sugar to Great Britain. 

(4.) The arrangement of a conference of the European countries 
giving export bounties on beet sugar, with the view to 
settling a joint agreement for the immediate abolition of 
such bounties. This method of relief to be of any 
assistance to British Guiana must be very promptly carried 
out. 

(c.) The imposition of a countervailing duty on all foreign sugar 
imported into Great Britian equal to the bounty given at 
the port of export. 

2. That a report of this meeting and a copy of the resolutions 
passed, be forwarded to Members of Parliament and to some of 
the leading newspapers in Great Britain, with the view of arousing 
public attention at home to the great injustice suffered by the 
British sugar-producing colonies, on acccunt of the very existence 
of their staple industry lying at the mercy of foreign governments 


RaILWays IN JAMAICA. 

The “ Railway Age” states that the Jamaica railroad has been 
completed from Kingston to Port Antonio, 54 miles, by J. P. 
McDonald & Co., an American firm, who were the general con- 
tractors. The road is laid with 60-lb. rails, and opens up a 
rich fruit-growing section. English mills furnished the rails, and 
American manufacturers supplied the rolling stock. The road 


was built by the West India Improvement Company, which is 
largely composed of New York capitalists. 


Export or Corree From British Centrat AFRICA. 
According to the “Tropical Agriculturist,’ the actual 
quantity of coffee exported from British Central Africa last year 


was 146 tons, or exactly double the export of the previous year. 
Tn addition to the actual quantity exported there is the amount 
obtained for home consumption and the amount used as seed. 
As 1 ewt. is by no means a large amount for seed purposes, and 
as the number of separate plantations exceeds 100, the amount 
used for seed alone would be considerably in excess of 5 tons, 
and it is certain that the actual crop exceeded 150 tons. Taking 
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the usual calculation of 100/. per ton, the report shows a gross 
value of 41,600/. It, however, represents only a small fraction 
of the amount annually expended by planters in British Central 
Africa, as, of course, most of the recent clearings do not come into 
bearing till 1897. It is to be hoped that the forecast for this 
year’s 300 tons, will be abundantly verified and thus 


continue the geometrical progression of the last five years. 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette” of September 11th last, from 
which it appears that the value of the imports into the colony for 
the eight months ended 3lst August 1896, including specie, 
amounted to 12,447,803, as compared with 11,338,874/. for the 
corresponding period of 1895. 

With — to the exports, the total value for the eight 
months ended August 31st, 1896, including bullion and specie, 
was 10,834,639/., as compared with 11,045,065/. in the corre- 
sponding period of 1895. 


Raitway Trarric EarRninGs oF Care CoLony. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for the 
16th October last publishes a statement, from which it appears 
that the traffic earnings on Cape Government railways for the 


month of August last were 347,271/, as compared with 296,314/. 
in August 1895. 


For the eight months ended August 31st, 1896 the total traffic 
earnings were 2,694,031/., as compared with 2,096,478/. in 1895. 


Raritways In New 

The “Melbourne Journal of Commerce” states that New 
Zealand possesses 2,014 miles of railway open for traffic, showing 
an increase of 21 miles as compared with the previous year. The 
revenue was 1,183,041/., a net expansion of 137,626/. The 
revenue for the current year is estimated at 1,200,000/, and the 


expenditure at 762,000/. The sum of 64,7437. is required for 
additional rolling stock and machinery. 


| 

i 
i 
94278. 


610 OHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF UNITED KINGDOM.  [Nov. 1896. 


XIX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS. OF 
“THE CHAMBERS OF’ COMMERCE’ OF THE 
‘UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 14th October last, Mr. J. B. Chantrill in the chair. The 
secretary reported, in reference to the discussion at a previous 
meeting as to the possibility of Birmingham competing in the 

- supply of iron pans to the Chinese in the Straits Settlements and 
Hong Kong, that communications had been received from the 

» Colonial Office stating that Her. Majesty’s Consulg. at. Amoy, 

- Canton, and Swatow, where the pans in question are made, had 
been officially requested to obtain samples and forward them to 
Birmingham for the inspection of the Chamber of Commerce. 
The committee appointed to consider the suggestions of the 
Liverpool Stock Exchange for the extension of trustees’ powers. 

as to investments, submitted a report, in which they acknow- 

- ledge the necessity for reform, but proposed certain variations on 
the Liverpool suggestions, enabling trustees to invest in debentures 
and other secured stocks of any railway which had paid not less 
than 3 per cent. on its ordinary stock for 10 years, in municipal 
mortgages or debenture bonds, or in any guaranteed railway, light 
railway, or canal company, and that the Court of Chancery powers 
and trustees’ powers should be made uniform. 


Blackburn.—A meeting of this-Chamber was held on Octo- 
ber 28th last, Mr. Henry Harrison in the chair. Mr. Davies, one 
of the delegates appointed to report upon the question of yarn 

- contracts and forms, stated that with regard to the rules that had 
been arranged affecting the question, he believed that, as they 
occasionally came in contact with men who were not highly 
principled, it would be an advantage to have such rules. They 
had, for instance, been greatly troubled at times with excessive 
moisture, and one of the rules on that point referred them to the 
Manchester Test House as the referee in matters of dispute. He 
believed there was nothing to object to in the rules, but they 
were told by their colleagues in Manchester that it was not 

intended that the rules were yet completed. 

_. Bradford.—A special meeting of this @hamber was held on 
12th October last, Mr. T. A. Duncan in the chair, to consider the 
‘question of sénding a collection of Bradford goods to the forth- 

_ coming Brussels Exhibition, and the. desirability of forming a 
manufacturers’ section of the Chamber. Few of the members of 
the Chamber attended the meeting, and it was eventually decided 
not to collect an exhibit for the Brussels Exhibition. 

On the 14th October last a special meeting of the Chamber was 
convened to consider the following resolutions of a committee 
formed for the purpose of considering the demands of the Barmen 
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and Elberfeld manufacturers as regards length and weight of 


“i That worsted and mohair yarns be delivered of full invoiced 


weight, j 
e » Viz.5 an ave of 560 yards per hank, a margin of 1 
3. That yarns be delivered as nearly as possible in correct count, 
the limits of deviation permissible ting 24 per cent. above or 
below the specified count of yarn as delivered. 
4. That as regards condition, considering the great variety of 
Bradford yarns and their differing capacity to absorb moisture, it 
would be unwise to fix any absolute standard of condition ; in the 
case of Botany yarns, however, 184 per cent. shall remain the 
standard as hitherto. 


Bristol.—The monthly meetings of the Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce was held on October 28th last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, 
junior, in the chair. 

It was reported that arrangements had now been completed for 
holding a conference at the Board room of the Chamber of 
Commerce at Wolverhampton for the purpose of considering the 
following propositions, suggested by Sir Alfred Hickman, 
M.P.:—1. The best mode of improving the existing canal 
communication with the ports. 2. The obtaining of plans and 
estimates for such improvement. 3. Providing the funds 
necessary for preliminary inquiry. 4. The appointment of a 
small committee to carry out the above objects and to report. 
The conference will consider the information set: out in 
Sir J. T. Brunner’s communication to the Chambers of Commerce 
in July last upon the question of inland navigation. ; 

A resolution was submitted concerning the proposed dock 
improvements, and references were also made to the extension of 
free delivery boundaries, Royal Naval Reservé, and The Brussels 
International Exhibition. 


Exeter—The annual general meeting of the Exeter Chamber 
of Commerce took place on J6th October last, Sir Stafford 
Northcote, Bart,, in the chair. 

The annual report stated that during the year 11 meetings 
had been held of the Council and Chamber. Many matters of 
local and general interest to commerce had been discussed and 
dealt with. The vexed question of railway rates still remained 
unsettled, although there had been many important concessions., 
The Council had always strongly supported the efforts to introduce 
into this country the decimal system of weights and measures, 
Since the meeting held on 3rd December to consider the question 
of the completion of the Exeter, Teign Valley, and Chagford 
Railway, considerable progress had been achieved with the scheme.. 


Halifax.—At a meeting of this Chamber on October 28th last, 
Mr. T., Sutcliffe presiding, it was agreed to appoint six represen- 
G 2 
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tatives of the Chamber to join with six members of the Trades 
and Labour Council to form the Board of Conciliation for the 
borough. It was reported, with respect to the marking of sheep, 
that the stain used, as shown by Australian wool received, could 
not be obliterated by the ordinary cleansing process. The 
marking of sheep on the head, and the offer of prizes for the 
discovery of a suitable substance, and the writing of letters to 
the Clothworkers’ Company, the Yorkshire College, and Dr. 
Bowman, were suggested, and the matter was referred to a special 
committee for investigation. 


Hull.—A special meeting of the Council of the Hull Chamber 
of Commerce and Shipping was held on October 26th last, for 
the purpose of considering the report to be presented at the 
annual meeting of the members on the 11th November. Ald. 
Massey the president, was in the chair. The report stated the 
Council had to record a quiet and uneventful year, the chief 
feature to note being the steady progress that had been, and was 
being made in the facilities granted to the commercial classes by 
the railway and dock companies, the returns of both showing a 
steady and progressive increase in the business and trade of the 
port. The remainder of the report gave a history of the work 
done in connection with the Chamber, and a review of the 
meetings of the Associated Chambers, as well as of the com- 
mercial legislation of the year. The report of the Seed Crushers’ 
Committee stated that the general condition of the seed-crushing 
trade during the past twelve months has been most disappointing. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on 28th October last, Mr. Jonathan Peate in the 
chair. A letter was received, calling attention to the advisability 
of chambers of commerce providing Her Majesty's Consulates 
yearly, if possible, with a short summary or compendium of the 
goods, manufactures, or trades specially connected with their 
several districts, upon which reports from consuls would prove of 
most value and interest. Such a summary would, it was pointed 
out, be of the greatest assistance in making annual consular 
reports, and might also enable consuls to avoid dealing with a 
large amount of material practically useless for the purposes of 
British trade, because abeiity in the hands of the chambers, and 
which was at present included in reports for fear of leaving 
untouched anything which might be of service to commerce. 
This, it was pointed out, would in no way interfere with reports 
on any local information or matters of interest that a consul 
might deem to be of value outside the special requirements 
mentioned in the various summaries. 

The Chamber agreed to support the suggestion of the China 
Pg with respect to the duties on goods imported into 

ina. 

The President intimated, with reference to the Brussels Exhibi- 
tion, which is to be held next year, that Mr. Haigh, Mr. Nussey, 
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and himself had waited on several representatives of the woollen 
trade in Leeds, and had secured promises from 12 representative 
firms to take part in the exhibition, and that they were awaiting 
answers from others. Reference was also made to German 
competition in Morocco in the matter of woollen cloth goods. 


Liverpool_—A meeting of the Committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
19th October, Mr. A. L. Jones in the chair. 

In compliance with the request made by the Consul-General of 
the Niger Coast Protectorate, and communicated to merchants 
and brokers by the committee, Messrs. J. H. Rayner and Co., 
James Latham and Co., and the Taquah and Aboss0 Gold 
Mining Co., had furnished samples of African produce and 
minerals for the use of Lieut. Turner, tke travelling commissioner 
in the Protectorate. 

Messrs. E iwards Brothers wrote inquiring whether the report i 
is true that trade licences costing 50/. are to be imposed at the 
Gold Coast, and saying that in their opinion such a system would 
curtail the commercial activity of the colony and would ruin a 
large number of native traders. 

The poll tax on Kroo labourers, and the memorial addressed 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the subject of the 
Lagos terminus also came up for discussion. 

The monthly meeting of the Council of the Liverpool Chamber 
was held on 28th October last, Mr. F. C. Danson in the chair. 
The new Decimal Association had drawn the attention of the 
committee to the Weights and Measures (Metric System) Bill, 
introduced last session by the President «f the Board of Trade, 
and read fer the first time. The Association pointed out that the 
Bill was perm'ssive only, and suggested that the Government 
should be urged to bring in a modified Bill, making the metric 
system cf weights and measures compulsory in the time recom- 
mended by the Select Committee on Weights and Measures, viz., 
two years after the rendering of their report. The General ‘I’rade 
Committee of the Council was of opinion that there should bea 
speedy compulsory adoption of the system, and that a recom- 
mendation to this «ffect should be made to the Board ef Trade, 

The Postmaster-General has annozuced that his efforts and 
those of the delegates of the Government of India at the Buda- 
Pesth Conference to obtain a reduction in the rate per word for { 
telegrams to India have beea resuliless, but that the rate to F 
China will be reduced from 7s. to 5s. 6d. per word, and that i 
reductions will alo be made in the rates to Spain, Portugal, ; 
Gibraltar, Canaries, Azore:, and Tangier; further, that as 
regards extra-Kuropean telegrams, the number of letters allowed 
per word will be raised from 10 to 15, and the number of figures 
per word from 3 te 5 for telegrams in plain language, from the Ist 1 
July 1897. His Grace has been asked whether any reduction is ; 
to be male in the rate to Japan, which is at present 10s. 8d. per { 
word. 
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Manchester—At a recent meeting of the Manchester Chamber 


‘of Commerce, Mr. W. H. Holland in the chair, the correspondence 
_with the Stock Exchanges and the Law Associations of Liverpool 


and Manchester respecting the desirableness of extending the 


‘lawful scope of investments of trust funds was laid before the 


Board. is was remitted to the Correspondence and Finance 
Committee, with power to act. 
The minutes of the African Sectional Committee showed that a 
letter from a correspondent at Lagos had been under considera- 
tion, enclosing a copy of a memorial addressed to the Acting 
Governor at Lagos, both strongly urging that the seaward 
terminus of the Lagos Railways should be at the eastern end of 
Lagos Island, and not on Iddo Island. Representations had 
already been made by the Chamber to the Colonial Office to this 


effect, and. it -reeolved, onthe recommendation of the 


Committee, that a further letter should be addressed to 


~Mr. Chamberlain supporting the prayer of the Lagos memorial, 


and setting forth again the ground of the conclusion that the 
terminus should be placed on Lagos Island—viz., that Iddo 
Island is small and swampy, and could only be utilised for the 
terminus at considerable expense, whilst the cost of barging 
merchandise to and from Lagos would partly neutralise the 
advantages of the railway. 

The African Sectional Executive Committee, having previously 
raised the question of the insufficiency of the Gold Coast Medical 
Service, had had under consideration a reply from the Colonial 
Office, dated the 28th August, wherein it was stated that the 
medical staff of the colony consisted of 25 doctors, that the 
Secretary of State was not satisfied that more were required, but 
that he was in communication with the Colonial Government 
upon the subject. The Committee desired that, in consideration 
of the very serious state of the public health in the Gold Coast 
‘Colony, renewed representations should be made to the Colonial 
Office, in view of the fact that probably the Department was now 
in possession of later information. This course was approved and 
adopted by the Board. 

References were also made to the manning of the Royal Navy 
and the Berne Telegraphic Vocabulary. 

A letter had been received by the Chamber from the British 
Joint Commissioner of Ladak with reference to German 
competition with English goods at Leh and on the frontier of 
Tibet,* and it was resolved to publish it for general information. 


Nottingham.—The monthly meeting of the Council of this 
Chamber: was held on 12th October last, Mr. G. Wigley in the 
chair. 

Mr. Davy, one of the delegates at the recent meeting of the 
Associated Chambers, made some remarks with reference to the 


* See also p. 550 of the present issue of the “Board of Trade Journal” for an 
account of the Ladak Commissioner’s views. ; 
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question of delivering goods by parcels post, which question had 
come before the Assuciated Chambers. He said the delegates 
at the meeting were of opinion that.the rights of middle men and 
small traders in the country would be interfered with. Personally 
he-was not of that opinion, because he thought it was a question 
of distribution and division. There was also the question of 
steamship companies charging excessive rates, which affected the 
traders. The German railways carried goods to the sea coast 
from the inland towns almost practically free from cost, and the 
charges were also less from New York to Africa by steamboat 
than from Southampton to Africa. The Wolverhampton Chamber 
were very strong upon this point. The reply, however, was that 
the traders were not like a railway company, and that it would 
be an interference with the liberty of the subject to dictate to 
the railway companies as to the terms which they should adopt. 
There was no other business of importance. 


Sheffield—A meeting of the Council of the Sheffield Chamber 
was held on 22nd October last, Mr. S. E. Howell in the chair. — 
_ The committee appointed to consider the Government Bill on 
the subject of the decimal system reported entirely in its favour, 
‘ut desired that it might become a compulsory enactment. The 
‘secretary also read correspondence with the General Purposes 
and Parks Committee of the Corporation, and a report by the 
chief inspector of weights and measures. It was resolved “ that 
“* this Chamber heartily approves the provisions of the new 
“ weights and measures (metric system) Bill, introduced by 
** Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Balfour, which they consider would be 
“* greatly improved if some date, however remote, were inserted 
“ therein, at which the provisions of the measure should become 
compulsory.” 

Reference was also made to the Berne telegraphic code, trunk 
telephone system, trade with Tunis and Spain, and certificates of 
origin from Russia. 


Walsall—A meeting of the Walsall Chamber was held on 
26th October last, Mr. E. J. Shaw in the chair. With respect 
to the Decimal Measures Bill, a communication had been sent 
to the New Decimal Association that the matter had been 
recently considered by the Walsall Chamber, which had petitioned 
in favour of the decimal system being made compulsory, but 
thought that two ~— was too short a time, and that five years 
should be allowed before the system was enforced, Local railwa 
rates, railway communication with London, commercial exami- 
nation, the canal question, foreign competition, and technical 
education were also among the subjects discussed by the 
Chamber, 
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XX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 

| (1.) Statistical Abstract relating to British India from 1885-86 
to 1894-95. Thirtieth number, (C—8238.) Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the yearly statistical abstract issued by the India Office 


and is in much the same form as that relating to the statistics of the 
United Kingdom. It furnishes information as to the area and 


‘ population, agriculture, finances, shipping, and import and export 
i trades. The returns in the present issue give the information 
7 for the most part for a series of 10 years, the foreign trade for 


that period being given in the following summary table :— 


Vaxve of MercHanpisE and Treasure Importep into and Exportep 
from British Inpia, by from and to Foreicn Countrigs, 
including GovERNMENT SrorEs and TreEAsuRE; in Tens of 
RoPEES. 

i 


IMPoRTS. Exports. 


YEARS. 


| 
Merchandise. Treasure. | Total. Merchandise. Treasure. Total. 


1884—85 55,708,072 13,888,197 69,591,269 83,255,292 1,970,630 85,225,922 
7 ie 1885—86 55,655,865 | 15,477,801 71,133,666 83,881,264 1,108,238 84,989,503 
1886—87 61,777,351 11,053,319 || 72,830,670 88,470,117 1,720,516 90,190,633 
i] 1se7—s8 | 65,004,612 | 13,825,856 || 78,830,468} 90,543,655 | 1,604,624 || 92,148,079 
1888—89 69,440,467 13,844,960 || 83,285,427] 97,049,582 | 1,784,847 || 98,883,979 
1889—90 62,197,489 | 17,459,501 | 86,656,990 103,460,398 1,906,322 || 105,366,720 
1890—91 71,975,370 | 21,984486 ! 93 909,856 100,227,318 2,123,178 || 102,350,526 
1891—982 69,432,383 14 722,662 | 84,155,045 108,173,592 3,286,686 || 111,460,279 
1892— 93 66,265,277 | 17,609,810 | 83,275,087 106,595,475 6,958,924 || 113,554,399 
1893—94 77,021,432 18,461,256 95,482. 688 106,593,369 4,100,192 || 110,608,561 
1804-95 | 73,528,003 | 9,581,207 | 83,119,200 | 108,913,778 | 8,226,072 || 117,139,850 
| Totalforthe}| 993,818,528 | 32,819,099 ||1,026,687,027 


a As regards the internal trade, it appears from the present 
‘ publication that the quantity of goods and minerals conveyed by 
| railways in India in each year from 1890 to 1895 has been as 


follows :— 

Railways. 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. | 1895. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. | ‘Tons. Tons. 
Guaranteed Companies - | 6,204,047 | 7,406,337 | 7,835,513 | 5,472,710 | 5,409,212 | 5,385,788 
Assisted Companies | 277,639) 428,713) 545,875 | 648,703 | 748,902 | 679,590 
State Lines ~ | 16,988,010 | 17,218,918 | 21,813,838 24,860,858 | 25,788,622 
Native States - =| 989,402 | 1,172,001 | 1,115,041 | 1,292,050 1,539,875 | 1,614,800 
Total = = |22,612,718 | 25,995,721 | 26,210,347 | 28,727,386 32,531,347 | 33,498,799 
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(2.) Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1896. Report and Tables 
relating to Migratory Agricultural Labourers, showing their 
distribution in Ircland when at home. their relative proportion ta 
the population : their social position when at home as measured by 
the extent of their holdings, if any; their destination and the 
number who left the several ports from 1st January to 31st August 


1896. (C—8197.) Price 24d, 


This is a report issued by the Registrar-General in Dublin. 
In the report it is stated that these tables, which set forth the 
informetion on the subject obtained at the homes of the migratory 
labourers by the enumerators of agricultural statistics, are in 
continuation of those presented annually since the year 1880, and 
are comparable with the statistics of migratory labourers published 
in the report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

It appears from the tables that there were in June of this year 
16,312 persons, or 3°5 per 1,000 of the population according to 
the Census of 1891, who had either left or intended to leave their 
homes to seek emplcyment as agricultural labourers elsewhere ; 
of these 3,593 had not left their homes at the time of the enume- 
ration. ‘The corresponding number for 1895 was 14,119, showing 
an increase of 2,193 in the present year. 


(3.) Companies Bill (H.L.). Report 342, Price 1s. 


This is the Report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Lords appointed to consider the Companies Bill (H.L.); together 
with the Proceedings of the Committee and Minutes of Evidence. 

The report is dated the 17th July 1896, and the Committee 
state that they have met and considered the Bill referred to them 
and have examined several witnesses. The Committee state that 
they have been unable to complete the inquiry, and therefore beg 
to recommend that if the Bill be again introduced into the House 
of Lords the Committee be reappointed. The minutes of evidence 
are printed in extenso. 


(4.) Petroleum Report. 311, Price 10s. 74d. 


This is the report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons appointed to inquire into and report upon the sufficiency 
of the Law relating to the keeping, selling, using, and conveying 
of petroleum and other inflammable liquids, and the precautions to 
be adopted for the prevention of accidents with petroleum lamps. 

The Committee state that they are of opinion that it will not be 
in their power to conclude their investigation duriug the present 
Session; they have, therefore, agreed to report the evidence already 
taken to the House, and to recommend that a Committee on the 
same subject should be appointed early in the next Session of 
Parliament. 

The report is dated the 23rd of July 1896. 


| 
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(5.). Treaty Series No, 14. Agreement respecting the Commer- 
cial Relations between Russia and Zanzibar. Signed at London 


August 1898. (C8282) Price 


This paper contains the text of the Treaty between the British 
Government, acting on behalf of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the 
Emperor of Russia. Under it, most favoured nation treatment is 

nted in the country of each to the subjects of the other. 

suls can also be appointed under the Treaty to represent the 
Emperor and the Saltan respectively. ‘ Tne ‘present Treaty is to 
remain in force for a’period of 10 years, 


“(6.) General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents 
that have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom during 
the Year 1895. (C-—8246.) Priee3}d. 


This. is the general. report of the Board of Trade on. the 
accidents and collisions that have occurred in the working of the 
tailways.of the United Kingdom during the year 1895. It is 
stated to be founded principally on returns made by the railway 
companies themselves under the Act 34 & 35 Vict. c 78... 6, 
as well as on the reports upon certain accidents and collisions, 
made after inquiry into the matter by the officers of the Railway 
De ent of the Board of Trade. 

t is to be remarked that under the head of injuries, in the cases 
both of passengers and servants of the companies, all injuries, 
however slight, are included. 

The following table shows the number of persons reported to 
the Board of Trade:as having been killed and injured from all 
causes in the working of railways during the year :— 


— Killed. Injured. 
PASSENGERS: 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent- _ 
way, &c. - - 5 399 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents | 
from their own want of caution or misconduct - 78 ae 
Servants or on Conrractors:* 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent- 
way, &c. - - - - 12 88 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents 
from their own want of caution or misconduct - 430 2,566 
Oruer Prssons: 
Whilst passing over railways at level crossings - 65 33 
- - - - ~ 285 144 
Suicides - - - - 96 — 
Miscellaneous, not included in either of the above 53 ‘ $1 
Total - 1,024 4,021 


* Of contractors’ servants 8 were killed and 18 injured. 


In addition to the above, the companies have returned 66 persons 
killed and 5,297 injured from accidents that occurred on their 
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premises, but which were not connected with the movement of 
railway vehicles, 

The total number of passenger journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season-ticket holders, was 929,770,909 for the year 1895, or 
387.088 more than in te previous these 

res, the proportions of passengers and in ur 
= year 1895, ‘lem all causes, os lin 11,202,089 killed, a 
1 in 838,387 injured. 


Mines and Quarries, Mineral; Statistics of the United 
Kingdom, of Great Britain and Ireland, with the Isle of Man, 
Sor the year 1895. (C.—8202.) Price 1s. 8d. 

This is an annual statement prepared by the direction of the 
Secretary of State forthe Home Department. In the introduction | 
it is stated that the poser volume contains an account of the ) 
quantity and value of the minerals obtained from mines, quarries, 
brineworks, &., in the United Kingdom. In an appendix is 
shown the producticn of minerals in the British Colonies and 
Possessions compiled from official reports. 
The sources from which minerals are obtained in the United 
Kingdom are classed under five heads :— 
1. Mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act: 
2. Mines under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act: 
8. Quarries more than 20 feet deep, which are now under the 
Quarries Act : 
4, Quarries less than 20 feet deep, which are not under the 
Quarries Act : 
5. Brineworks, 
A return has to be sent annually from every mine, and from 
every quarry more than 20 feet deep to the Inspector for the 
district, specifying the quantity of mineral obtained. The 
statistics are prepared from these statutory returns. 
The Coal Mines Act prohibits the publication of any individual 
return without the consent of the person making it, or the owner 
of the mine to which it relates: but the aggregate results of these 
returns may be published with respect to any particular county, 
or any large portion of a county or Inspector's district. 
The Metailiferous Mines Act does not contain any restriction 
concerning the publication of individual returns, and the details 
relating to each mine are given in almost every instance. In the 
case of metallic ores the owners frequently furnish the inspector 
with the results of the assays, which enable the quantity of metal 
obtainable by smelting to be calculated, 
The Quarries Act is identical with the Metalliferous Mines Act 
so far as the annual returns are concerned, but the number of 
separate quarries is so great that the individual returns could not 
be published without enormously increasing the size of the book, 
For this reason it is stated that it has been thought desirable to 
publish only the totals for counties. 
Statistics relating to persons employed in mines and quarries, and 
to accidents are published in the annual reports of the Inspectors 
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of Mines and in the annual “ Summaries of Statistics of Mines 
and Minerals.” 

Except in the case of iron ore and a few less important 
substances, the present volume contains no account of minerals 
raised from the quarries less than 20 feet deep. It is true that 
the amounts of clay, brick-earth, sand, and gravel so obtained 
must be large, but without further statutory powers no accurate 
account of the quantity and value can be given. Thanks to the 
courtesy of the owners, who have furnished returns voluntarily, 
accurate statistics of the output of the shallow ironstene quarries 
of the Midlands have heen secured; and in like manner the 
output of salt from brineworks has been calculated. 

The exports and imports of each of the principal minerals, 
furnished by the Board of Custom:, are given after the tables of 
production, and in several cases information as to distribution 
supplied by railway and navigation companies, is added. 

Lists of smelters of the principal metallic ores follow the export 
and import tables, and in the case of iron, the quantity of ore and 
coal used in the blast furnaces, and the make of pig-iron, have 
been ascertained from voluntary returns furnished to the Home 
Office by the owners. 

The General Summary shows that coai and iron ore are the 
most important minerals worked in the United Kingdom. 

The volume includes a Table of the Mines Inspection Districts 
with the names and addresses of the Inspectors of Mines, Assis- 
tant Inspectors, Secretaries to Boards for Examinations, and the 
Clerk of Mineral Statistics. 


(8.) Railway Servants (Hours of Labour). Report by the Board 
of Trade respecting the Proceedings of the Board of Trade under 
the Railway Regulation Act, 1893, 56 §57 Vict. c. 29, during the 
~ year ended 27th July 1896. 372. Price 24d. 


This is the third annual Report of the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade with regard to the hours of labour of the servants of the 
Railway Companies under the Railway Regulation Act, 1893. 

In the Report it is stated that the Department has continued 
to administer the Act, with a desire to obtain for railway servants 
the benefit of reasonable hours of work without recourse to formal 
proceedings before the Riilway Commissioners, and in doing so 
they have in the large majority of cases been aided by the course 
taken by the Directors and Managers of the principal lines. 

With few exceptions the Railway Companies have, it is stated, 
shown a marked willingness to listen to and to act upon the 
representations made by the Department, and to remove all 
reasonable causes of complaint ; and there can be no doubt that 
the action of the Companies, undertaken either voluntarily or 
on the suggestions or recommendations of the Department, has 
affected the hours of work of a very large number of servants. 

The present Report is dated August 1896. 


. 
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(9.) Mercantile Marine Fund. Report of the Committee of 


Inquiry appointed by the President of the Board of Trade. 
(C.—8167.) Price 24d. 


This is the Report of the Committee on the 17th 
August 1894 by the President of the Board of Trade to inquire 
into the present condition of the Mercantile Marine Fund, the 
sources of its revenue, and the mode in which that revenue is 
applied, as also into the principles upon which light dues are at 
present levied, having regard to their incidence — different 
classes of ships and voyages. And to advise what (if any) 
changes are desirable for increasing the revenue of the Mercantile 
Marine Fund, for relieving it from any existing charges, and for 
adjusting such inequalities in the incidence of the light dues as 
may be found to exist. 

The following are the recommendations of the Committee :— 

1. The breaking up of the Mercantile Marine Fund into its 
component parts, each to be submitted annually to Parliament in 
the estimates. 

2. The bringing into the Light Fund of the receipts and 
expenditure on account of the Colonial Lights administered under 
the Board of Trade, and also the cost of making and maintaining 
telegraphic communication with Lighthouses, Light Vessels, and 
the shore. 

8. The following measures in alleviation of the balance (ex- 
ceeding 70,000/.) which will be transferred to the votes and paid 
by the general taxpayer (except so far as a revenue might be 
created by appropriate fees for each special service): (1) The 
institution of fees on registration, transfers, mortgages, &c., of 
ships estimated to yield 16,000/. per annum; and (2) the charge 
on shipowners of the cost of repatriation of shipwrecked seamen, 
estimated to yield 19,000/.—together 35,0007. 

4. The abolition of the present scales of light dues in the 
United Kingdom, and the substitution for them of 1d. per ton 
per voyage for sailing vessels in the coasting and home trades, 
clearing the ship after ten payments; 14d. per ton per voyage 
for other vessels in the coasting and home trades, clearing the 
ship after ten payments; 23d. per ton per voyage for all vessels 
in tne half oversea and foreign trades clearing the ship after six 
payments. 

5. The imposition of an annual light due of 1s. per ton on 
yachts, tugs, and fish-carriers. 

6. The creation by the Board of Trade of a committee con- 
taining representatives of the Trinity House, the Northern Lights 
Commissioners, and the Irish Lights Board, to advise the President 
upon lighthouse matters. 

The Report is eigned by all the members of the Committee at 
present in England; by four of them with reservations which are 


appended to the body of the Report. The Report itself is dated 
the 22nd of July 1896. 
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XXI—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The following regulations as to Quarantine have been notified 
through the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs:— — 

Spain.—All arrivals from Calcutta to be despatched to the 
Quarantine station. 

GREECE. — Quarantine on arrivals at Athens from’ Egypt, 
leaving on or after October 26, has been abolished. 

‘Eeyrt.—All ships bound from Bombay to Suakin shall first 
undergo disinfection at Moses’ We'ls. 

Brazit.—Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco reports that 
small-pox is prevalent at that port. 

The following regulations as to quarantine have been notified 
to the Board of Trade through the. Sencctary of State for the 
Colonies :— 

Matta.—The following shall not be permitted to enter the 
harbour, but may be allowed to coal and take provisions in strict 
quarantine, with the least delay, and subject to the orders of the 
Collector of Customs, and shall in all oases be ordered to quit 
with all despatch after coaling. 

(a.) Vessels that have on board, or one had within seven days, 
cases of cholera, or cases of a disease with symptoms resembling 
those of cholera. 

(b.) Vessels with pilgrims from the East. 

(c.) Vessels from North or South America when cases of 
yellow fever have occurred on board during the voyage, unless 
such vessels have been properly disinfected at an intermediate 
port in Europe. 

(d.) Vessels arriving from Arabian ports in the Red Sea which 
have not been admitted to free pratique at Suez and Port Said. 

Vessels arriving from any port without a clean bill of health, 
shall be subject to a period of seven days’ quarantine. 

Vessels having on board cases of scarlet fever, measles, or small- 
will be subject to such precautionary measures as the Head 
of the Government may deem necessary. 

All vessels arriving at Malta shall undergo strict medical 
inspection. 

The importation of cotton seed from any port subject to 
quarantine is forbidden. 

The importation of all fruits from Egypt is prohibited. 

The importation of rags is prohibited. 

The importation, before disinfection, of s from India, of 
soiled wearing apparel, or bedding material that is not new, is 
prohibited. 

The importation of vines, vine shoote, fruit packed in vine 
leaves, or roots from any port of the Mediterranean is prohibited. 
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XXIL.—POST OFFICE NOTICES.” 


Parcet Post to Paracuay, THE Carr Verp JsLanps, 

anp Portucurse West AFrica. 

On and after the Ist of November 1896, parcels were to be 
accepted for transmission to Paraguay, to St. Vincent and 
Santiago in the Cape Verd Islands, and to certain places in 
Portuguese West Africa, viz.: Ambriz, Benguela, Bolama in 
Guinea, Cabenda, Loanda, Mossamedes, and St. Thomas. 

postage is as follows :— 


For a Parcel weighing— 
More than | More than 
Not more | ibs. but .| 7 Ibs. but 
not more not more 
than $ Ibs. | than 7 Ibs. | than 11 Ibs. 
To y - - 2 8 4 0 
To the Cape Verd Islands and Guinea 
(Bolama) - - ~ - 2 5 210 38 8 
-To the other places mentioned - : 3 3 3 8 4 1 


No parcel may exceed 2 feet in length or 4 feet in length and 
-girth combined. The limit of weight is 7 lbs. in the case of 

parcels for Paraguay, and 11 lbs. in the case of parcels for the 
other places mentioned. - 

No parcel may contain a letter or communication of the nature 
of a letter, any explosive or dangerous article, or any liquid unless 
securely packed in a ea case, Further, parcels for Paraguay 
may not contain anything made of gold or silver, jewellery, &c., 
or corrosive fluids. 

Parcels for Paraguay will be included in the direct mails for 
the Argentine Republic. Each parcel must be accompanied by 
a despatch-note and two Customs declarations. 

Parcels for the Cape Verd Islands, and Portuguese West Africa 
will be despatched to Portugal by sea direct, and will be forwarded 
from Lisbon by steamers leaving on the 6th and 23rd of each 
month. Each parcel must be accompanied by a despatch-note 
and one Customs declaration, They will have to be claimed in 
each case at the agency of the “ Empresa Nacional de Navegagiio “4 

and not at the Post Office, and, when they cannot be delivered, 
they will he returned to the senders without previous notice. 
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XXIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForrIcn OF THE UniTED Kinepom. 
SratTement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
OUntrep Kinepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 
31st October 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1895. 
MONTH ENDED 31st OCTOBER. 
I. Imports From Foreian Countnizs AND British Possessrons. 


Month ended 
31st October 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
2 2 a 
I. Animals, living (for food) 874,450 995,537 94,087 


II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - | 18,631,415 | 72,477,877 | 1,219,604 - 
food and drink, duti- 
- | 3,295,672 | 2,832,950 462,722 


Tobacco, dutiable - - 435,032 297,853 137,179 - 
Metals 1,708,863 1,647, 964 ‘ 60,899 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 404,570 457,342 - 52,772 
Oils 709,394 721,726 - 12,332 


VI. Raw nitietits for textile manufactures 5,167,994 | 4,037,542 | 1,180,452 — 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 4,548,091 4y528,819 19,272 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - | 7,321,867 | 7,625,077 - 308,204 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,885,402 1,954,295 131,107 _ 
(B.) Parcel post 93,540 78,958 14,582 


Total Value - 39,576,290 | 36,859,868 | 2,716,422 


Il. Exports or BririsH anp Irish PRODUCE AND 


& 
I. Animals, living 975575 85,181 12,444 pas 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - 1,217,159 1,227,198 me 10,089 
Ill. Raw materials - - - -| 1,546,948 186,508 - 139,615 
TV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 8,139,223 8,802,586 _- 663,363 


(B.) Metals and articles manufhetared 
therefrom (except machinery) -| 8,189,132 | 2,764,583 374,549 


{C.) Machinery and millwork - =| 1,688,508 | 47,597,979 46,529 


(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 897,803 874,184 23,619 _ 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 651,412 706,716 - 55,304 


(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured =| 8,166,584 | 2,957,370 215,214 des 
(G.) Parcelpost - 160,653 138,556 22,097 


‘fotal Value | 20,654,997 | 20,828,866 on 178,869 


III. Exports oF ForREIGN AND COLONIAL 


Total Value - 4,759,026 5,460,404 701,878 
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I.—Foreien Trape oF THE Untrep Kinapom—cont. 
Ten MONTHS ENDED 31st OCTOBER. 


I. Imports ForeIGN COUNTRIES AND BritisH PossESsIONs. 


Ten Months ended 
31st October 
— Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
I. Animals, living (for food) 9,025,321 7,409,206 | 1,616,115 
Il. (A,) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 117,352,163 | 775,797,736 1,555,027 | 
ar Articles of food and drink, duti- | 
able - - - - | 20,813,160 | 20,769,678 173,482 | - 
To'sacco, dutiable - | 3,589,882 | 2,796,566 798,316 
Ill. Metals - = | 17,089,430 | 75,390,755 | 1,649,275 | 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning | 
substances 5,967,832 5,607,496 360,336 _ 
V. Oils - - 6,753,161 6,502,486 250,675 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 54,603,292 | 54,869,447 _ | 256,155 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures - 39,805,272 | 36,556,408 | 3,248,864, — 
VIII. Manufactured articles - | 68,494,309 | 63,267,447 | 5,232,868, 
« IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - = | 12,009,322 | 77,566,845 442,477 - 
(B.) Parcel post - - ‘os 943,617 825,718 117,899 | — 
Total Value - | 355,926,761 | 340,752,582 | 15,174,179 | 


II. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - - 761,079 104,698 
II. Articles of food and drink - 9,276,344 _ 9:027,018 £49,326 _ 
III. Raw materials . | 14,782,979 | 75,488,757 705,172 

IV. and partly manu- 


Boe, Yarns and textile fabrics - * | 89,022,112 | 84,457,568 4,570,544 | - 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 28,039,056 | 23,369,827 4,669,235 _ 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - "| 14,112,145 | 72,567,388 1,544,807 — 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use| 8,833,568 | 7,667,608 | _—_1,171,960 ont 
“ (E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 


cinal preparations - 6,921,854 6,888,044 33,310 | ~ 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 27,994,359 | 25,277,063 1,717,296 


(G.) Parcel post 1,348,154 1,062,314 285,843 


Total Value 


201,091,150 | 787,449,808 | 18,641,847 - 


| 


IIT. Exports’or Foreign anp CoLontaAL Prorvuce. 


| 405,945 

| 


94278, n 
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IL—Corn 


Return of the soLD and Average Prices of Britis 
Corn, ImrertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. Oate. 
Quantities sold. 

Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. 

Week ended 3rd October 1896 - | 56,787 7 | 128,125 0 12,512 7 
10th -| 56,246 0 | 170,072 5 18,617 1 

17th 59,158 2 | 215,741 0 14,288 1 

24th - | 65,880 6 | 192,640 7 15,868 0 

n 31st * - | 57,192 0 | 186,419 7 | 16,182 5 

October 1896 - | 295,264 7 | 892,999 3 72,418 6 

Corresponding month in 1895 >| 134,412 4 | 627,604 5 58,197. 3 
“ - 1894 - | 194873 | 517,811 7 | 68,450 @ 

Average Prices. 23 
s. d. s. d. s. ad. 
Week ended 3rd October 1896 ~- 2 2 28 7 14 9 
> 10th 5 - 26 7 29 5 15 38 
17tk - 27 10 29 7 is 9 
= 24th = - 28 11 28 6 16 0 
31st 30 9 28 3 7's 
October 1896 -| 2710 28 10 15 9 
September 1896 “ - - 23 9 24 0 14 17 
August 22 11 20 9 14 4 
July ” 24 4 78 $3 15 0 
June - 25 1 20 14.10 
May ” 25 6 27 6 14.5 
April ” - - - 24 10 21 10 13 6 
March - 25 2 2 63 137 
February - 26 2 22 2 13 11 
January » - - - 25 7 23 10 13 40 
December 1895 - 24°11 23 11 13 14 
November ,, 25 9 25 4 14 2 
October 1895 24 6 25 5 738 
yy 489g 17 8 a3 9 13 6 
“93 - 7 29 4 18 0 
» 1892 - - 2 a7 9 17:10 


: \ « 
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1896. 


Rerourn of ‘the Numsers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinapom for Piaces out of 
Evropx during the Month ended 31st October 1896, and the Ten 
Months ended 31st October 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
, | British Cape All for 
United Austral- | of Good corres 
Nationalities. North other Total. 
Btates. | America.| |Heopeand) places, 
1896. 


English - ° 4,571 1,257 1,557 2,489 2,308 12,182 12,608 
Beotch « - 893 141 101 549 129 1,816 1,637. 


Trish 7 . 3,187 63 43 139 30 3,462 4,416 


Total of an | 8,654 1,461 1,701 3,177 2,467 17,460 | +8655 


Forcigners  - 4,796 540 74 1,622 255 7,287 8,839 

. Total - 13,512 2,001 1,778 4,799 3,464 25,554 27,588 
Yotal for corre- 


1788 | 1769 | | 3005 | 3.074 | 07508 


Ten Months ended 31st October, 


English + + =| 43,975 12,199 7,615 18,303 9,325 91,417 98,960 


cotch- 972 | 1,546 536 | 2,331 845 | 14,908 | 16,437 
Irish - | 38,496 864 392 506 20. | 40,519 | 

Total of British} | o21ss | 14,007 8588 | 21,200 | 10,871 | 140,908 | 107707 
Foreigners - = | 51,405 | - 6,695 265 8,715 1,666 | 68,836 | 73,941 
| 8 2851 | 3,283 | 9937 


Total - = | 144,063 21,346 , 8,816 29,915 14,888 | 219,023 | 244,553 


80,999 184 90,098 | 18,405 | 244,553 
month, are to conregtion im the Annual Returns. 
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IV.—ALIEN 1896. 


_Rerurn of the Numser of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Porrst in the 
Unrrep Kinepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. ¢. LI. 


sect. 2.) 
remen, ani msterdam, Diep ntinen Total. 
Bremerhaven. Antw ™ Ports. 
1896. 1895. | 1896. | 149s. | 1806. | 7898. | 1896. | #898. | 1896, | 1895. 
Month ended 31st October. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
ot Landon - | 1,161 649 183 189 161 119 212 
2 9 3717 | 1,076 
jee Grimsby - 79 15 19 | 28 174 122 
Hull - - 73 74 59 22 | 48 53 172 352 249 
Tyne Ports - 59 30 14 43 145 435 194 787 | 412] 
leith - - 74 37 45 87 7 4 17 15; 143 78 
» Newhvn-| —| | 69) — 4, 779 
» Other ports- 9; 12; 20 —| —| 2%6 | 939) 
Total - -| 1,586 g6e| 349] 407| 779) 659 | 870| 687 |$3,991 | 
Arrived at Grimsby -| 164 88) 39) 772) 650 601); — 44 81 897 | 942 
Hull - - 35) 788 | 4 — 536 | 620 | 1,089] 4,657 
Other ports - -- | 1% 18 3 225 | | 243 82% 
Total - -| 283| #5 | 265! 1,182 | — | — | 831 | 4,053 2,300] 3,645 
Total of aliens en route and | 
of aliens not stated to be 1,869 | 7807 393 664 1,589 | 7,827 779 65g 1,751 7742) 6,381 | 6,673 
en route to America* ~- 
Ten Months ended 31st October. 
Aliens to be en 
route to America : 
Total |14,618 | 17,667 | 4,334 | 4887 | 5271 | 5,776 | 6,754 | 6,808 | 8,720 | 7,088 |$39,697 $34,559 
Aliens en route to ca: } 
Total No. - | 2,561 | 5,967 759 | 3,501 | 17,579 | 45,013) — — 5,916 | 75,597 | 36,815 89,976 
» 50 | 20, 
on routeto America’ | | 189 |$76,5 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are Pg 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from ee orts return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No, 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthly Emigration 


from which Alien Lists are Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
rangemouth, Granton, Greenock, G Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live’ vernen, London, Middles- 

ah Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, ipouth Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West armaren. The 

lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harvich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 

after lan roceed by train as third-class passengers. 

etaee vers included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Ki ngdom not en route to 

America in the month of October 1896 was 796, and 758 in the same month of 1895; in the ten months ended October 

1896 the number was 8,802, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 8,607. 
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V.—BaNKRUPTCY,—ENGLAND AND WALES, 
of Receiving Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
e 
Cutie ended October 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
| 
No. | No. No. No. 
Tota: gazetted - 873 | 385 3,482 8,661 
Number gazetted in principal trades and \ 
occupations :— | 
Publicans and hotel 27 | 22 255 262 
Grocers, &c. - 25 26 243 234 
Farmers - - - 19 30 204 256 
Builders - - - - 13 | 20 187 189 
Bakers - ~ - 13 97 83 
6 Butchers - - 6 | 22 89 428 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 8 | 47 80 104 
4 Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 7 73 69 
Tailors, &c. - 13 | 70 69 £4 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e, - 7 7 65 5s 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&e, - 4 7 60 63 
y Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 4 4 55 55 
- ents, commission and general - 3 7 49 57 
Clerks, commercial and general - 6 7 44 43 
2 Jewellers, 
* silversmiths, &c. 6 2 41 32 
Solicitors 5 3 40 
5S Fishmongers, poulteress, ke. - - 5 4 40 33 
oe Confectioners - - 6 4 40 28 
Furniture dealers and 4 37 21 
Tobacconists, &c. 7 37 20 
Carpenters and joiners - - 2 6 36 31 
Auctioneers - 3 9 35 49 
ae Provision merchants, &c. - - 4 Fj 30 33 
Saddlers and harness makers - 4 7 29 27 
— Traveliers, commercial, &e. - - 3 3 26 33 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 4 2 26 34 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw mer- 
sy chants and dealers - - 2 2 25 23 
16 Cabinet-makers and 5 25 22 
Merchants - - 3 24 2s 
Chemists, druggists, and 
manufacturers - - - 3 4 24 25 
a. General dealers ~ - - 5 3 24 34 
on Ironmongers - 3 22 2s 
ted Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 1 21 
vat Lodging-house keepers - 4 3 21 20 
Engineers and founders, - 1 20 30 
ion Printers and publishers - - 1 3 20 27 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 2 q 20 19 
“4 Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 2 3 20 25 
The Milliners, - 3 20 44 
ons Biacksmiths, farriers, &c. 5 20 
| Millers - 19 21 
her Carriers, carmen, ightermen, and | 
hauliers | 1 2 19 27 
| 
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October Ten Months 
ended October 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Namber gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No? No. 
occupations—cont. 

Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers 3 2 19 18 
i Officers in Arm - - ~ 3 4 18 15: 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - _ 3 16 23 
f Cattle and pig dealers - - - 2 _ 16 6 
Brokers, stock and share 15 g 
Carriage, &c. builders - - 3 4 15 14 
! Contractors 4 15 17 
Clerks in holy orders - - _ 3 13 18 
Wheelwrights - - 2 13 19 

; China, giass, and earthenware, &c. 
dealers - 3 4 13 
\ Stationers - ~ - - 2 4 12 22 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 1 4 ll 12 
| Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 4 4 ll 6 
! Stone, marble, and monument masons - 2 4 10 8 
Architects and surveyors - — 2 9 14: 

Directors and promoters of public 
companies - 2 7 14 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. ~ - ~ 2 6 19 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 7 | 6 13: 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters ~- 2 5 14 


VL—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Retorn of the Numer of Anmats exported from IRELAND to 
Britain during the Month ended 31st October 1896, and during 
the first Ten Months of the Year 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Ten Months 
| eer ended October 


Animals, 


1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 


oan 53 29| 4,059] 4,346 
Horses - ~ - -| 8,865 | 3,532 

- ~ 26 33 2,443 1,268 


Total - | 283,919 | 209,752 |1,744,876|1,649,296 


| | | 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle See - . - | 128,783 | 708,976 | 551,608 | 607,740 
Shee - | 78,147 | 54,202 | 692,949 | 600,747 
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VIL—FisHery STATISTICS.\—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


statement of the Toran Quantity and VaLve of*the returned 
as landed on the Eneiisn and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Ten Months ended 
October October 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Quantity. 
Cuts. Outs. 
Brill 1,733 1,843 16,382 18,966 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 32,003 enz78 
Total prime fish 17,601 17304 182,301 173,18 
° 35,127 87,669 417,090 442,182 
Hake 11,994 18,474 151,469 120,705 
Halibut 6,246 5,790 10,963 106,787 
He 320,447 3,366 971,965 | 7,008,674 
° 8,474 9,021 90,458 100,945 
Mackerel ° 36,822 49,317 399,699 856,417 
Pile > 3, 10,918 55,084 67,246 
Fish hot se gosse || 907,410 | 861,398 
Total - 851,138 813,749 6,081,011 5,889,141 
Torso | poise || | 
Oysters - 3,411,000 8,825,000 21,696,000 
'wts. Cwits. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 47,490 62,348 447,336 461,955 
VALUE. 
3,901 
Turbot - ° 27,764 234,567 252, 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ° 9,103 5 110,318 1 
Total prime fish . ° 82,553 87,804 843,442 844,437 
Hake 10,141 13,895 111,084 96,074 
Halibut 5,353 14 190,930 181,062 
98,886 £0,517 254,113 293,520 
Pilsharas 2,845 13,176 | 44,745 
Plaice ° 72,681 76,589 668,659 
tely di ti hed, cept? red 
i separa’ istinguis ex 
58,434 59,979 631,269 | 585,958 
Total . | 498,587 502,843 |) 4,277,289 | 4,987,698 
. ° 3,097 44,880 
Other shell fish . . ° 13,385 15,944 125,505 118,492 
Total 26,330 33,587 295,154 256,748 
Total value of fish landed - 524,917 536,400 4,572,448 | 4,494.447 


Notz—The above are subject to 


in the Annual Returns. 


given are the actual returned the local altgere ab each place. 


The values 
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VIIL—Fishery 
Srarement of the Totat Quantity and Vatve of the returned 
as landed on «the Scotcu Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 31st October 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1895. 
Ten Months ended 
1896. 1865. 1896. 1895. 
QuanrTIrTyY. 
Solis (Lemon Soles) 1,185 6,89, 
Tarbot - - - 412 4, 8,405 
Bel - 1,081 1,922 12,818 12,285 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 7,276 9,055 72,708 65,520 
Haddock - - - PL. 76,746 91,636 799,831 803,330 
Halibut - - - 384 32,076 28,710 
Herrings - 66,023 85,321 896,884 4,023,879 
- - 2,125 1,710 122,557 160,560 
Mackerel 1 20 4,249 1,732 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 3,204 38,297 120,450 79,392 
Skate - - - 1,992 1,920 54,329 55,4) 
Sparling 158 185 272 
- 3,206 1,015 33,149 2,145 
Fish separately distinguished, 3,586 8047 38,705 86,884 
Total 200,970 229,008 5,760,342 | 5,784,776 
Shell Fish :— 0. No. 
- 173,080 125,928 2,266,229 
Lobsters - . 78,851 632,038 524,728 
Oysters 2 35,750 25,500 184,962 194,006 
ts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish : - ° 3,686 8,484 51,611 45,270 
VALUE. 
37 32,045 
Soles 3,1 8, 
Boles (Lemon Soles) 13,137 | 10,066 
° - 1 86 163,689 139,643 
Wel Plaice. | 73168 62,698 
- - e 7 8, 2. 
. 669 33,310 41,410 
- 918 290 2678 375 
Whiting - 1,769 2,358 14,37 4,814 
Fish not separate stinguished, , 8,02: 
Total 84,335 96,5714 1,400,176 | 7,600,257 
.. 828 649 14,674 11,964 
Lobsters - 2,318 2,712 22,067 
rs 146 69 736 920 
° 333 298 1,902 4,806 
Mussels 1,144 1,428 12,291 9/584 
Other shell fish 846 gos || 11,426 10,583 
Total 5,615 6,081 65,421 56,914 
Total value of fish landed . 89,950 102,652 1,465,597 1,657,174 


Norg.—The atove figures are subject to correstion in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—Fisuery 

SratemeEnt of the Toran Quantity and Vatur of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 31st October 1896, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1895. 

‘T'en Months ended 

October October 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
QuanTITY. 

Cwts, | Cuts, Cwts. | Outs, 
Total prime fish 216 aos || 2,466 2,598 
- 1,962 1,092 30,142 36,618 

Hake 4,744 5378 |) 23,287 16,074 

Herrings - - 37,450 32,609 106 

Li - 3 694 14,571 27,478 

Mackerel - - - 120,673 49,622 | 294,550 

Sprats - 201 105 1,221 2,673 

ish not scparately distingu’ » excep) 
Total 164,434 102,728 771,710 564,146 
ish :— No. No, No. No. 

Lobsters ° 35,058 : 4889 

wis, | Cwts. | Cute 
Other shell fish - - . . 1,518 853 16,369 13,213 

VALUE. 
5856 

Total prime fish . . 702 726 8,623 9,154 
« 7 583 14,072 15,348 

Haddock - - - 1,735 1,483 13,647 

Hake - - 1,995 6,518 

Herrings 5,705 7,146 26,566 29,907 

Mackerel 23817 22,793 || 130,524 | 476,596 

hiting - tel 541 467. 5,041 5,258 

Fish not separa‘ inguished, excep’ 

shell fish 1,803 2,931 22,048 21,199 

‘ Total -| | 87,645 241,477 | 

Lobsters 306 1,090 7,263 7,738 

er shel) fish 249 173 2,835 2,254 

Total . e e 656 1, 449 11,905 q 1,948 

Total valueoffishianded - 36,847 89,085 253,382 239,901 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The yalues given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
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[Nov. 1896, 


Return of the Numser of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
ForwakpEp from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Ten Months ended October 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


Month of Ten Months ended 
October October 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Imports. 

No. No. No. No. 
American a 290,229 142,991 1,850,356 | 2,395,236 
Brazilian ~- : 11,923 14,892 41,463 43,699 
East Indian ‘ 4,336 4,240 130,733 99,670 
tian - 36,253 31,274 249,976 240,748 
al = 4,853 3,793 45,726 48,903 
Total re 347,594 197,190 | 2,318,254 | 2,758,256 

Exports. 
21,712 18,838 155,462 202,086 
Brazilian - - 900 1,147 11,012 14,850 
East Indian - 7,772 6,828 60,004 52,172 
tian ™ ° 3,004 4914 64,466 66,609 
Jianeous - 1,053 4,138 16,807 29,455 
Total 34,441 35,865 807,751 365,172 
Forwakpep from Ports to Intanp Towns. 
Amssican 240,391 253,293 2,121,746 2,294,946 
Brazilian = 5,435 9,532 41,142 33,641 
East Indian 5,031 2,749 47,400 29,576 
Egyptian ‘ 21,268 19,249 214,546 189,853 
Miscellaneous - 7,442 8,394 78,559 79,837 
Total a 279,567 293,217 2,503,393 2,627,853 
ForwaxrpeEp from InLAND Towns to Ports. 

American 120 285 3,636 

tian 49 10 
4 123 726 804 
Total - 124 408 2,953 4,450 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imrorts AND Exports. 
StaTEMENT of the 


Note. 


Imports and Exports 
under-mentioned CountTRIEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Gulden = ls. 8d. ; 


Drachma = 9,5,d. ; 


into and from the 


—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,%d. 


Lew = 9,5d.; L. 


Egyptian = Os. 61d. ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I.—I ports. 
| Aggregate for Tested of 
Value for the Month. | Year, including latestMonth. 
1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 
Russiain Europe -| June - Roubles 47,455,000 | 54,558,000 || 254,560,000 | 227,679,000 
France - -| Sept. - | Fra. = 268,095,000 | 273,404,000 || 2,890,945,000 | 2,687,024,000 
Portugal - - - June ‘oe Milreis - 3,280,000 2,827,000 20,930,000 19,669,000 
Italy - Sept. 97,227,000 | 103,826,000 855,124,000 847,321,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Sept. - Gulden - 54,016,000 | 67,888,000 || 638,777,000 
Greece. + July - Drchms, 7,874,000 | 9,856,000 61,822,000 52,522,000 
Bulgaria - - - | July - Lew = 5,896,000 | 5,567,000 | 38,036,000 84,717,000 
Egypt + - - Aug. - | L. Egypt- 753,000 607,000 5,617,000 5,024,000 
United States - -j Sept. -.| Dollars - 50,826,000 | 65,305,000 522,058,000 601,043,000 
British India* - Aug. - | Rupees 5,57,96,195 | 5,85,58,460 || 29,89,28,703 | 27,07,88,737 
II.—Exporrs. 
} 

Russia in Europe June Roubles 57,251,000 | 67,731,000 302,667,000 | 375,976,000 
France + | Sept. | Frs, 295,351,000 | 260,548,000 || 2,505,646,000 | 2,402,384,000 
Portugal - - -| June - | Milreis- 1,920,000 | 2,796,000 | 13,115,000 12,717,000 
Italy - - -| Sept. - | Lire - 82,986,000 89,629,000 | 777,514,000 731,344,000 
Austria-Hungary - | Sept. - | Gulden 69,593,000 | 65,843,000 | 62,782,000 | 584,532,000 
Greece July Drchms. 4,461,000 5,752,000 || 35,802,000 84,558,000 
Bulgaria - -/|July -| Lew - 4,464,000 4,018,000 | 49,395,000 | 35,268,000 
Egypt - -| Aug. - | L. Egypt 335,000 866,000 || 7,329,000 6,363,002 
United States -| Sept. - | Dollars 85,099,000 | 58,540,000 || 668,029,000 | 557,927,000 
British India® - | Aug. - | Rupees 7,11,67,087 42,02,55,984 44.35,37,197 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


fi 
ulgaria, the 


are those of the “special” im 


nited States, Mexico, and British 


and exports, Fao in the case ot 
the neral.’” 


where 


figures are “ 


"Special ial”? means, in the case of imports, imports for ae consumption ; in the case of exports, 
porta of produce and manufacture 
‘he aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April, 
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| 
XIL—Foreien Trave or Inp1a, 
q 
Imports into British from Foreran Countries. 
l Five Months, 1st April to 
Sist August. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1895, 1896. 
R. R. R. R. 
1.—Animals, living 1,70,295 2,938,258 1,22,958 
iI.—Articles of food and drink — 
Sugar - 1,44,58,506 97,10,711 47,47,795 
Otherarticles - 1,89,78,474 1,81,73,048 8,05,426 
L1L —Metais and manufactures of — 
Hy Hardware and cutlery (in- 
{ cluding plated-ware) - 56,50,694 62,73,815 6,238,121 = 
Metals =| 2,62,36,284 | 2,45,48,766 167,518 
Machinery and mili-work -| 1,21,43,564 | 1,63,10,403 | 41,66,999 
t gt han Gover 
4 ment - 71,834,272 1,05,16,734 33,82,462 
drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing end 
materials 80,16,658 78,03,560 - 2,13,098 
Mineral - | 1,47,44,192 1,15,28,667 32,15,525 
Other oils - - 4,17,522 12,12,328 7,094,801 = 
¥1.—Raw materials and uumanu- 
factured articles - 1,82,51,226 1,54,69,208 27,82,018 
WiL—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyarn- - 1,24,52,821 1,59,03,820 34,70,999 
Cotton piece goods - - | 8,77,13,501 | 11,44,42,820 2,67,29,319 ae. 
Otherarticles - - -| 4,38,40,122 | 4,67,41,485 29,01,368 
Total of all Imports - | 27,01,38,131 | 29,89,28,703 | 2,87,40,572 ze 
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XII.—Foreien Trapve or Inp1a—continued. 
Exports of Inpb1an Propuce and MANuFACTURE from 
Britisa Inpta to Foreign Countrtss. 

Five Months, 1st April to 
Sist August. 
1895. 1896. 
R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living . 5,40,046 6,46,525 1,06,479 
{I.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - - 5,07,60,182 | 4,58,15,215 49,44,967 
Wheat - 2,91,97,634 76,38,845 2,15,58,819 
Tea - | 2,62,13,402 2,70,92,725 8,79,323 
Other articles 2,02,12,685 2,26,10,181 23,97,496 
III.—Metals, and manufactures of - 4,23,608 6,42,781 2,19,175 - 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium - - | 8,67,25,388 | 3,41,19,052 26,05,43 
Indigo - - | 5273877 | 49,205,162 343,215 
Othe? articles+ 69,25,933 68,00,645 - 1,25,288 
V—Oils - + =|  38,40,568 | 27,01,085 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - 5,72,76,937 6,08,18,964 35,72,027 - 
Jute - . - 99,94,762 1,28,07,564 28,12,802 
Oilseeds - | 5,58,94,092 5,02,86,089 56,08,903 
Other articles - | $,83,33,285 3,36,24,758 47,08,527 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn- = |_-2,77,45,586 | _3,58,05,669 80,60,133 
_ Cotton piece goods + - 58,18,527 60,52,529 2,34,002 oe 
Other articles 5,15,70,328 5,01,17,735 14,52,593 
' Total of all exports = | 42,62,47,216 | 40,25,36,424 - 2,37,10,792 
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XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


Annvat Series. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty's 


Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


4 i No. Place. Price} | No. | Place. Price. 
1695 | Tokio - - -| 3a. 1760 | Mozambique: - - - 
4696 | Marseilles - - - 1d. 1761 | Cettinjé - - ° ° 
1697 | Manila - - -| 1d 1762 | The - 
1698 | Jerusalem - - -| 1d. 1763 | Cephalonia - - - 
1699 | Cherbourg - - -| 2d. 1764 Bahia - - ° 
1700 | Leghorn - - | lid. 1765 | Zanzibar ° 
1701 | Boston - - - | lid 1766 | Pakhoi - —- - 
1702 | Kiungchow - - -| 1d 1767 | New York - - ° 
1703 | Naples - - - | 23d 1768 | Chefoo - - - 
> 1704 | Stockholin - - -| 2d. 1769 | Caracas - - - . 
4 1705 | Corunna - - | 1770 | Palermo - 
1706 | Rio de Janeiro - + | 2hd. |] 1771 | Mombasa 
1707 | San Jose = - 1d. 1772 | Nice - . 
4 1708 | Paramaribo - -| 11773 | Bucharest 
2709 | Brest - - 1774 | PortSaid - 
1710 | Montevideo - 4d.491775 | Galatz - 
1711 | Charleston - - | 24d. 1 1776 | Madrid - - 
1 Baltimore - - -| 1d.§4 1777 | Vienna - 
1713 | Tripoli - - -| Id. 1778 | Canton - - - - 
1714 | Cal - - - -| 4. 1779 | Yokohama’ - - - 
1715 | Ni - - -| Id. 1780 | Newchwang - - - 
1716 | Dunkirk - - | 1781 | Wuhu - 
1717 | Batoum - - -| 2d. 1782 | Athens - - . 
1718 | Hankow - - -| led. 1783 | Tonga - - - 
1719 ‘oochovw - - - 1784 | Smyrna - 
1720 | - - - 1785 | Bag - - ° 
1721 | Panama - - -| 4d. 786 | Hiogo and Osaka . - 
1722 | Batavia - - | 1787 | Bangkok - - 
1723 | Genoa - - 1788 | Odessa ° 
1724 | Cagliari - - - | 1789 | Naples 
1725 |. Chi - 1790 | Beyrout 
1726 | Trieste - - -| 1d 1791 | Tunis 
1727 | Hak - - -| 1d 1792 | Kiukiang - - - 
1728 | Mannheim -| Id 1793 | Bangkok - 
1729 | Panama -| 1794 | Rio Grande do Sul 
1781 | Ri | 1] 1796 | Brindisi - 
1782 | Tokio - ° | 14d. 1797 | Bushire 
1733 | Tai -| 1d. 1798 | Christiania 
1734 | Portland - -| 8d 1799 | Cadiz 
1735 | Fiume | 14d. | 1800 | Meshed - 
1736 | Taganrog - - -| 2d 1801 | St. Petersburg - ° 
1787 | Swatow - - - -| 1d 1802 | Batoum = - 
| 1738 | Chungking - - - 18038 | Pekin - 
ani; - - - 
1741 | Bilbao - - - std 1806 | Antwerp - ° o 
1742 | Tahiti - -|1 1807 | Ajaccio - - . - 
1743 | New Caledon’ - - -|1 1808 | Stettin 
I - - - - ‘angier 
1746 | Berlin - - ltd. 1811 | Tokio w 
1747 | Rio de Janeiro - 1812 | Madeira ° a 
1748 | Porto Rico - - - | lid 1813 | Vera Cruz - e ef] 12 
1748 | Montevideo - - | lid. 1814 ol 
1750 | San Francisco - 3d. 1815 ambu: - -/ 1 
1751 | Cayenne - -| 4d. 1816 | New Orleans - 
1752 nkfort - -| 71817 | Bengazi - 
1754 | Soul - | 1d. 01819 | Gothenb 
1755 | Co; -| 8d. 1820 3d. 
1756 | Nice - | Id. 1821 | Erzeroum - 
1757 | Lisbon - - | lid 1822 | Munich ° 
1758 | Nagasaki - - -| Id, 1823 | Sam - a 
1 Hamburg - | 2td. 1824 | Chinkiang ° oi 
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List or Dietomaric AND ConsuLaR REPoRTs—cont. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s a agement gpa! abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. — Price. 


| 
387 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - | 1d. 


588 | Austria~Hungary.—Report on the Iron in Styria ond 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary 5d. 
389 | Belgium.--Report on the Ompet of Coal, Iron, and Steel in 
Belgium in 1894-95 - d, 
390 Japan.—Report on the Railways of ‘Japan ¢ (with Plans) ~ sta. 


391 | Egypt.—Report on the Commercial Relations of Great mas 
and Egypt - 23d. 
392 - on the Wine Trade | of Germany, 1893-95 1d. 


393 | Mexico.—Report on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico - 1d. 


334 | Switzerland. —Report on the various Institutions and Agi- 


cultural Development of Switzerland lid. 
395 | Germany.——Report on the Reduction of the Railway Tariff 
for Coal from the Silesian Mines - 4d 
396 | Austria-~-Hungary.—Keport on the Treatment of Habitual 
- Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curatel” Procedure - 4d. 
397 Brazil.—Report on the Productions, Commeres, and Finances 
of the States of Amazonas and Para 24d. 
398 Portugal.—Report on the Port and Railway of ‘Lorengo 
Marques - 2d. 


399 Germany.—Report on the Society for Insurance against Want 
of Employment in and General Labour 


at Cologne - lid. 
400 Switzerland. —Leport on the Extent of State Encouragement 

to Commercial Education = - 3d. 
401 | Mexico.—Further on the Various Vegetable Products 

of Mexico | 2d. 
402 | Germany.— Report for the Year 1894—95 on the German 

Colonies in Africa and the South Pacific . 6d, 


403 | United States—Report on the United States Cattle-Raising 
Industry in 1896, and the Export of Cattle aad Beef to Great i 
Britain 14. 
404 | United States. Report on the Distress ensed to British Emi- 
grants to California by Fraudulent Land Syndicates and 
Emigration Agencies 14d. 
405 | Chile.—Report on the Maintenance of British Trade at Iquique 
and Northern Chile - 4d. 
406 | Netherlands.—Report on the Balata Industry of Dutch Guiana 1d. 


407 Persia.—Report on of Olives in the 
of Ghilan 7 
408 Portugal — Report on the Fruits aid Fruit Trade of Madeira - 
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q XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


i The following Reports relating to Her Majesty's Colonial Possessions have been 
| issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


[Nov. 1896. 


| Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 
ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. | Year. No, Colony. Year. 
50 | Falkland Islands - | 1891 116 | British Honduras = - - | 1898 
an ‘alkland Islan - 
88 | Grenada - = | | rigues 
53 | St.Lucia - - ” 120 | Mauritins - ° 
54 | Labuan - - 121 — 
55 | British Guiana » 122 
56 | Zululand - - 123 | - | 1893-94 
57 | Mauritius - - - = 124 t. Lucia - - -| 1893 
58 - 125 | St. Helena - a 
| 59 | Straits Settlements - 126 | Ceylon - 
60 lon - - 127 | Fiji - 
61 | Natal - - - | 1891-92] 128 | Pure, 
62 | Basutoland - - 129 | SierraLeone - - 
WM 63 | St. Helena - -| 1891 130 | British Bechuanaland — - | 1893-94 
64 | Sierra Leone - - ” 1892-93 
65 | Jamaica - | 1891-92] 131 | British New Guinea e and 
66 | Triuidad and ‘Tobago -| 1891 1893-94 
67 | Newfoundland - 132 | Lagos -| 1893 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 133 | BritishGuiana - - - |1893-94 
69 | Victoria - -| 1891 134 | Jamaica - - - 
70 R drigues - - 135 Newfoundland - - 1893 
71 bermuda 1892 136 Gold Coast - 
72 | Fiji - - -| 1891 137 | Zululand - -| 1894 
i 73 British Honduras - - 138 rmuda - 
74 | Turksand Caicos Islands - | 1890 139 | Bahamas 
25 | Gibraltar - -| 1892 140 Barbados - 
76 | Leeward ds - 141 | Turks and Caicos Islands 
77 | Bahamas - 142 | Malta 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - 148 | Gambia - 
79 | Malta - - 144 | Windward Islands - 
80 | Gambia - > 145 | Trinidad and Tobago - - ie 
81 | Straits Settlements - 146 | Gibraltar pe 
82 | Grena - 147 Falkland Islands 
83 | Barbados 148 | Hong Kon - 
84 | St.Vincent - - 149 . Btraits Settlements 
86 st. Lucia 151 Seychelles ° é 
87 Falkland Islands 152 | Basutoland - - | 1894-95 
88 | Gold Coast 153 iji_ - - «| 1895 
89 | Basutoland - | 1892-93] 154 | St. Helena - 
90 | Ceylon - - -| 1892 155 ylon - - 
91 | Zululand - 156 | Mauritius - 
92 | Mauritius - 157 | Labuan 
93 uan_ - - 158 | Gold Coast 
94 | British Honduras - - ce 159 | British Guiana bin - | 1894-95 
95 | Lagos - 160 Sierra Leone - 1894 
96 | Sierra Leone - - - 161 | Jamaica - | 1894-95 
97 | Fiji - 162 | British Honduras - | 1894 
98 | Rodrigues - - 163 | British Bechuanaland - | 1894-95 
99 | St. Helena - - a 164 | Newfoundland -| 1894 
100 | British Bechuanaland - | 1892-937} 165 | Gambia - 1895 
101 British Guiana 166 | Bermuda - -| 1894 
102 | Newfoundland - - 1892 167 | Leeward Islands 
i 103 | Jamaica - - - | 1892-939 | 168 | British New Guinea - | 1894-95 
i 104 | Victoria -| 1392 | Zululand - | 1895 
105 rmuda - - - =| 1893 170 | Sierra Leone : if 
106 | Gambia - - 171 | Gibraltar 
107 | Hong Kong - 172 alta - - 
108 | St. Vincent 173 | Barbados 
109 - » 174 Turks and Caicos Islands 
110 | Baham - » 175 | Falkland Islands 
112 | Leeward Islen - - 177 hamas 
113 Barbados 178 | Kong - 
114 | Malta - 179 | Windward Islands 
115 | Zululand » 180 | Labuan - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
i No. Colony. Subject. 
1 |GoldCoast - Boonomio Agriculture. 
2 |Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone - S - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 na - - | Advantages to Emigrants. 


| 
| 
q 
iv 
E 
: 
a 
j 
| 
] 


ve 
¥ 
= 
i 
t 


